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In December, 2016, more than 
two dozen World War II veter-
ans gathered at Wheeler Army 
Airfield in Hawaii for a remem-
brance ceremony and wreath 
presentation that was held in a 
hanger hit during the attacks of 
Dec. 7, 1941.

Army veteran, Thomas Petso, 
assigned to the 24th Infantry 
Division at Schofield Barracks, 
was among those who returned 
to Hawaii for the 75th anniver-
sary. When the attack began on 
Dec. 7, he was playing football at 
the airfield while the Japanese 
planes began heading straight 
for them.

“They scared the hell out of us. 
We ran for our lives because 
they opened fire, and we knew 
we were in trouble,” Petso said.

75Th annIversary
Continued on Page 27 

Pearl Harbor/Wheeler Army Airfield survivor Thomas Petso speaks with a young soldier after a wreath 
laying ceremony on Dec. 5, 2016. Petso recounted his time as an infantry sergeant during the attacks and 
how it changed his life forever. (Story and photos by Sgt. Daniel K. Johnson, 25th Combat Aviation Brigade 
Public Affairs, 25th Infantry Division.)

Vets Return to Hawaii  for 75th Anniversary
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 PresiDenT                 eDiTOr

I look forward to serving you again after a two-year hiatus. Hope-
fully our Association will continue to grow while we integrate into 
our Association the brothers and sisters who participated in Desert 
Shield and Desert Storm. 

We would like to let them know their bond would not be dimin-
ished if they join us. They celebrated the 25th Anniversary of their 
combat last February with fellowship and remembering their fallen 
heroes. I plan on visiting them in February to answer any questions 
they may have about our Association and purpose.

The Medal of Honor Memorial Plaque is being shipped from Cali-
fornia to New York and will be mounted to its marble base. At this 
time, Gene Spicer and his son will deliver it to Ft. Stewart, GA to 
be placed next to the Desert Shield/Desert Storm Memorial. We 
owe a tremendous amount of praise to Sal Schillaci, Dan Rickert, 
Tom Appler, Gene Spicer, and Darrell Williams for all of their work 
in bringing this project to fruition.

Please send your stories to our Taro Leaf Editor, JW Sternickle. 
We all have interesting stories from our service that others would 
like to hear. 

We hope many of you will join us in Savanah, GA next October. 
I am certain Mike Frederick and his team will provide us with a 
meaningful and exciting time.

 

Don Maggio
President

Greetings 
Taro Leafers

We wish you a healthy and Happy New 
Year. 2017 appears to be shaping up to 
be one of change.  I am certain instabil-
ity in the world will continue to test our 
Nation’s resolve and continue to put 
those on active duty in harm’s way.

If you don’t see your submission, don’t worry; I will be running sto-
ries about Germany throughout the year. In fact, my goal is for all 
our members to be represented in every issue of the Taro Leaf.

Wherever you wore the Taro Leaf: Pearl Harbor, the South Pacific, 
Japan, Korea, Fort Stewart, Fort Riley, Germany during the Cold 
War, Desert Shield/Desert Storm, or any of the other places the 
Division served our nation, this publication is about you. For me 
it’s all about balance.

Each issue, our cover story features a different “era” in the divi-
sion’s rich history. This issue it’s the Cold War era, next issue we 
focus on our World War II vets. But no matter which era we fea-
ture, I will strive to represent ALL our members in every issue of 
the Taro Leaf. This issue features four stories about the Cold War, 
three stories about Desert Storm, three stories about Korea and 
one story about World War II. Look for a LOT more stories about 
WWII in our next issue.

One final note. I have had problems getting phone messages. My 
cell phone’s voice mail crashed and I missed a number of calls 
from members. I apologize if I have missed your call. That’s why 
I’m publishing a new phone number for contacting me in this issue. 
Please leave a message with your name and phone number, and I 
will get back with you within 24 hours. 

Remember, the Taro Leaf is your publication - it is what YOU make 
it. Please call me (815-436-4786), email me (24thTaroLeaf@gmail)
or write to me at the address below. First to Fight!

JW Sternickle
Editor

Editor c/o The Taro Leaf
21541 Wolf Lake Court
Crest Hill, IL  60403

First to Fight
Victory!

I have to once again thank our 24th IDA 
members for sharing their stories. I re-
ceived a number of great stories and 
photographs that focused on the 24th’s 
time in Germany that are featured in 
this issue. 



Volume 71, Issue #1                                                                  WINTER 2017- 5 -

OPeraTiOn blue baT (A Cold WAr Story)

The patch shown here was made as a souvenir of the 187th Air-
borne Infantry Regiment’s (aka the “Rakkasans”) participation 
in Task Force 201.  The 187th was part of the 24th Division’s 
Airborne Brigade at that time.

In the long history of US military foreign 
interventions, especially in the Middle East, 
the story of “Operation Blue Bat” and the US 
Army Task Force 201 has pretty much been 
forgotten.  

In July, 1958, it looked like Lebanon (a US ally 
at the time) would descend into a civil war 
caused by increased tension between moder-
ate Christians and Muslims. Lebanon had a 
moderate, pro-Western government at the 
time. Fearing that his government would top-
ple to a Muslim rebellion, the Lebanese Presi-
dent called on the US for help. 

Enter “Operation Blue Bat.” US Army Europe 
already had a contingency plan for rapidly 
deploying forces to respond to a crisis in the 
Middle East.

The plan called for nearly 14,000 soldiers and 
Marines, with most of the Army personnel 
coming from the 24th Airborne Brigade of 
the 24th Division. 

The Army element was known as “Task Force 
201.” The US soldiers and Marines arrived in 
Lebanon in late July of 1958 and were there 
until October of that year. 

By Sean Harper
2nd Squad, 1St platoon, Company a, 
1St airBorne Battle Group, 187tH infantry 
24tH infantry diviSion (Germany, 1958)

All hell was breaking loose. Someone 
was pounding on my door, Sgt. Mathis 
was yelling, whistles were blowing and 

what-all. It was 3:30 the morning of July 15, 1958; 
I had been sleeping in my quarters at Gablingen 
Kaserne.

Just another grandiose alert. I grumbled as I 
quickly slid into my herringbone twill fatigues, 
laced on my jump boots, grabbed my steel pot 
and duffel bag and headed out.

Our first platoon members got some items from 
supply, retrieved our firearms (all WWII and 
Korea vintage) from the weapons room, and 
picked up some C Rations.

We loaded our General Purpose bags with these 
items (they weigh up to 120 pounds, and are 
placed between our reserve chute and toes pri-
or to jumping. They are to be cut loose when the 
trooper is about tree-top level, but they didn’t al-
ways work, and then the trooper had to ride it 
to the ground—an excellent way to break both 
legs).

Commanding Officer Alves briefed us on the 
Mid-East situation, so it looked like we might 
be going there, but no one said so! DeFazio, the 
Company Clerk,  passed out small boxes for us 
to place wallets, IDs, photos, etc. We boarded 
vehicles and headed for Furstenfieldbruk Air 
Force Base at Munich.

OperaTIOn Blue BaT

Continued on next Page
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OperaTIOn Blue BaT

Continued From  Page 5

Our dinner at the Furstenfieldbruk mess hall 
was roast chicken, mashed potatoes, carrots, 
bread and cake, but before dinner we made out 
our wills!

Aircraft were arriving by the dozens—C-124s, 
C-54s, C-119s, C-130s (our normal jump planes), 
and even some C-47s and C-119s.

My platoon was assigned to a double-decker 
C-124. The rest of the company boarded other 
planes. Because an entire unit had been killed 
in a crash two years prior, our whole unit was 
not allowed to travel together. So, there were 
five platoons from different companies on our 
plane.

On July 17, we flew to a U.S. Air Force base on 
the east coast of Italy. We stocked up on smokes, 
snacks, etc., at the Base Exchange (BX). A cou-
ple of men (unit unknown) sent letters to their 
wives in Augsburg telling where we were. A 
few days later, regiment commander Col. Shar-
key chewed us out royally for disclosing our lo-
cation!

We next went to Incirclit Air Base at Adana, 
Turkey, where the temperature was 130 degrees 
in the shade, and the only shade we had was 
under the plane’s wings. There were no visits to 
the BX!

We learned we were going to Lebanon after 
leaving Turkey at four AM on July 19. We also 
learned we would be going to the airport, but 
not be jumping.

“A” Company set up outposts, sentry posts, and 
dug two-man holes at the south end of the air-
port. Our command and radio tents were in the 
middle, but no mess tent—cold C rations again!

Troops patrol in Lebanon during “Operation Blue Bat.” US soldiers and 
Marines arrived in Lebanon in late July of 1958 and were there until 
October of that year.

Aircraft were bringing all sorts of supplies, 
day and night, including food and water. But 
no water to wash in! Our fatigues were so stiff 
from sweat and dirt they could have stood by 
themselves, and we stunk like hell!. Mathis said, 
“Don’t worry, you will have clean clothes when 
your bags arrive.”

And the C rations were so old the paper products 
were yellowed, the chocolate bar was white, the 
candy hard, the instant coffee evaporated and 
the cigarette ration powdered. But we ate the 
wet rations!

Squad-sized patrols went out each day—four 
during the day and two at night. I liked nights 
because it was cooler. I only got one!

But I didn’t like the fact that we took the same 
patrol route every day. The rebels knew this! 
So did the civilians; they constantly followed, 
begging for food and tobacco. The Lebanese 
we saw were living in poverty - shacks of tin, 
cardboard and wood. Children begged. My men 
saved chocolate and candy for them.

No matter where soldiers go in this world, 
poverty follows. They come face to face with 
mothers wanting something for their children. 
Hungry kids touch the hearts of all dogfaces, 
mainly because they have their own children. 
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The average soldier will give up his own meal so 
that a child can eat. I saw it often.

After 10 days, we left the airport and set up out-
posts on four hills near the village of Babaal. 
This was where the Turks had fought in WWI. 
Our duffel bags finally arrived, and we changed 
immediately. We had patches from both the 11th 
and the 24th.

