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Greetings Fellow Taromen:
As we move forward into
2014, let us not forget how
the sacrifices made by our
veterans have resulted in
better lives for so many
people in this world.
As | am writing this, the
Nation is facing an onslaught
of arctic air which has brought below freezing
temperatures to every state, including Hawaii! This
bone-chilling cold certainly brings back memories to
those who served during the Korean War. Many of
us “younger” veterans recall seeing black-and-white
movie reel footage of the communists in their
“quilted” winter uniforms. The cold was intense,
chilling through the body’s core. Our brave soldiers
not only endured, their sacrifice laid the foundation
for the Republic of South Korea. The South Korean
people continue to praise and honor our veterans.
A lawyer and law professor from Davao City, The
Philippines, recently sent me an e-mail in hopes of
establishing a line of communication with your
Association. She expressed sincere thanks for the
work the 24th Infantry Division did in liberating the
Philippine Islands from the Japanese.

Michael Dogherty is assuming Wes Morrison’s
maintenance of the Honor Roll. This is an important
position and we congratulate Mike’s volunteering
for this responsibility. Tom Thiel, Webmaster, would
like to “retire” from this position. He suggests a
person with good file management skills. And John
Dunn would like to “retire” as Secretary/Treasurer.
Please consider volunteering for one of these
positions.

Please look at your address on the last page of this
and the past issue of the Taro Leaf. The line above
your name is a date such as 08/01/2014. That is the
date your dues and membership expires. If you are
in arrears please pay the past due amount and one
year forward. Those whose dues are lapsed will lose
their membership and no longer receive the Taro
Leaf. Send your payments to John Dunn whose
address is listed inside the front cover and the top
left-hand corner of the back cover.

Save September 17 through 21, 2014 for our next
reunion in Omaha, NE. Please note these dates are
one day earlier than previously published. Mike
Frederick is well on the way to finalizing the event
and more information will be coming in future
issues. We will be staying at the Omaha Marriott
Hilton. They offer free airport shuttle service. We all
hope to see you in Omaha! Best regards,

Don Maggio

Taro Leaf Winter 2014

Greetings Comrades: At this time my
thoughts go to those of you caught up in
the frigid arctic air. Not to rub it in, but
we are comfortable here in San Diego
and I'll soon be heading for the tennis
courts. I'm blessed to be here and |
know it. | grew up in Massachusetts and
that, with the winter of ‘50-’51 in Korea,
convinced me to live in a warmer place.

| wrote in the last issue | made the difficult decision to put
my wife, Dottie, in a nursing home for Alzheimer's patients.
She had a tough time adjusting, but now with proper
medication she is healthy and seems content. It's sad that
she barely knows me, but she is happy in her own world. |
can't ask for more. | encourage anyone facing this situation
with a loved one to heed your doctor's advice when the
situation starts to get out of control. It's best for them and
for you. | want to thank those who have written encourag-
ing words and shared their own experiences. It's good to
know you’re not alone in your difficulties.

I've been adjusting to a new life as a single person. At first
| was emotionally distraught and depressed, not a state
which should be allowed to persist. It ain’t healthy! There’s
no perfect cure for losing a loved one, as | have to
Alzheimer’s or more decisively by death, but the best
remedy is to keep busy, find more to do to fill your time. |
took the month of November to visit my son and family in
the Philippines and | have gotten into two projects there.
At home I'm getting more involved in singles groups and
even started a new one on my own. At our age (speaking
for a lot of you) every day is precious and deserves our
effort to make the best of it. Gee, I’'m beginning to sound
like a preacher, sorry Glenn.

This coming September, 18-21, our national reunion will be
in Omaha, NE. Those who plan to attend this event can
follow the news in the Taro Leaf in this and upcoming
issues. We especially want to encourage those who have
never made it to a national reunion to take advantage of it
this year. And also keep in mind the regional reunions
which will also be posted here.

You may tire of reading it, but | want to encourage all of
you to send your contributions to me for future issues.
Your name in print in these pages will give you some
satisfaction and may invite...who knows what...from other
members.