We got new uniforms because of a very un-
pleasant situation that affected us all—diarrhea! 
Some blamed the water, some the food, and some 
dehydration. Guys were keeling over right and 
left, and rank didn’t matter to diarrhea!

We had the runs so bad we often didn’t make it 
to the latrine! Besides the smell, we had chapped-
red testicles, butts and legs. It was pure hell 
when they blistered from the uniform rubbing. 
Finally, we were allowed new uniforms as often 
as we needed; one day I went thru six, literally!

Mail began arriving regularly; everyone looked 
forward to it, especially the goodies. Some guys 
bought guitars and harmonicas from peddlers, 
and Calibo got a radio.

Nearly 14,000 soldiers and Marines deployed during Operation Blue 
Bat. Most of the Army personnel came from the 24th Airborne Brigade 
of the 24th Division. The Army element was known as “Task Force 201.”

Patrols increased and included many more vil-
lages. Babaal was still the main area because it 
was controlled by rebels. One day while on pa-
trol near Sayda, we formed a diamond to have a 
defense perimeter while stopping for lunch. 

Quite soon, our BAR man, “Beetle” Bailey, point-
ed to the hill in front of him where several men 
had opened a garage door and rolled out a 
37mm AAA gun. They traversed the gun down 
toward us, and we all got ready to return fire. 
After several minutes where no one fired, they 
wheeled the gun back inside. Capt. Alves, who 
was on the radio with me, said to continue but 
change the route. When we got back, Sgt Ma-
this said a bazooka team would go on all future 
patrols, which was fine with me. This was also 
the end of our giving goodies to the locals; they 
would no longer be allowed near us.

In early September, we received a six-hour pass 
to Beirut. We arrived at our drop off point at 
noon, and were to be back there at 6PM sharp. 
All the platoon went together, except for Sgt 
Tryon, Cpl Baiza, Cpl Williams and me; we were 
to serve as Security Patrol to keep an eye on the 
troops. Not much happened except for a brief 
skirmish with the Marines versus some Army 
and Navy guys.

The route back to the drop-off point took us by 
the Hotel Bristol, and a swimming pool filled 
with tanned, beautiful, bikini-clad young wom-
en! We agreed to be good ambassadors and said 
hello. There was a diving board to the sea be-
low. After talking to the ladies for a while, Bob 
Tryon dove off the board. He yelled “Air-borne,” 
and I followed immediately. Baiza and Williams 
joined us seconds later. We climbed up the rope 
ladder where the ladies were—one said “Crazy 
Americans!” We went on to the pick up point.

OperaTIOn Blue BaT
Continued on Page 23
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 leTTers And Items From the Internet 

TANKS MISSED THE MARK
I just received the Fall 2016 edition of the Taro Leaf. I noticed 
that one of the tanks shown in your otherwise very nice article 
on Tiger Tanks of the Korean War is misidentified. On page 15, 
the tank shown next to Arthur W Brule is actually an M-4. I’m 
not an expert on World War II era tanks, but I believe it is an 
M4A3E8 (AKA “Easy Eight”). It definitely has the long barreled 
76 mm high velocity main gun (as opposed to the short bar-
reled 75mm of earlier models). The 76mm gun versions were 
also called “Fireflies” in WWII. I was a tank company com-
mander in the 24th ID in Germany and Ft Riley, 1968-70.
 
Neil Johnson
Life Member 2464

“TIGER” BRIGADE
Thanks for your dedicated work as editor of the Taro Leaf.
In 1982 I entered active duty with the 1st (Tiger) Bde, 2nd 
Armored Division at Fort Hood. The Brigade was the legacy 
organization of Combat Command A in Korea. We had a tiger-
painted M4 Sherman across the street from the Brigade HQ.  
In the Fall Taro Leaf, pages 14 and 15, the tanks in the lower 
right photos on each page are both M4s. In Desert Storm, the 
Tiger Brigade supported the 1st Marine Division in the attack 
into Kuwait with their M1A1s.  After Desert Storm, the 2AD 
was reflagged. Their battalions became the 4th ID.   
First to Fight ! Victory !

Charlie Morrison
HHC 24ID (Mech) ‘90-’91

MEMORIES ABOUT AUGSBURG
I really enjoyed Thomas Appler’s story about Sheridan 
Kaserne, Augsburg, Germany. That was my home for my short 
Army career, January 1963 - July 1965.
  
I arrived in Augsburg in January 1963 and was assigned to 
2nd How. Bn. 7th Artillery. It was 105 mm. towed Bn. After l 
had been there a short time and made some trips to Hoenfels 
and Grafenwehr, l wanted to change my MOS. For my last two 
years, l became a Chaplin’s Assistant and worked for Chaplin 
McCoullough out of Sheridan Chapel. I was assigned to HHC, 
24th Inf. Div. It turned out to be a wise choice. I still saw Graf-
enwehr and Hoenfels, but l was driving a jeep and not sitting in 
the back of a Duce and a half.

I returned to Augsburg in 2004. I knew l would see many 
changes after being gone 40 years, but for me they were 
profound. The mess hall closest to the main gate was being 
used as a German preschool. I was able to walk around the 
base for awhile, but it seemed so strange to see where l once 
worked and lived without any sign of military presence. Many 
of us who were there can remember not only running, but 
marching around the parade field. 

I have always been proud to have served in the 24th Inf. Div. 
in Augsburg. A place where many soldiers including myself left 
a part of our youth.

Gary Erwin

GLOW IN THE DARK
This is a little gross... We’re out on one of the night maneu-
ver ranges on Fort Stewart, and I’m in the gunner seat of our 
M-1 tank, scanning for targets through my thermal sight. I go 
to ten power and see another tank in our platoon traverse the 
turret over the side and the loader drops his BDU pants down 
around his knees and takes a huge dump off the side of the 
tank. Through the thermal, the escaping turd was bright green.

Bruce Pemberton 
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We need your stories about World War II
The next issue of the Taro Leaf (Spring 2017) will feature WWII stories.

Send your story today. 24thTaroLeaf@Gmail.com HELP!

 QuarTermasTer’s lisT From John WAlters

HAT PIN MEDALS  
1. Philippines Liberation $5
2. Nat’l Def Svc $5
3. Good Conduct $5
4. Silver Star $5
5. Pacific Campaign $5
6. Armed Forces Reserve $5
7. Army Occupation $5
8. POW $5
9. Distinguished Svc Cross $5
10. ETO Campaign $5
11. Soldiers Medal $5
12. Meritorious Svc $5
13. United Nations $5
14. American Defense $5
15. Vietnam Svc $5
16. American Campaign $5
17. Armed Forces Expeditionary $5
18. U.S. Flag $5
19. Army Dist Flying Cross $5
20. Korea Svc Ribbon $5
21. Army Commendation $5
22. WWII Victory Ribbon $5
23. Marine Corp Expeditionary $5
24. Korean Svc Medal $5
25. WWII Victory Medal $5
26. Bronze Star $5
27. Purple Heart $5
28. Air Medal $5
29. 24th ID $5
31. 19th RGT $5

HAT PIN MEDALS  
37. Combat Medic Badge $5
38. Army Desert Storm $5
39. Vietnam Heaven & Hell $5
45. CIB Lg $10 Sm $5
104. Desert Storm $5
110. Philippines Presidential Unit $5
116. 24th ID Airborne Hat Pin $5

PATCHES  
43. 24th IDA $6
58. 19th RGT Color $6
59. 21st RGT Color $6      
60. 34th RGT Color $6 
61. 11th FA BN Color $6
77. 5th RCT $6 
87. 6th Tank BN Color $6 
108. 29th Inf Div Color $6 

CRESTS 
56. 11th FA BN $9 
57. 13th FA BN $9
63. 24th ID $9 (only 1 left)

CAPS
65. 21st RGT (White) $15 (6 left)
72. 24th ID White/1st to Fight $15
78. 5th RCT Red w/patch Silk Screened $12
80. Desert Storm Vet $12 (only 1 left)
81. POW/MIA Blk $15 (9 left)
101. WWII Veteran w/CIB $15 (7 left)

T-SHIRTS $10 each 
24th ID Hawaii Div/Black (Sizes L/XL/XXL)
24th ID Hawaii Div/White (Sizes M/L/XL/XXL)
Email to check which sizes are in stock.

MISCELLANEOUS
41. Ladies Bracelet 19th RGT $5
46. 24th ID Window Sticker $2
85. CIB Window Sticker Lg $5 Med $3 Sm $2 
94. NECK WALLET: 24th ID Green $5
95. KEY CHAIN: 24th ID $7 
64. 1” Taro Leaf Stickers, 5 cents each
93. Christmas Cards: 10 cards w/env. $8 
98. CD: 24th ID Songs & March $10 
99. DVD: Punchbowl Memorial/Hawaii $15 
79. License Plate: 24th ID w/Taro Leaf $10
84. License Plate, 24th ID, Stewart/HAAF $10 

FLAGS 3’x5’
102. Korean War Silk Screened $65 (only 1 left)
103. Korean War Vet Silk Screened $65 (only 1)

CIB BRACELET
120. CIB BRACELET $35 
(Order direct from Sektor Co., Box 501005
San Diego, CA 92150 - Free shipping)

Circle item number for purchase and indicate quantity. It’s best to email the Quartermaster first, before ordering any items, 
to check if the items are in stock. Sorry, no phone orders. Shipping and handling is $5.00. Allow 2-4 weeks for delivery. 

We do not accept credit cards. Please make all checks payable to the 24th IDA. Send this completed form and check to: 

Quartermaster John Walters, 313 Heritage Overlook, Woodstock, GA 30188 
REMEMBER - Please email before ordering. Email: 1k34cspd@gmail.com
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 Q&a memorIes From our members 

NEXT ISSUE ’S  QUESTION
What was the funniest, or strangest, 

thing that happened to you while
serving in the military? 

Please send your one-paragraph answer to the editor. 
Don’t delay, send your answers today!   24thTaroLeaf@gmail.com 

THIS ISSUE’S TOPIC: Share a favorite story about a military friend.