May God bless you and keep you well,

David Valley
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To: Don Magio, President: Michael J. Doherty, (21st
Infantry, Germany 66-67) of 1857 West 4th Street,
Piscataway, NJ 08854, mcd5@optimum.net, a Life Member
of the Association has agreed to take over the responsibil-
ities of the Honor Roll. | have agreed to keep a duplicate
copy of the Honor Roll and to assist him until he feels
comfortable handling it himself.

It is requested that | also get a copy of any TAPS notices
and that you give a copy of the Association roster to him.
We have been in touch and reviewed some of the
procedures but, each TAPS notice is different so we will be
in constant touch on these matters. Wes Morrison

Michael: Thank you for volunteering for this important job!
Let me know what | can do to help, but Wes has all the
knowledge on this job. Best regards, Don Maggiol

Editor: | am writing to you to ask if you would take Gilbert
Hale off the mailing list for the Taro Leaf. He was a life
member #951. My Dad past away in April of 1998. He
retired at the age of 66 in January of 1998. Two months
later was diagnosed with leukemia and past April 27th
1998. My father joined the army at the age of 17. He was
one of the first 200 men over to Korea. We as a family
always enjoyed listening to his experiences, some happy,
others not so happy. We miss him greatly. My mom and
dad were married for 48 years and had 6 children, our
mom also passed in 2009. We have enjoyed reading the
Taro leaf since his passing but now, please remove our
address from the mailing list. Thank you.
mmkcostello@windstream.net

Hello David, In the latest Taro Leaf you noted that you
have now placed your wife in a nursing home. I'm going
through the same experience with my wife of 55 years.
What | was wondering is "does the VA provide any
assistance for nursing home care"? Right now | have a
caregiver coming in for 6 days a week for 5 hours a day. |
pay the full cost for this (523 per hour). | may soon need

From Newsclip In 1963, | was a master sergeant in the
24th Infantry Division in Munich, Germany. In November, |
and four other E-8s were on a liaison mission to our sister
brigade in the German Army in Bad Reichenhall, Germany.
About 7 p.m., we were celebrating when a young soldier
came in and whispered to their 1st Sgt. He called his
troops together and the place became dead quiet. He then
told us that President Kennedy had been assassinated. We
grabbed our gear and headed back to Munich where we
were on alert. James lvey, Green Valley, AZ

He is apparently not a member. Can someone contact him?

to put her in a nursing home. Eskaton here runs from
$3800 per month up to $9000 per month depending on
the care required. That's why | wondered if the VA would
provide any help. Thanks for your input. George Peifer

George: | recommend you contact the nearest VFW and
ask for their Service Officer. He will be able to help or
point you in the right direction. You might also contact
one of our members, Fred, (adjoining letter) who works
for the VA. Another possibility is to get advice from a
financial planner in your local area who is familiar with the

Editor: 2013 Reunion Memorial Photo Book

The subject book is now available on the Home and
Reunion pages of www.24thida.com. Feedback is solicited.
Copies available. Tom Thiel

Tom Theil: It is very impressive..Excellent job, Tom Appler
Reunion Attendees: Check this out, Tom Thiel did a

wonderful job of putting this together. I’'m sure everyone
who attended would want a copy. Editor

programs available from your State. David

Linn County Leader, Brookfield, MO, December, 1954
Pfc. Nat L. Serfass, 21, son of Walter F. Serfass, Rothville,
recently left Korea, with the 24th Infantry Division which
has been assiged to Hakata, Japan. The Victory Division
has been in the Far East since World War Il. Serfass, a
squad leader in the 34th Regiment’s Heavy Mortar
Company, has been overseas 14 months. He entered the
Army in March 1953. (Recently on the internet, Ed.)

Hi All: Maybe you all have seen this already, but here’s a

David, My name is Fred Wagar and | am a member of the
24th IDA. | was reading the latest issue of the Taro Leaf
and noted there is the Western Regional Reunion in
Laughlin, NV. | live in Las Vegas and wanted to offer any
assistance you may need. | served in the 24th ID ‘92-'96 in
the 124th Intelligence Battalion as an Arabic Interrogator
and spent most of my time in the Middle East and Somalia.
| now work for the Department of Veterans Affairs assisting
separating service members and veterans with their
disability claims. It appears that the 24th IDA is mostly
Korean War veterans, but I'd be glad to assist with the
reunion if you would like. Feel free to contact me at your
convenience. Fred E. Wagar, Member, 9161 Black Slate St
Las Vegas, NV. 89123, (702) 463-9795 (H), (775) 857-9905
(C), (702) 653-2217 (W).