BAR BUDDIES
After extended exercises at Graf, our bat-
talion commander used to give us 4-day 
weekends after all the equipment was 
cleaned and turned in. Some buddies 
and I went to Munich to see how many 
bars we could hit - 56 bars in 4 days. 
We got on the train to go back to base, 
passed out, and over-shot our stop by 
about fifty miles.

Robert Chalmers 

BATTLE BUDDY
I remember, during Desert Storm, driving 
across the desert with my “battle buddy” 
Stephanie Hika. She had to pee, but we 
were part of a large convoy and couldn’t 
stop. She crawled into the back of our 
Humvee and was forced to pee into a 
cooler (lined with a trash bag). My only 
job was to drive straight and avoid any 
bumps. Of course, as soon as she began 
to do her “duty” in the back of the Hum-
vee, I managed to hit every bump and rut 
in the road. She was NOT happy with me, 
but traveling in a convoy, I couldn’t really 
slow down or swerve to avoid any bumps.
 
JW Sternickle

KNOCK OUT
Two crewmen on a tank were arguing 
heatedly. One was inside the tank, the 
other outside. The guy inside popped his 
head out of the loader’s hatch and was 
immediately knocked in the jaw by the 
other. Out cold on the turret floor.

Phillip West 

LOST IN THE DARK
I remember going to the rear for a show-
er. Our Top (1st Sergeant) was lead 
truck, but he could not navigate for crap. 
He got us lost for 4 hours in the middle of 
nowhere, and he was using a GPS. My 
squad leader took over and we found the 
shower points. From our screen line to 
the shower point it was about 30 clicks on 
the rear. After that he would use Chem-
Sticks to navigate at night. That was so 
funny. We were Scouts and could navi-
gate, but not him.

Prime Marin  

MAY I TAKE YOUR ORDER?
My favorite is a stateside story. My buddy 
and I were going to Burger King. He bet 
me $20 that I wouldn’t order in the style 
of Bill Cosby’s “The Dentist” routine. I’m 
going to put this on here phonetically. 

Employee: Welcome to Burger King, may 
I take your order? 

Me: Yebess, i-bee wou-bed libeeke a-bee 
cheebeese bur-ber-ger and a-bee sma-
ball orbeder obof frybees.

Employee: Could you repeat that please?

Me: Yebess, i-bee wou-bed libeeke a-bee 
cheebeese bur-ber-ger and a-bee sma-
ball orbeder obof frybees.

Employee: Pull up to the window please, 
sir.

Me at window: Was there some kind of 
problem? All I asked for was a cheese-
burger and a small order of fries.

My buddy, who is doubled over laughing 
his ass off, hands me $20 and says, “I 
never thought you’d do it you crazy SOB”.

Dave Burrier

STAND BY YOUR MAN
I was acting 1st SG, and a platoon sar-
gent friend of mine was in CO’s office 
pleading case for one of his troopers, 
who popped on 2nd Pee test (drug test). 
Just as he placed his SFC stripes on the 
CO’s desk saying “I’ll put my rank on this 
kid staying straight,” one of the LTs came 
in with a chunk of hash the size of a base-
ball. My buddy says “Is that…?” LT nod-
ded yes, my friend snatched his stripes 
up and ran for the door, over his shoulder 
he said “FRY that f**ker!”

Wayne Evans 
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Twenty-six years ago, Feb. 24-28, 1991, U.S. 
and coalition ground forces rolled across 
the desert from Saudi Arabia with the 

goal of routing Iraqi occupiers out of Kuwait. 
That mission took just 100 hours.

One Desert Storm veteran who recounted his 
experiences during the Gulf War was Lt. Col. 
Mark Cassel. Cassel was a second lieutenant 
when he received orders to Saudi Arabia dur-
ing Desert Shield, the buildup phase to Desert 
Storm.

In August, 1990, the tank platoon leader, assigned 
to the 2nd Armored Brigade, 24th Infantry Divi-
sion, arrived with four M-1 Abrams tanks, each 
manned by four soldiers for a total of 16.

Normally, a second lieutenant would need to 
rely on his senior non-commissioned officer for 
a lot of advice on how things are done, he said. 
However, Cassel was a former enlisted soldier 
with the Nebraska Army National Guard, so he 
already had a lot of experience “shooting and 
driving tanks.”

Their first priority when they arrived, he said, 
was setting up a defensive line in Saudi Arabia, 
because, as the thinking went at the time, the 
Iraqis would not stop with the capture of Ku-
wait. They would try to take Saudi Arabia and 
push the U.S. forces out to sea or neutralize 
them.

That, of course, didn’t happen, so soldiers spent 
months practicing drills and going out on 

maneuvers, “but, you can only do so much of 
that,” Cassel said, adding that “everyone was ea-
ger for action.”

Then a rumor went around that “we’d be out 
before Christmas,” he said. “Soon, people were 
saying ‘Let’s just go get this over with.’ That was 
the prevailing attitude.”

They didn’t go home for Christmas, but did get 
welcome Christmas presents: brand new M1A1 
Abrams tanks out of Fort Stewart, Georgia, to 
replace their weary M-1 tanks. The nice thing 
about the M1A1s, he said, is that they sported 
120mm guns that could shoot farther and more 
powerfully than the 105mm guns that were on 
the M-1s.

So they took a two-day training class on how to 
take the new 120s apart, clean the breach, and so 
on, he said. They were soon ready to go again. 
When the air and naval bombardment phase of 
the war began Jan. 17, heavy equipment trans-
porters arrived and the men loaded their tanks 
on them. 

For the next five weeks, they just sat at the bor-
der waiting for the word to cross the line of 
departure (LD). Then on Feb. 24, they were or-
dered to cross the LD into Iraq. The brigade’s 56 
tanks, which included his four, swept far to the 
left across the desert in an effort to outflank and 
cut off the Republican Guard, Cassel said. Infan-
trymen in Bradley Fighting Vehicles were also 
in the formation.

From the time they crossed the LD to the end of 
the first day was a surreal experience, he said. 
They were literally driving blind through a fe-
rocious sandstorm where no one could see any-
one else, were it not for their thermal sights.

DeserT sTOrm sTOry
Continued on next Page

26 ye a r s La t e r: A de s e r t st o r m st o r y

They were literally driving blind 
through a ferocious sandstorm 
where no one could see anyone else, 
were it not for their thermal sights.
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DeserT sTOrm sTOry
Continued From Page 11
“You don’t really appreciate those sights until 
you need them,” Cassel said.

For the first two days they drove deep into 
Iraq, driving about five or six hours. Then they 
stopped for the fuel tankers to catch up. The 
tanks with plow and mine roller attachments 
gobbled up more fuel than the other tanks, he 
said, so when they were down to a quarter of 
a tank, “we’d stop until they’d fueled us up and 
then we’d keep going.”

From time to time, they heard small splatter-
ing sounds outside their tanks. “At the time, we 
thought people were test firing their 50-cals,” he 
said. 

New M1A1 Abrams tanks arrive in Saudi Arabia during Desert Shield.  
The new tanks had 120mm main guns that could shoot farther than the 

105mm guns of the old M1s.

“We found out we were taking enemy artillery 
and mortar fire. It just wasn’t impressive” and 
there was not much in the way of damage, and 
no injuries, explained Cassel.

Their objective was the Jalibah Airfield in Iraq, 
Cassel said, some 80 miles west of Basra. They 
reached it the night of the third day.

The brigade’s tanks formed a defensive line, and 
throughout the night the U.S. artillery and Mul-
tiple Launch Rocket Systems “just pounded the 
airfield,” he said.

The next morning, they engaged the Iraqi tanks, 
which were the old Soviet ones, some dating 
back to World War II.

“Ours was a fairly easy operation,” he said. The 
Iraqis had their tanks dug in facing south in a 
defensive line. “We came around from the west 
and tore them up. They didn’t have the range to 
get us and weren’t oriented to shoot us,” he said.

One of the most interesting parts of the war, 
he said, was that some tanks in his unit shot at 
Iraqi fighter jets on the airfield, in an attempt to 
take them out before they became airborne and 
posed a threat.

“People were calling in SITREPS [situation re-
ports]: ‘This is White Platoon. Destroyed three 
enemy tanks and one jet fighter.’” Higher head-
quarters was incredulous, he said. 

Their next objective was to take the Rumaila oil 
fields in southern Iraq. They refueled, rearmed, 
rolled into the fields and took up defensive po-
sitions, he said. Then the 100-hour ground war 
ended. 

That the war ended so quickly came as a huge 
surprise to everyone, he said. “That’s it?” people 
said. “We thought we were still in the first phase 
of the operation.”

“’OK guys, we’re going home,’ I told them.” 

Everyone was happy they survived, he added. 
No one in his unit was killed or injured.

Although the war was short, the experience 
bonded Cassel with his men. Over the years, he 
said they stay in contact and have celebrated 
their 10th- and 20th-year reunions.

Sometimes, Cassel, who worked as an Army ci-
vilian in G-3 training in the Pentagon, would run 
into one of his drivers who also worked there. 
Cassel planned to retire in June 2016 from the 
Army Reserve, after 31 years of service.

Story by David Vergun, Army News Service
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The founder of the Olympic Peninsula’s Korean War Veter-
ans Association, Gerald “Jerry” Rettela of Port Angeles, was 
honored during a September 2016 Seahawks game at Centu-
ryLink Field in Seattle. Rettela is a member of the 24th IDA.

“It appears that they want to honor me for all the veterans 
work that I do,” Rettela said in a message sent to the Penin-
sula Daily News. “Quite an honor.”

Rettela, who serves as president of the Olympic Peninsula’s 
Korean War Veterans Association, was honored during the 
third quarter of a game with the 49ers. 

Among Rettela’s accomplishments is his effort to have Clal-
lam County highways named for veterans. They include state 
Highway 112 between U.S. Highway 101 and state Highway 
113, Vietnam War Veterans’ Memorial Highway; state High-
way 113, Korean War Veterans’ Blue Star Memorial Highway; 
state Highway 110, Operation Desert Shield and Desert Storm 
Memorial Highway; and state Highway 117, designated in 
memory of POWs and MIAs.

Korean War Group Founder Honored at Seahawks Game

Forging the Shield: The U.S. Army in Europe
Book By Donald A. Carter, Center of Military History, US Army
“Forging the Shield” tells the story of the U.S. Army in Europe during the critical 
1950s and early 1960s. 

The book spans the period between the return of major U.S. combat forces to 
Germany in 1951 and the aftermath of the Berlin crisis of 1961–1962. During 
that time, the troops in Europe became the public face of the Army to Europeans 
and Americans as well as to the rest of the world. 

The Army directed almost all of its training, equipment, and force development 
toward that potential day when its troops would face Soviet divisions streaming 
through the Fulda Gap and into Germany. The establishment of a credible, con-
ventional deterrent in Germany, backed up with our nuclear forces, was one of 
the central linchpins of the U.S. strategy of containment of Soviet power. 

538 Pages. Available to read online for FREE.
www.history.army.mil/html/books/045/45-3/index.html

Also available as a paperback book on Amazon.com. ($20.00)
Just Search for Forging the Shield, Book.

The Story of the U.S. Army in Europe
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The 24Th ID’s 10-year mIssIOn In Germany

The 24th Infantry Division left Korea in 1957, 
when the United States reduced and realigned 

its divisions in the Far East. In July, 1958, the division 
was relocated to Augsburg, West Germany, replac-
ing the 11th Airborne Division in a reflagging cer-
emony. 

Although considered an infantry division, the 24th 
included two airborne battle groups for a short pe-
riod. The 1st Airborne Battle Group, 503rd Infantry 
left the division for reassignment to the 82nd Air-
borne Division at Fort Bragg on January 7, 1959, and 
the 1st Airborne Battle Group, 187th Infantry depart-
ed on February 8, 1959, also for the 82nd.

The 24th was organized under the Pentomic Divi-
sion TO&E (table of organization and equipment). 
Under this structure, the division’s combat forces 
were organized into five oversized battalions (called 
“battle groups”) with no intermediate brigade or reg-
imental headquarters.

On July 13, 1958, less than two weeks after the reor-
ganization, King Faisal II of Iraq was assassinated 
in a coup orchestrated by pro-Egyptian officers. 
The Christian president of Lebanon, pressured by 
Muslims to join Egypt and Syria in the Gamal Ab-

(Right) Radio op-
erator Stephen Harrel 
(right) and machine 
gunner Richard Cona 
on patrol in West Ger-
many.

del Nasser-led United Arab Republic, requested help 
from the Eisenhower administration during the 1958 
Lebanon crisis.

On the night of July 15, U.S. Marines from the Sixth 
Fleet landed at Beirut and secured the Beirut airport. 
The following day, the 24th Division’s 1st Airborne 
Battle Group, 187th Infantry deployed to Turkey and 
flew to Beirut on July 19. They were joined by a me-
dium tank battalion (3rd Battalion, 35th Armor Regi-
ment) and support units, which assisted the Marines 
in forming a security cordon around the city. 

SEE OPERATION BLUE BAT (Page 5)

The force stayed until late October, providing se-
curity, making shows of force, including parachute 
jumps, and training the Lebanese Army. When fac-
tions of the Lebanese government worked out a po-
litical settlement, the division left. The 24th Division 
lost one soldier during the deployment, who was 
killed by a sniper.

The 24Th ID In Germany

Continued on Page 19

Cover
Story

24th ID Stands 
Guard in West 

Germany, Berlin
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(Left) 24th Infantry 
Division troops man 
“Checkpoint Charlie” 
during the division’s 
time in Germany. Taro 
Leaf troops rotated in 
and out of Berlin to aug-
ment the Berlin Brigade 
during the Cold War.

Graphic by www.USArmyGermany.com
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For a short time, Airborne 
troops were part of the Di-
vision because the 24th 
replaced the 11th Airborne 
Division as part of a re-
flagging ceremony. The 
24th Infantry Division was 
stationed in Germany for 
almost 10 years. Taro Leaf 
troops called places like 
Augsburg, Munich, and Ga-
blingen home. 

Warner Kaserne, Munich, 1960
1st Battalion, 21st Infantry CMBT SPT Company

www.bobrowen.com/24th/warnerkaserne.html
Photo by Jon S. Yuhas
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(Above) Radio operator Stephen Harrel (right) and ma-
chine gunner Richard Cona on patrol in West Germany.

my JOurney TO Germany

By StepHen Harrel 
Hq Company, 2nd Bn, 19tH inf.
lIfe memBer #2213

After two six-month deferments (critical to de-
fense job), I finally received my invitation to see 
the world at taxpayers’ expense in Nov., 1963.

Basic Training found me in not-so-sunny Cali-
fornia, at Fort Ord, February to mid-April. From 
there, it was on to Fort Knox, KY, to be trained 
as a mounted armored scout.  

Then in July, by Victory Ship (one of two still 
in service), the USS Darbey by a circular route, 
Daveywill, RI, to pick up 200 Engineers then to 
Rota, Spain, to drop them off. From there, up the 
English Channel to Bremerhaven, Germany, by 
train to Augsburg, and out to Gabligen Kaserne 
to be assigned to HQ Co. 2nd Batt, 19th Inf. 
Recon Platoon.  

We were a mixed lot of infantry and armored 
personnel. I believe we were transitioning from 
a battle group to a more traditional mechanized 
infantry battalion. I was assigned as a driver 
of three vehicles – a 151 Mutt (Jeep), an M114 
Tracked Recon vehicle, and an M60 A-1 Tank.  
Sadly, the tank was gone by October of 1964.

JOurney TO Germany

Continued on Page 22
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New Book Honors
Desert Storm Vets
OrIGInally puBlIsheD In The frOnTlIne

Fort SteWArt’S PoSt NeWSPAPer

A former Fort Stewart soldier has pub-
lished a book to help mark the 25th Anni-
versary of Desert Storm. That anniver-

sary was observed at Fort Stewart last February 
(2016) when hundreds of Desert Storm veterans 
gathered on post for a memorial ceremony at 
the 24th Infantry Division Gulf War Memorial 
Site.

The Victory Book - A Desert Storm Chronicle 
(2016) explores the pictorial history of the U.S. 
Army’s 24th Infantry Division during Operation 
Desert Shield & Desert Storm. Fort Stewart was 
the home of the 24th Infantry Division during 
the 1990-1991 Persian Gulf War. 

DeserT sTOrm veTs hOnOreD

Continued on Page 29

The Victory Book (2016) explores the pictorial history of the 24th 

Infantry Division during Operation Desert Shield & Desert Storm. 
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The 24Th ID In Germany
Continued From Page 14

After the construction of the infamous Berlin Wall 
in August 1961, the Seventh Army began sending in-
fantry units from the divisions in West Germany on 
a rotating basis to reinforce the Berlin Brigade. Ele-
ments of the 24th Division were among the troops 
that stood watch at Berlin’s Check Point Charlie. 
During this period, the Division was known as “The 
Shield of Bavaria.”

In January, 1963, the 24th was reorganized as a 
mechanized infantry division under the Reorganiza-
tion Objective Army Division (ROAD) TO&E, which 
replaced the Pentomic battle groups with conven-
tional-sized battalions organized in three combined-
arms brigades. 

The 169th Infantry Brigade, previously assigned to 
the 85th Infantry Division, was redesignated the 1st 
Brigade, 24th Infantry Division. The 85th Division’s 
170th Infantry Brigade was redesignated the 2nd 
Brigade, 24th Infantry Division. The 190th Infantry 
Brigade, previously assigned to the 95th Infantry Di-
vision, became the 3rd Brigade, 24th Infantry Divi-
sion. 

The 24th remained in Germany, specifically Augs-
burg and Munich until September, 1968, when it re-
deployed its 1st and 2nd Brigades to Fort Riley, Kan-
sas. As part of Exercise Reforger, the Division’s 3rd 
Brigade was maintained in Germany. 

As the US Army withdrew from Vietnam and re-
duced its forces, the 24th Infantry Division and its 
three brigades were inactivated on April 15, 1970, at 
Fort Riley.

Members of the 24th Signal Battalion stationed in West Germany.

By mike vitale   
24tH SiGnal Battalion

lIfe memBer #2430

The Russians decided to build a wall in East 
Berlin in the summer of 1961. I was at Fort Bliss, 
Texas with the 261st Signal Company Construc-
tion (Heavy). Like many others, I got my orders 
to Germany. 

I took leave in New Jersey, left my wife and 
two kids and departed. The flight took fourteen 
hours. October 16, 1961 we flew from McGuire 
AFB, NJ to Gander, New Foundland, from Gan-
der to Preswick, Scotland, from Preswick to 
Rhine Main AFB, Germany. 

At Rhine Main I reported to personnel and 
they told me I was assigned to the 24th Infan-
try Division. I told them I had orders. They said 
once you arrive, USAEUR determines where 
you go. In my case it was  to the 24th Signal 
Battalion. I boarded the train for the trip to 
Augsburg. What an experience - everyone was 
speaking German. I was met at the station and 
brought to a BOQ. 

Vet Recounts His 
Cold War Missions

October 18, 1961 I reported to LTC Tom Martin. 
He advised we were going to the field the next 
day. He assigned me to B Co. He told me my 
job was to “observe.” The following morning. 
I hopped on a 2 ½ truck and became a partici-
pant in Exercise Autumn Shield.  

B Company had five forward Area Platoons. 
The mission was to maintain contact between 
Divison HQ and Battle Group HQ’s, as well as 
separate Battalions and DivArty. We got back 
to Flak Kaserne two weeks later. By then I had 
a good idea of the company mission. 