Fred: | appreciate your offer to help. It is most welcome.
David

link to “Men in War” — a full-length movie made 1957
about Korean War. The first thing | noticed was their Taro
patches...
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4VM7fxJ-Cbo

Merry Helm, Historian

Thanks Merry, | opened the link on my computer and
found the film, but | think I'll try to get a DVD of it rather
than try to watch it on the small computer screen. David

Dear E-Mail Gang: Tomorrow will be my 39th treatment
(radiation), last day of it. | am sorry if | missed some of
your mail, but at the end of the day, | am just too tired
to read them all. | had to delete over 300 hundred and
hopefully, none of those needed a reply. | will take a
PSA every three months for the next 4 years. The treat-
ments are painless and take between 3 to 5 minutes. I'm
the same old Joe whose faith is just as strong as | know
God will see me through this. | love all "youse muggs."
Joe Langone

Taro Leaf Winter 2014
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Editor: | have 80 or so digital pics (scanned from slides -
| still have the original slides) taken by my father in the
Korean War. He was a Lt (Lt Ralph C. Blow, 1914-1984)
at the time, and the pics are in the timeframe before the
Chinese came into the war. The pics are of various US
and ROK troops, refugees, countryside destruction, etc.
My father was with the 24th Infantry Division Replace-
ment Company. He was captured at the Chosin Reservoir
by the Chinese, but managed to escape and make it back
to friendly lines. Is there an organization that would be
interested in having any of these pics? | have attached
one of my father with a Unit sign. Thanks, Mathew
Blow, Lt, USCGR Retired. matt <ttamwolb@yahoo.com>

David: Here are some more pictures from Korea, 1951.
Please use what you want for the Taro Leaf and send the
rest to Merry Helm, our historian. Marvin Reed, 21st
AAA, Life Member #2002, 2900 Right Hand Cyn. Rd.,
Palomino Valley, NV 89510-9300 tel. 775-475-0290

Marvin: Will do. The picture above shows Marvin (right)
with Bill Rentzman, July 1951, near Chun Chon, Korea.
David

Tom Thiel: Good evening and Happy New Year. | have
communicated with you before and | am the son of life
member Russell G. Arnold #104. | had printed off the list
of Taro Leafs Needed from the Vol 67, Issue 3, Summer
2013 issue. Long story short, Dad has let me borrow his
huge stack of Taro Leaf magazines dating back to Jan
1953. | will look at the issues and sort them and be in
touch by comparing to the online issues on the website.
Best wishes to all and | am very glad to assist in getting a
complete list for you. Sincerely, Mark Arnold
ontario1994@aol.com

Editor: David J. Valley, 19th RGT

First allow me to thank you and the 24th Infantry Division
for your role in liberating Davao City during World War 1.
| am a lawyer, professor of law at Ateneo de Davao
University and an elected official of Barangay Talomo.

It is heart warming to note that the place were | am
serving as elected official right now is at the very place
where your division saw action during WWII. | thank you
very much for that. | hope we can establish
communications.

Best regards, Atty. Rene Alexis P. Villarente, Ateneo de
Davao University, E. Jacinto Street, Davao City Tel No.
(63)(82)2971543 Cell 09267521771

Merry Helm: Here’s some good info about POWs, from
Korean War, | thought you might be interested to see.

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SdKbZKICHs8 Richard
Downes, Executive Director (Lt. Hal Downes, MIA 1952)
Coalition of Families of Korean & Cold War POW/MIAs

P.O. Box 4194 Portsmouth, NH 03802

Thanks, Rick. Great detective work. | wasn’t expecting to
see live interviews with ex-POWs.

Don Schmincke, the first POW interviewed for the film,
was a medic in the 21st Regiment, 24th ID. He was
captured July 12, 1950 — a very bad day. He survived the
Tiger Death March, but he passed away in 1996.

The next patient, PFC Eugene W. Reid, was from Virginia.
He was in 7th Regiment, 3rd Division, captured April
1951.