COlD War memOrIes

Continued on Page 26
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 fallen cOmraDes

Paul Arthur Boulay, 
90, of The Villages, FL, passed 
away on Oct. 1, 2016. He enlisted 
in the Army in 1946 and served in 
Sasebo, Japan, as well as Korea, 
in HQ Co. 1st Battalion, 34th 
Infantry Rgt.  He also served in 
Trieste, Italy.  Paul was honorably 
discharged in 1952. He was a 
member of the American Legion 
Post 37.  Paul was preceded in 
death by his first wife of 42 years, 
Louise, and is survived by his 
second wife of 18 years, Joyce. 
Condolences may be sent to
 www.bankspagetheus.com.
MEMBER 

Roy E. Wolf, 88, of Westland, MI, passed away on June 27, 
2015.  He was a SSgt with HQ, 34th Infantry, from 1944 to 1946, 
serving in WWII and Japan. MEMBER

Robert Richard Silvers, 87, passed away on July 2, 
2014, in Palm Springs, CA. He enlisted in the army in the late 
1940’s, during World War II, and served in MacArthur’s army in the 
Pacific Theater and the occupation of Japan. He often said to his 
grandchildren that he, personally, killed Hitler and raised the flag 
on Iwo Jima.  Due to his shorthand skills, he was reported to be the 
highest paid private in the war, getting paid by the word, on top of 
his base pay while serving as a court reporter for the 24th Division 
HQ. He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Alice. 
LIFE MEMBER

Dewey L. Coles, Jr., 
87, LTC (retired), passed away 
Aug. 3, 2016, in Breaux Bridge, 
LA, at the age of 87.  He served 
as a Lieutenant in the 24th 
Infantry in Japan, and in the 
Korean War. Dewey later 
deployed with his family to com-
mand U.S. air defense missile 
units in Germany. Dewey retired 
from the Army in 1969, with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 
Dewey was awarded two Bronze 
Stars for valor, as well as two Air Medals for his courageous service. 
Dewey was a member of the Veterans of Foreign Wars and the 
American Legion. He was inducted into the Breaux Bridge Military 
Hall of Fame in 2001, and in 2012 the National Infantry Association 
bestowed on Dewey the rank of Legionnaire in the Order of St. Mau-
rice. He is survived by his wife of 64 years, Carol. MEMBER 

Riley Walker Marrell, 
84, of North Canton, OH, passed 
away on Aug. 31, 2016. He served 
in the US Army during the Korean 
Conflict with Medical Company, 
24th ID, 1953 to 1954, as well 
as Japan. Riley received several 
medals for his service. Riley is 
survived by his wife of 34 years, 
Sally. Condolences may be sent 
to the family at 7501 Elmhurst Ave 
NW, North Canton, OH, 44720. 
MEMBER

Larry Pilgrim, 80, of 
Verndale, MN, passed away on 
Sept. 3, 2016.  He served with 
the 24th ID during the Korean 
War, specializing in radio 
communications. Larry is 
survived by his wife, Monica.  
LIFE MEMBER

Dale Louis “Lou” 
Schreiber, of Carlsbad, 
CA, died Nov. 5, 2016, at age 86.  
He served in the US Army during 
the Korean War.  He was 
preceded in death by his wife of 
52 years, Donna. 
LIFE MEMBER

Donald B. Perin, of Sebastian, FL, passed on January 4. 
2017. He served as a Medic in 1950-51 with Company C, 19th 
Infantry Regiment. Condolences may be sent to the family at: 7930 
129th St., Sebastian, FL 32958.
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Robert “Lefty” 
Helander, 86, of Streator, 
IL, passed away Sept. 24, 2016.  
Robert served during the Korean 
Conflict from 1950 to 1953.  He
was instrumental in getting the 
Korean Memorial designed and 
built in the Streator City Park. He 
was a member of the Streator 
American Legion and a life 
member of the Streator VFW, 
where he volunteered many 
years with the funeral military 
ritual team.  He was buried with full 
military honors. Robert is survived by his wife of 60 years, Mary. 
LIFE MEMBER

Eugene E. Madden, of Hill City, KS, died on June 12, 2003. 
He served in the US Army 34th during the WWII, from 1943 to 1945.   
LIFE MEMBER

Milton O. Olsen, 86, of 
Miami, FL, passed on Nov. 13, 
2016.  He entered the Army at 
age 16 (Headquarters & S Com-
panies, 26th AAA Bn, from 1951 
to 1953).  In total, he served nine 
years. He is survived by his wife, 
Leah.  Condolences may be sent 
to the family at 9782 W. Lavreal 
Oak Lane, Cryster River, FL.
MEMBER

George L. Ford, of Cabin John, MD, passed on April 7, 
1987.  He served as a Pfc in the 34th in WW II from 1941 to 1945.   
MEMBER

Donald B. Oleson, of Fort Dodge, IA, died July 24, 2014.  
He was a Corporal in WWII, serving with the M/34th Inf of the 24th 
ID from 1944 to 1946. LIFE MEMBER

- 21 -

Harry Eugene 
“Sarge” Brunelle, 
89, of Alamo, TX, passed away 
Sept 12, 2016.  He was a proud 
veteran of the US Army for 26 ½ 
years and served in three wars. 
He was drafted in 1945 and 
sent to Austria and Germany 
with the US Government 
Forces. In 1947, he was dis-
charged, but then re-enlisted in 
1950 when the Korean War 
broke out. Sarge was captured 
by the Chinese on April 23, 1951, 
and held for 2 ½ years as a Prisoner of War in North Korea. After 
coming come, he remained in the Army and was an instructor with 
the High School ROTC in Ironwood, MI, for two years. He was then 
sent to many countries, including Saudi Arabia, Iran and Germany. 
In 1968, he was sent to Vietnam as an advisor, where he became 
ill with cancer from Agent Orange. In 1969, he came back to the 
US and was an instructor with the University of Kansas ROTC Unit. 
Sarge retired from the Army on July 31, 1971, with 22 medals; 
including the Bronze Star, Purple Heart, Meritorious Service Medal, 
Prisoner of War Medal, Korean Service Medal, Vietnam Service 
Medal, Vietnam Cross of Gallantry, and many more.  He is survived 
by his wife of 44 years, E. Louise.
LIFE MEMBER

Franklin D. Galloway passed away in 2009.  He served 
with the 24th ID in F Co., 19th Inf Regiment and 3rd Engineers in 
both Japan and Korea.  He was wounded in Vietnam, leaving him 
confined to a wheelchair.  He is survived by his wife, Kim.

Kenneth M. Rife, 87, of Wheatland, MO, passed on Oct. 1, 
2016.  He served in Korea with the 24th Division as a Water Cooled 
machine gunner from 1951 to 1953.  He is survived by his wife of 63 
years, Mary.  LIFE MEMBER

PLEASE 
SEND ALL 

OBITUARIES TO 
THIS ADDRESS
The Taro Leaf Editor

21541 Wolf Lake Court
Crest Hill, IL 60403

(Please include a photo if available)

Information can also be emailed 
to 24thTaroLeaf@gmail.com
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Basford, Frederick T.    1315 No. Street, Caldwell, OH 43724   34th Inf Svc Korea  10/21/2016

Blow, Jasper D. 1550 Gant Red. Scottsboro, AL 35769   19th Inf C  Korea 50-51 4/11/2016

Boulay, Paul A. 921 Bristol Terr, The Villages, FL 32162   34th Inf  Japan 46-48  10/1/2016

Bruenelle, Harry E. 311 Karen Drive Alamo, TX 78516   5th RCT, A POW 51-53 9/12/2016

Cranford, Duke D. 518 Christina St., Junction City, KS 66441  19th Inf  Korea  2/19/2016

Foltz, Elwood H. RR Mt. Pleasant Hill, Mt. Pleasant Mills, PA 17853 21st Inf  Korea 50 5/26/2016

Gotschall, Donald L.     37637 Landis Ave., Zephyrhills, FL 3354  15th RCT Korea 48-49 8/5/2016

Haverkamp, Harry 3922 Island Creek Dr., Valdosta, GA 31601  63 FA  Japan 56-57 12/1/2016

Montgomery, David W.    1627 Quail Glen Dr., Carmel, IN 46032  21st Inf  POW    11/20/2016

Pettry, Joey L. 221 Williams Rd., Rustburg, VA 24588   19th Inf, H Japan 49-51 3/31/2016

Pilgrim, Larry W. P.O. Box 199, Verndale, MN 56481   24th Sig  Japan 55-57 9/16/2016

Rhodes, Henry W. P.O. Box 836, Williams, CA 95987   21st Inf, E Korea  n/a

Schreiber, Dale L.  7163 Argonauta Way, Carlsbad, CA 92009  5th RCT Korea  11/5/2016

Hartley, Thomas R. 1491 Montague  Island Rd., Jamaica, VA 23079  21st Inf, I&R WWII  7/28/2013

Perrin, Donald B. 7930 129th St., Sebastian, FL 32958   19th Inf C Korea 50-51 1/4/2017

 TaPs From the secretAry’s report 

JOurney TO Germany
Continued From Page 17
The year of 1965 started off at a rapid pace. January 11th found us 
at Anderson Kaserne, West Berlin. I was part of the Advance Team 
(Recon), learning all there is to know about patrolling the American 
Sector from Check Point Charlie to the next sector. For the safety of 
the West German population, we carried no ammo for our M-14, 7.62 
machine guns or 45 cal pistols. We were not to engage in battle with 
the East German soldiers.

Towards the end of our tour in West Berlin, in the last week of March 
or first week of April, we had a special patrol of three jeeps. The first 
one held two officers, Lt. Col. Paul Chmar and I believe the C.O. of 
the 1st Bn, 34th Inf. The second jeep held two E-7’s. The third jeep 
(with me driving) held HQ Co Capt. Andrew J. Miller and an unknown 
2nd Lt.

Remember, no ammo. We had left the city into the rural area. Gunfire 
broke out on the East German side of the fence. We were ordered 
to ditch and take cover. Nine men lay on the ground in a grass swale 
along the road. Captain Miller ordered me to get the radio from the 
back of the jeep. I looked up to the East German tower, which we 
were in full view of. The guard with his loaded weapon was laughing 
at us. I wish I could have read the Battalion or Company daily log 
report for that patrol. Never knew what the shooting was all about.

We left West Berlin 15 April in convoy. Serving 92 days in West Berlin 
earned for me the WW II Occupation medal with Germany Clasp. 
That medal is a reminder to me of those who gave much and those 
who gave it all. On our last major TDY, we were attached to HH 2nd 

Sqdn, 9th Cav., patroling the Czechoslovakia Border near Regens-
burg. Rumor had it the 9th Cav was to be reorganized for duty in 
Vietnam. We served along the Czech border from 29 Oct, 1965, to 
early Dec.

Because of Lt. Flynn, it was arranged for me to fly RT, Post to Post, 
in hopes I would re-up for Helicopter Flight School. There were great 
views of the Czech border landscape flying real low with the cargo 
door open.

Since we were on the move so much in 1965, our Platoon C.O., 2nd 
Lt. Harold D. Flynn, Jr., wished to return home to his wife at Augs-
burg. Being his driver, three separate times he had me drive him back 
to Augsburg from some distance away. Each time, he told me to re-
turn the jeep to the motor pool at Gablingen Kaserne and to get my 
civilian clothes and leave the post. He said to report back to the Post 
in so many days. When Hq. C.O., Captain Miller, had time for me, he 
would ask why I was not where I was supposed to be. My answer: 
Following Lt. Flynn’s orders, Sir. He would nod his head and dismiss 
me. Following orders of an officer worked to my advantage.

I would visit my future wife, SP5 Lynn Lukens (we knew each other 
since H.S. in Oregon), who was a WAC serving in Munich, and later 
Frankfurt, then for a year at the Pentagon. We married 19 August, 
1967. It will be 50 years in 2017.

My travels: Innsbruck, Austria and Oberammergau with Lynn; Barce-
lona, Spain, with three other GI’s; and Stockholm Sweden, alone—
not forgetting military transport.

I consider myself fortunate to have served with the 24th Infantry and 
with an active schedule. Being confined to a military post with an 8 to 
5 job description would have driven me nuts.
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OperaTIOn Blue BaT
Continued From  Page 7
We later moved to a rear area where we spent our time cleaning 
weapons and equipment, doing laundry, writing letters—and sewing 
on 24th ID patches!

Near the end of October, we gave the Lebanese all of our equipment 
except for our packs, rifles, duffel bags, and the CO’s jeep and radio, 
and headed back to Germany. “A” and “C” Companies flew back to 
ready the garrison while everyone else went by ship.

We arrived at Gablingen in early November; the rest arrived two 
weeks later. There was one hell of a celebration when passes were 
issued. In addition to our regular pay, everyone received money they 
had in their clothing fund!

The 24th ID remained in Germany for many years after its brief stint 
to Lebanon. The two Airborne Brigades later joined the 82nd Airborne 
Division at Ft Bragg, NC.

Thus ended the short but important period of the life of the 24th Infan-
try Division’s Airborne troops — Operation Blue Bat!

Originally Published in The Taro Leaf
Vol 63, Spring 2009

Magazine Membership Drive
Turn Your Old Magazines 
Into New 24th IDA Members
Our association needs new members. We are losing many of 
our World War II and Korean War vets to the passage of time, 
and we must find new members to fill our dwindling ranks.

We need to reach out to 24th ID veterans and let them know 
about joining the association. And we have a great tool to do 
just that - old copies of the Taro Leaf. 

Here’s the idea. Drop off an old copy of the Taro Leaf at your 
local VA hospital or health clinic. Get the magazine in the hands 
of someone who doesn’t know about the association, and they 
might become a member.

The Veterans Health Administration is home to the United 
States’ largest health care system, with 152 medical centers. 
There are also nearly 800 community-based outpatient clinics 
and more than 126 nursing home care units. 

So the next time you visit your local clinic or VA hospital, take a 
copy of the Taro Leaf and leave it in the clinic waiting room. Just 
remember to remove your address from the magazine (blacken 
the address label or cut it out). This is an easy way to reach new 
members, especially since many of our current members get 
their health services through the VA.
 
One additional detail that might encourage vets reading the 
Taro Leaf to join the 24th IDA is a special sticker for the front 
of the magazine. This large sticker will have a clear call to ac-

tion (JOIN THE 24th IDA) and include the association website. 
Please contact the editor of the Taro Leaf to get free stickers.
If you want to help with this membership project and don’t have 
extra copies of the Taro Leaf, copies of the magazine can be 
mailed to you. For more information about the project, or to get 
stickers and extra magazines, please contact the editor at:
  
 Email - 24thTaroLeaf@gmail.com
 Phone - (815) 436-4786 (leave a message)
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Chinju Falls to the Enemy 

On 28 July, Colonel Rhea arrived at Chinju 
from Anui with the 1st Battalion, 19th In-
fantry, less A Company. He passed through 

the town with orders to take up blocking positions 
ten miles south. Rhea proceeded to the vicinity of 
Kuho-ri, about two miles west of the Sach’on Air-
field. There his battalion of only 200 riflemen went 
into position to block a secondary road approach to 
Chinju along the coast from Hadong. 

Colonel McGrail’s 2d Battalion, 19th Infantry, that 
same morning occupied defensive positions on high 
ground astride the Chinju-Hadong road just west of 
the Nam River. Remnants of the 3d Battalion, 29th 
Infantry, that had escaped from the Hadong fight 
and numerous ROK troops were in and around 
Chinju. 

Aerial reconnaissance during that day and the next 
showed heavy enemy traffic entering Hadong from 
all roads and noted movement northeast on the 
Chinju road. American intelligence estimated that 
two enemy regiments with tanks were in the Ha-
dong area.

Before noon, 29 July, an enemy column with three 
motorcycles in the lead approached the 2d Battalion’s 
advanced blocking position about six miles south-
west of Chinju. Although there was an automatic 
weapon available, it did not fire on the column. The 
few rounds of artillery that fell were inaccurate and 
ineffective. The advanced unit, F Company, then 
withdrew to join the main battalion position just 

west of the Nam River four miles from Chinju. An 
air strike on the enemy column reportedly inflicted 
considerable damage, halting it temporarily.

Early the next morning an enemy unit moved around 
the right flank (north) of the 2d Battalion and cut the 
road running northwest out of Chinju to the 1st Bat-
talion, 29th Infantry. 

Captain Barszcz, from G Company’s position across 
the Nam River west of Chinju, saw and reported 
at least 800 enemy troops moving across his front. 
Small arms fire did not disperse them. He called for 
an aerial observer, but the observer overhead re-
ported he saw no enemy. The reason was clear: the 
North Koreans were all wearing foliage camouflage 
and they squatted quietly on the ground while the 
plane was overhead. Captain Barszcz directed ar-
tillery fire on the column, but after about twenty 
rounds the artillery stopped firing because of am-
munition shortage. Rain and low overcasts during 
the day hampered efforts of aerial reconnaissance 
to report on enemy movements. 

That afternoon, 30 July, E and F Companies of the 
19th Infantry fell back across the Nam River to the 
hills two miles west of Chinju. Just before evening, 
G Company crossed the river from its isolated posi-
tion. Once on the east side it took up a defensive po-
sition in the flat ground near the river bank, with the 
mission of preventing enemy infiltration into Chinju 
between the road and the river. The hill positions 
of the rest of the battalion were beyond the road to 
its right (north). There was no physical contact be-
tween G Company and these troops.

Chapter XIII, “The Enemy Flanks Eighth Army in the West,” continues…

This is a continuation of a story published in the 
Fall 2016 issue of the Taro Leaf (Vol. 70, Issue 4).

The late Roy E. Appleman’s book, written for the Center of Military History, has been called 
the most accurate and complete review of what happened during the early months of the Ko-
rean War. Appleman (1904-1993) entered the U.S. Army as a private in 1942 during World War 
II. After completing Officer Candidate School in 1943 he was commissioned a 2nd lieutenant 
and was sent overseas to the Pacific Theater in 1944. During both WWII and Korea he served 
as a combat historian. His other books include Okinawa: The Last Battle and Ridgway Duels 
for Korea. He received the Army Commendation Ribbon in 1945 for performance of duties as 
combat historian in the Okinawa campaign and his contribution to the Okinawa book. 
Appleman retired from the Army in 1954 as a lieutenant colonel.
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The 19th Infantry faced the critical test of the de-
fense of Chinju pitifully understrength. Its unit re-
port for 30 July gives the regiment a strength of 
1,895, with 300 men in the 1st Battalion and 290 men 
in the 2d Battalion. Colonel Moore, however, states 
that the strength of the 19th Infantry on 30 July, 
including the replacements that arrived that after-
noon, was 1,544. The 3d Battalion, 29th Infantry, still 
disorganized as a result of the Hadong battle, had a 
reported strength that day of 396 men. On 30 July, all 
ROK forces in the Chinju area came under Colonel 
Moore’s command, including the remnants of the 
7th Division, now known as Task Force Min, which 
during the day arrived at Chinju from the Hamyang 
area with 1,249 men.

Several hundred replacements arrived at Chinju for 
the 19th Infantry at this time—175 on 28 July and 
600 on 30 July—but it is doubtful if they contributed 
much to the combat effectiveness of the regiment in 
the Chinju battle. Of the 600 that arrived on 30 July, 
500 went to the 19th Infantry and most of the 

remainder to the 13th Field Artillery Battalion. About 
1600 these replacements started forward from the 
regimental command post in Chinju for distribution 
by the battalions to the rifle companies that evening. 
Although the rifle companies were then engaged 
with the enemy, Colonel Moore decided that they 
needed replacements at the front to help in the fight-
ing, and that it would be best to send them forward 
at once rather than to wait for an opportunity to in-
tegrate them into the units during a lull in the battle. 

The 1st Battalion received about 150 of the replace-
ments just before dark and Colonel Rhea immedi-
ately assigned them to companies. Some died with-
out ever appearing on the company rosters. The 2d 
Battalion received an approximately equal number 
of replacements, and they, too, reached the rifle 
companies about dusk. Of the sixty replacements 
assigned to G Company, four or five became casual-

ties before they reached the company position. Cap-
tain Barszcz had pleaded in vain with the battalion 
executive against sending replacements to him in 
the midst of action. He believed that they not only 
would be a burden to him but that many of them 
would be casualties. In the battle that night both 
fears became reality.