The third interviewee was, of course, General William
Dean, 24th ID.

The fourth is Lt. Robert S. Wood and, as he mentions, he
was with 8th Cavalry Regiment, captured at Unsan on
November 2, 1950.

Number five is PVT James Wendling, Easy Co, 5th RCT,
24th ID, captured April 22, 1951. Died 1999.

General Mark Clark did a great job at the end. Television
was stilted in the 1950s, but that’s to be expected...
Thanks for tracking this down. Merry

Taro Leaf Winter 2014
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John Dunn,

| would like to fill you in on some of the 24th Infantry
Division Personnel from the Pacific during WWII who went
to Camp Hakata, Fukuoka Japan as part of the occupation
forces. From there to Korea, then to Fort Polk, LA, and
finally to San Antonio, Texas.

Let's start at the beginning. There may still be a few around
who may have been with WW!II General Roscoe Woodruff
of the 24th Infantry Division. Now, | will move forward just
a bit.

Recall Task Force Smith. A total of 540 members, some
from the 21st Regt and others from the 52d Field Artillery
who were the first to enter Korea. The mission

was to slow the advancing North Koreans. The Battery
Commander of the artillery unit was Lt Duane Scott.

Now back to Camp Hakata. It was the home of all of the
24th Division Artillery. Our Commanding General was H.J.
Meyer. His Aide was Lt Tom Rogers. Shortly, all of this will
come together.

By late 1951, just about all of the Kyushu’s 24th had

Upon my arrival, Capt Tom Rogers met me and brought me
to report to General Meyer, the XV Corps Artillery
Commander. Tom was still the General's Aide.

| was surprised that General Meyer remembered me. The
majority of the conversation was explaining our trip north
to the Yalu River and then the trip south. He

said it reminded him of the trip up and down in July '50.

rotated. Enter Lt. Dewey Coles arriving at Ft Polk, Louisiana.

| joined an artillery battery in North Fort Polk and was with
it for a few months. Tom Rogers told me about Duane
Scott. He was the Aide to the Corps Commander, General
Woodruff. The three of us managed to get together. That
was fun.

It was shortly thereafter that | was reassigned to the Corps
headquarters. For the next two years, we three stayed
close. There were only two Lieutenants in the Corps
Headquarters. Building. | was in G3 and the other in G4.

Now the 24 Reunion in Columbus, Ohio in 1952. I'm
adding a picture. A group of Taro Leafers were rounded up.
We flew to Columbus. | am in the 2nd row directly

behind the two guys wearing ties.

Well over 20 years ago, we were visiting friends in San
Antonio. They had been our next door neighbors while at
Polk. He, Harold Floyd, had been the Medical Service Officer
at Camp Hakata around 1948-49. The timing of the visit was
perfect. We were there for a reunion of the Hakata group.
Approximately 20 plus were in attendance. | remembered a
few who were there when | arrived. Most had been there
from early occupation days. As a matter of fact, neither
Harold nor | knew the other had been at Hakata during
occupation days until the S.A. reunion came about.

Often times we hear people say "It's a small world" when
talking about seeing people after many years. | guess what |
have mentioned here shows that "it's a small 24" Infantry
Division Association."

Dewey Coles, Member, 130 Oak Dr., Breaux Bridge, LA
70517-4852 tel. 318-332-2057

Taro Leaf Winter 2014
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Referee:

Capt Leroy S. Stewart
Columbia Univ.
Umpire:

Mr. Wm. Katrishen,
Mississippi Southern
Field Judge:

Lt Col Francis Gregg
New York Univ.
Head Linesman:
Mr. Thomas Petrus
Ohio Univ.

Head Timer

Capt Howard Smith
Army, Ball

Thanks to Harvey L. Zimmerman, 24 th Med, Life Member
#1510, who sent one of the original play bills to me. This must
have been an interesting because of the rivalry between the
regiments and considering the players were a tough crew,
many of who had survived combat in Korea. Harvey can be
contacted at Box 356, Christianburg, OH 45389.