After dark the enemy moved in for close-quarter 
attack. Before midnight, G Company killed several 
North Korean soldiers inside its perimeter. Out of 
communication with battalion headquarters, and 
with friendly artillery fire falling near, Barszcz tried 
to join the other rifle companies on his right, but 
he found North Koreans on the road in strength 
and had to move around them. About midnight he 
crossed the road to the north side. There he and his 
men lay hidden in bushes for two or three hours. 
During this time several enemy tanks loaded with 
infantry passed along the road headed in the direc-
tion of Chinju.

The North Koreans directed their main attack 
against E and F Companies in front of Chinju. This 
began about 0215, 31 July, with artillery barrages. 
Forty-five minutes later whistles signaled the infan-
try attack and enemy soldiers closed in, delivering 
small arms fire. The main effort was against F Com-
pany on the hill overlooking the river. There a crisis 
developed about 0500. 

Back of the F Company hill, members of the Heavy 
Weapons Company watched the battle as it devel-
oped in front of them. One of the youngsters in H 
Company said, “Here comes the cavalry just like in 
the movies,” as a platoon of F Company came off 
the hill followed by North Koreans. Other members 
of F Company ran toward E Company’s position. 
At least one platoon of the Heavy Weapons Com-
pany opened fire on the intermingled American and 
North Korean soldiers. Within a few minutes, how-
ever, this platoon withdrew toward Chinju. At the 
edge of the town, Colonel McGrail met H Company 
and put it in a defensive position around the battal-
ion command post. The organized parts of E and F 
Companies also fell back on Chinju about daylight.

COnTInueD In The nexT 
Issue Of The TarO leaf (sprInG, 2017)

“He re co mes the 
cavalry just  l ike 
in the movies.”
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COlD War memOrIes
Continued From Page 19
We maintained contact between two headquarters by FM, AM , VHF 
radio, cable and wire. I walked into the CO’s Office and asked, “Where 
the hell have I been?” He had a big map of Bavaria on the wall and 
pointed out the areas in which the exercise had been conducted. 
In November, we went to the field again. This time I was with a pla-
toon that supported the 1st Battle Group,  19th Infantry. We had the 
responsibility for the communication to Division HQ. The difference 
was this, exercise was conducted in a different area. Good map read-
ing was essential. 
In December, my CO told me LT Martin wanted to see me. The “old 
man” said to me that our platoon had a new mission. The 1st BG, 
19th Infantry was going to Berlin and our Platoon was going with 
them. “Get ready.” A few days, later LTC Martin told me we were not 
going to Berlin. Someone at the Division Ops realized that the Berlin 
Brigade had their own communications.
We were given the mission of providing constant contact with Division 
HQ at Flak Kaserne, Augsburg, during the road march and at each 
Bivouac area. To accomplish this, we had SFC Krywokia from VII 
Corp assigned to us with a new single side-band radio, as well as our 
An/grc-26 HF radio. The march took three days.
We had Sgt. Ebert as platoon Sergeant, and he was a great NCO 
and a very reliable man. The route was Augsburg to Mannheim, Man-
nheim to Kassel, Kassel to Helmstadt. From that point, the Battle 
Group would continue on the Autobahn to Berlin. At each point, we 
were to notify Divison HQ and Battalion HQ of arrival time. 
The point of the mission was the US Government was not about to let 
the Russians close the Autobahn as they had done in 1947. This clos-
ing, of course, resulted in the Berlin Airlift. The government decided 
that our troops would move to and from Berlin every ninety to one 
hundred and twenty days.   
All went well during the road march. We arrived at Helmstadt and set 
up our radio gear. The following morning I was standing at the East 
German border gate. The Battle group started through. The Division 
Liaison Officer told me, “When the last vehicle goes through notify 
division.” At that point, they were under the Command of Berlin Bri-
gade. 
I saw the last vehicle go through and advised the AM radio  operator 
to notify Division HQ. He said to me, “We just lost contact.” I quickly 
went to the VII Corps SSB truck and told the SFC Krywokia to send 
the message to Division and Battalion HQ, which he did. Needless to 
say, I said some words I can’t write here. Our mission was complete, 
and we returned to Flak  Kasserne.  
In the spring of 1962, we did the exchange of Battle Groups again, 
and I was in a different company. LTC Martin said, “You will go to 
Helmstadt and execute the same mission. The platoon leader of 
the supporting platoon will report to you.” So, we did the same thing 
again. And guess what? SFC  Krywokia showed up again, thank God. 
 
Spring of 1962, we got a new Division commander. His name was 
MG. B.F. Taylor. All officers from Augsburg were at the Flak Kaserne 

theatre to meet him. We got called to attention, he went down the 
aisle and up onto the stage. He looked at the Assistant Division CG 
BG Enermark and told him to sit. With the remainder of us standing 
he said, “I am General B. F. Taylor, and I am eminently qualified to 
command the division. Seats.”  I looked at the guy next to me and 
said, “Here we go.”

The army of the early 60’s was Pentcomic. All divisions had five Battle 
Groups with five companies. We also had DivArty and separate bat-
talions. Late 1962 or early 1963 the concept was changed to the Old 
Triangular concept. Each brigade had three battalions; each battalion 
had three companies. 

We in the 24th Division had an added feature. We were to be the First 
Mechanized Infantry Division in Europe  As I recall, it was all done 
in one month. This TOE change was in personnel and equipment. 
When the change was completed, the Division was formed at Gablin-
gen Drop Zone. The 15,000 man Division, with all equipment, passed 
in review before the General. I can’t remember if there were guests, 
but there must have been. Within a month after he took over, MG Tay-
lor visited all units of the division to company level. We got prepared. 

A typical day at Flak was Formation at 0800. We would do the daily 
dozen and run a mile, sometimes two, then maintenance and train-
ing. There was always planning for the next exercise. The exercises 
were frequent. 

One day each month, there was a Division alert. All units moved to 
pre-determined field positions as fast as possible. This was usually 
late at night or early in the morning. It usually took us thirty minutes 
to clear Flak. 

Signal Battalion had permanent positions in the field, i.e., a division 
advance CP. During alerts, Division HQ could move out and we could 
provide Commo quickly. We had a radio relay site on Hesselberg, 
(Tall Hill) Mountain, and Tactical Commo to Munich where there was 
an Infantry Brigade and Division DivArty. These sites were manned 
24/7. We changed them monthly. 

As I recall, we were in the field or planning and preparing to go. Win-
ter months we had vehicle starting crews. The CQ was responsible 
to start all vehicles every 2 hours in case of alert. We had to be sure 
we could move.

We had two training areas in Hoenfelds and Giafenwohn. Anytime 
Divisional units were in the areas, we provided HF, VHF radio back 
to Augsburg. They were in the areas frequently during the “Cuban 
Missile Crisis.” Once an Infantry Lt. walked up to me and said, “I need 
a tour. My platoon is responsible for security of the Division CP and 
you are a part of it.” In three years, this was the only time that ever 
happened.

I returned to the states in 1964 with my wife Dolores and now four 
children, two of which were born in Augsburg Germany, the other two 
in Fort Bills Texas.

Fifty years later, in 2015, I posted a message on the Flak Kaserne 
website and got five “hits.” The summer of 2015, I met with SFC 
Chuck McKenzie in New Jersey. Chuck was a VHF section leader. 
He was with his wife Dottie and daughter. We had a great afternoon, 
lots of memories.
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Jarmuszka, Edward  6th Tank $10  Taro Leaf

East, Malcolm  724 Ord $20 Taro Leaf

Plata, Frank   19th Inf $10 Taro Leaf

Schulte, Edwin  3rd Eng $15 Taro Leaf

Ebert, Clayton  3rd Eng $5 Taro Leaf

Johnson, Lester E.  19th Inf $10  Taro Leaf

Marx, William  19th Inf $25  Taro Leaf

Tighe, Paul   5th RCT $400 Taro Leaf

McCourt, Jack  34th Div $10 Taro Leaf

Helseth, Stan  19th Inf $10 Taro Leaf

Baca, Michael M.  Assoc $5 Taro Leaf

Matter, Melvin  3rd Eng $10  Taro Leaf

Calder, Robert  21st Inf $30  Taro Leaf

DeFrain, Robert  19th Inf $50  Taro Leaf

Gibson, Wesley  34th Inf $10  Taro Leaf

Havercamp, Harry  63rd FA $15 Taro Leaf

Roberts, Clinton  34th Inf $150  Taro Leaf

Ballinger, Dale  24th Avn $50  Taro Leaf

Stratton, Robert  19th Inf $20 Taro Leaf

Harrel, Stephen  19th Inf $100 Taro Leaf

Silverstein, Albert  21st Inf $35 
    In Memory of Lts. Frank Cosnahan & O.D. Conner

 DOnOrs

Beckwith, Anson W.     3rd Eng, Co C     Lifetime Member
Morra, Salvatore L.     7th Arty, Co B     Lifetime Member
Prange III, Marshall A.   24th S&T, Co B    Lifetime Member

Frost, Donald E. 1/34 Arty, A Batt Germany 63-65
Hayes, Roy L.  26AAA, B Batt Korea 51-52
Spurgeon, Joseph C. 64th Arm, HHC Storm-Stewart 90-91
Fay, Gary R.  Div HHC, Support  Germany-Riley 66-69
Baieba, Lorenzo A. 3/19th Inf, Co C Storm-Stewart 90-91
O’Connell, William G. 34 FA, A Batt Germany 60-62
Finkbohner, John F. 34th Inf  Korea 50-51

 new members

Are Your Dues Due?
Look at the back cover of your current Taro Leaf magazine. 
If the date shown above your printed name and address 
shows that your dues have expired - your dues are due! 

Please pay the past due amount and one year forward. 
Please send your payments to John Dunn at the address 
shown on the back page of the Taro Leaf. Thanks!

75Th annIversary
Continued From Page 2

Petso explained that he and other soldiers ran back to the nearby 
Schofield Barracks to get their weapons and begin America’s en-
gagement in World War II. Wheeler Army Airfield was one of the first 
places attacked on that historic day. 

“I was just 18 years old. I was a sergeant in the infantry and we were 
challenged by Wheeler Field to play them in football that Sunday 
morning,” Petso said. “When I looked up in the sky, ... I couldn’t be-
lieve what those strange planes were doing coming towards us.”

The Japanese Empire focused their initial effort on disabling U.S. air 
assets to ensure air superiority during the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
Despite the fact that the units were unprepared for the massive air 
attack, members of the “Victory Division” were able to shoot down 
five Japanese planes on that fateful day. 

The 24th Infantry Division was among the first US Army divisions to 
see combat in World War II. The division was on Oahu, with its head-
quarters at Schofield Barracks, when the Japanese launched their 
attack on Pearl Harbor. The division suffered casualties during the 
attack. Among these casualties were Sgt. Paul J. Fadon, Pvt. Walter 
R. French, Pfc. Conrad Kujawa, Pvt. Torao Migita, and Cpt. Theodore 
J. Lewis (who became the 24th Infantry Division’s first soldier killed 
during WWII). 

“For those of you who were here this day, this is truly hallowed 
ground,” said Army Maj. Gen. Christopher G. Cavoli, commander of 
the 25th Infantry Division and U.S. Army Hawaii.

“Today, 75 years later, the bomb scars are still etched in the tarmac’s 
concrete, just as the edging of the hot molten shrapnel remains as it 
splayed out, 360 degrees from those explosions,” the general said. 
“Bullet holes, scars, remain in these buildings; you can see them 
even today.”

“You veterans of the Greatest Generation rallied to defend freedom. 
Three and an half years later, you emerged victorious for us – victori-
ous against the forces of evil in the largest global conflict in history,” 
Cavoli added.

The attacks on Dec. 7th, 1941, were one of the most influential mo-
ments in U.S. history, forever changing the lives of millions. The sac-
rifice of the brave men and women of that war will never be forgotten.

“To our heroes that are here with us this morning,” said Dawson, 
“the veterans of World War II, the one and only Greatest Generation, 
thank you for answering the call when your nation called. We will 
forever be grateful.”
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 reuniOns
24th Infantry Division Desert Storm Reunion 

Fort Stewart, GA - February 24-28, 2017
For More Info Visit: www.DesertStorm24id.com

L Company,
21st Inf Regiment,
24th Inf Division

REUNION

Apirl 19-23

2017
Nashville, TN
For more info
Please contact
George Vlasic
Ph (910) 287-5618
geonanvlasix@atmc.net

Bore Brother 
Bore!
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DeserT sTOrm veTs hOnOreD
Continued From Page 18 

The Victory Book (2016) was created by JW 
Sternickle. Sternickle served with the US Army’s 
24th Infantry Division during the 1991 Gulf War. 
During Desert Storm he worked as an Army pub-
lic affairs specialist, taking pictures and writing 
news stories. Many of his photos from the Gulf 
War are in the new book. The book is available 
to purchase online at www.TheVictoryBook.
com.

The book includes hundreds of color photo-
graphs and personal stories from former Fort 
Stewart soldiers. The book also features sto-
ries from two widows of 24th Infantry Division 
soldiers who were killed during Desert Storm. 
Their deeply personal stories give the book ex-
tra emotional impact, according to book creator 
JW Sternickle.

“Catherine Alaniz-Simonds and Misty Mandas 
were very kind to contribute to the book,” said 
Sternickle. “Their husbands made the ultimate 
sacrifice during Desert Storm, and I think it’s 
important to remember them and all the soldiers 
who served during Desert Storm 25 years ago.”
Catherine Alaniz-Simonds was a keynote speak-
er at the memorial ceremony held at Fort Stew-
art’s Gulf War Memorial Site. 

Former 24th Infantry Division commander, 
General Barry McCaffrey also spoke at the me-
morial event. General McCaffrey contributed 
a special 25th Anniversary message to the new 
book showing his appreciation for the soldiers 
he led during Desert Storm.

The new Victory Book is a very personal project 
for Sternickle. In 1991, after returning from 
Desert Storm, he was tasked as a young Army 
specialist (E4) with creating the “original” Vic-
tory Book. Initially, that book was going to be 
a simple division “yearbook,” but the project 
turned into a highly detailed pictorial history of 
the 24th Infantry Division. 

The 1991 Victory Book was noted as being one 

of the best division histories published after the 
war and received praise from Gen. Colin Pow-
ell, then Chairman of the Joint Chiefs. Stern-
ickle worked as associate editor for six months, 
alongside editor Margot Hall, on the project and 
the book was published in December, 1991. Only 
7,000 copies were printed. That 1991 book is no 
longer available.

Twenty five years later, creating the “new” Vic-
tory Book allowed Sternickle to revisit the war 
of his youth and share new photos and new sto-
ries. This time, however, former soldiers had the 
chance to directly contribute to the book.

In December 2015, using the power of social me-
dia, Sternickle asked veterans to share their per-
sonal stories and images to create a new book 
marking the 25th Anniversary of Desert Storm. 
The response was overwhelming, according to 
Sternickle. Veterans submitted 100s of photos 
and numerous personal stories reflecting on 
their time in the desert.

“This has been a very difficult project for me,” 
stressed Sternickle. “I created the book with just 
the assistance of my associate editor, my girl-
friend Melanie Hansen, and scanned and digit-
ally ‘remastered’ hundreds of photographs. But 
that work was nothing compared to editing 
some very emotional stories from veterans who 
have been profoundly affected by the 1991 Gulf 
War.”

The book is in full color with 140 pages of pho-
tos, artwork and stories. In addition, the book 
contains a personal story from award-winning 
wartime reporter Joe Galloway.

“It’s all about the power of a good story,” ex-
plained Sternickle. “For many, the Gulf War, the 
1991 war with Iraq, has been overshadowed by 
time. It’s almost been forgotten. But telling these 
stories is important. And the people who tell 
these stories, our Gulf War veterans, they are 
important too.”

To see samples from the new Desert Storm 
Victory Book, readers can visit the book website 
at www.TheVictoryBook.com.
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24Th infanTry DivisiOn assOciaTiOn membershiP

□ Annual Dues - $15.00  □ Life Member - $200.00
(Life membership payable in one sum or 5 yearly payments of $40.00 each.) 

I desire to be: □ Enrolled (or) □ Reinstated, as a □ Member (or) □ Associate Member
(Please check the (2) boxes that apply)

zNAME_______________________________________________________________________________________

UNIT_____________________YEARS____________LOCATION______________________________________

ADDRESS____________________________________________________________________________________

CITY________________________________________STATE_________ZIP______________________________

PHONE__________________________EMAIL______________________________________________________

PLEASE SEND PAYMENTS TO THE ADDRESS BELOW AND MAKE CHECKS PAYABLE TO: 24th Infantry Division Association

John Dunn, Secretary/Treasurer, 9150 Hwy 51, Westover, AL 35147-9527

Korean War Remains Returned Home
The remains of Cpl. Donald E. Matney (declared dead 12/31/1953), were 
recently identified and returned to his family in Seymour, MO. Matney was a 
soldier with the 24th Infantry Division, “H” Company, 19th Infantry Regiment. 

Matney was MIA at Taejon on July 20, 1950, and was buried by a farmer 
about 2 miles out. The Army later recovered his remains, but could not iden-
tify him, so he was buried in the Punchbowl in Hawaii as X-739. 

Due to information later provided by John Zimmerlee, it was concluded that 
X-739 was most likely Matney, so in 2014 the Army was petitioned to ex-
hume the body. They did so in April, 2016, and identified him by comparing 
the Army X-rays to the collar bones of the remains. Matney was returned to 
his home in Seymour, MO, on November 19, 2016, and buried with honors.

Anyone who is still searching for their lost loved ones who served with the 
24th Infantry is encouraged to not give up and to continue the search. Re-
view X-files and compare where your relative was last seen with the infor-
mation now released about these unknown remains. DNA and X-ray com-
parisons now make it highly likely that the Army can determine who these 
remains are if we continue to press them to identify them.

Submitted By Sandy Gormley
Niece of Cpl. Donald E. Matney

More information available at www.CoalitionofFamilies.org.
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NEXT ISSUE
Spring, 2017

The next issue of the Taro 
Leaf will feature stories 
about the 24th ID during 
World War II. The dead-
line for submissions for 
the Spring, 2017, issue is 
April 1, 2017. Please mail 
stories and photos to the 
Taro Leaf Editor, or
email information to -
24thTaroLeaf@gmail.com.

We Need
Your Stories!

Desert Storm veterans of the 24th ID and their family members tour motor pools on Fort Stew-
art, GA, during the 2016 Desert Storm Reunion. Fort Stewart was the home of the 24th ID 
during Desert Storm. Currently, Fort Stewart is the home of the 3rd Infantry Division. Taro Leaf 
vets will return to Stewart in February, 2017, to observe the 26th Anniversary of Desert Storm. 

24th ID Veterans And Their
Families Tour Fort Stewart

World War II
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MEMBERS - Please check your dues date printed above your address.
12 months dues = $15.00. Life members $200.00, or $40.00 per year for 5 years.

Send Dues & Address Changes to:
John A. Dunn, Secretary/Treasurer
24th Infantry Division Association

9150 Hwy 51, Westover, AL 35147-9527  

Mail Obituaries to: Taro Leaf Editor
21541 Wolf Lake Court, Crest Hill, IL 60403

Or email information to: 24thtaroleaf@gmail.com
(Please include a photo if available)

DON’T MISS A SINGLE ISSUE 
OF THE TARO LEAF!

If you change your address, the US Postal Service 
will forward your First-Class Mail for up to 12 months. 
BUT the post office will only forward magazines 
and periodicals for up to 60 days. So if you want to 
keep the Taro Leaf coming to your new address, you 
MUST contact the Taro Leaf to change your address. 
Please send all address changes to John Dunn.
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