Taro Leaf Winter 2014

GIMLET TEAM, 21ST REGIMENT

C Lyons44

QB Danks 16

FB Hall 27

RG Gavam 10

RT Malik 60

RE Cunningham 51
LE Keehn 50

LT Mays 61

LHB Haghes 24

RHB Byard 26

LG Schevermann 42
16 Danks, Thomas
17 Thomas, Robert
19 Bracey, Wilbert
D4 Hughes, Robert
P5 Lemer, James

D6 Byard, Milton

P7 Hall, Marvin

B1 DeFranco, Joseph
33 Hogge, Lawrence
34 Llances, William
35 Gosert, Robert
36 Bagley, George
39 Sanders, John

10 Garan, George

4 1 Petee. Wilford
42 Schevermann, R.
43 Maliski, Paul

44 Lyons, Leonard
45 CoankKello. S.

47 Filers, Jay

48 Poitivant, Roland
49 Miller, Larry

50 Keehn, Ludwig
51 Cunningham, J.
52 Davis, Melviu

5J Little, Okey

54 Rodgers, Jim

55 Ikilki'.s John

56 Katalinicb, Joe
59 Green Freather, R
60 Malik, Henry

61 Mays, Carl

62 Pierangeli, V.

63 Fisher, Charlie
64 Myers, John

65 Schultz, Pete

66 Plummer, David
67 Krynicki, Bernerd
f8 Tiedeken, Richard

ROCKERS TEAM

19TH REGIMENT

LHB Samela 33

C Anderson 66
QB Patterson 23
FB Nimon 22

RG Gilts 44

RT Vanderloon 64
RE Braky 41

RHB Sullivan 59
LE Drilling 43

LT Maghakain 63
LG Read 42

70 Glasso, Vito
37 Erskine, Stafford

59 Sullivan, Raymond J.

58 Vath, Henry G.Jr.

40 Decarlo, Raymond A.

50 Jesberger, Leon L.
52 Wallace, Eugene

64 Vanderloon, Eugene

45 Jones, Robert P.

66 Anderson, Robert W.

43 Drilling, Richard D.
44 Gilts, Roy A.

71 Hackaett, Robert S.
54 Evans, James L.

31 Shrum, William E.
61 Gilmore, Robert
49 Birnstengel, Richard
47 Thomas, Herbert H.
42 Read, Rodger

69 Fletcher, Jack F.

53 Tiso, Geatano A.
48 Guindon, Roy E.

63 Maghakain, John
23 Patterson, Francis
22 Nimon, Jack

25 Stiner, Jack R.

24 Lawson, Arthur

33 Samela, Leonard T.
41 Braky, Richard E.
60 Picken, Herman P.
35 Adair, Allen C.

39 Cross, George B.
62 Clowser, Richard J.
38 Crocker, Raymond
67 Columbo, Thomas
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David: We tried to make traps in order to stop tanks. This was the largest and best one we made at Schofield
Barracks. We were the 11th Tank Company. This tank had a nine-cylinder radial engine. | came to Hawaii in

1939. Robert “Bob” Maher, Sr., Member,
14419 Holiday Dr. Kp N, Gig Harbor, WA 98329-5126

Dear David: | read your comments in the latest Taro
Leaf and wanted to drop you a line. We are sorry for
your wife's illness, and the difficult decisions that are
necessary in such a situation. My wife and | just cele-
brated our own 60th wedding anniversary, and fort-
unately both of us enjoy good health. We often are
aware of those around us, approximately the same age
or even younger, who have not fared as well. We thank
the Lord for our good fortune every day.

| had just finished reading an article from a local paper,
The Fishwrapper, in which the author of the main story
dealt with this very topic. | thought her viewpoints may
be of meaning and assistance to you as well, so will
enclose it for your benefit. In closing | also wish to
express my personal gratitude to Tom Thiel for his
steadfast and dedicated work as Webmaster. Although |
do not know him personally, | have been keenly aware
of his many years of dedication to this Association, first
as Taro Leaf Editor and more recently as Webmaster.
Tom has also certainly earned the thanks and praise of
every member!

George F. Lance, Member, 319 Valley Road, Etters, PA
17319 tel. 717-938-6480 email: patlance@aol .com

Editor: My name is Joe V. Patterson, | served with A Co,
19th RGT in Korea, 1951-1953. | went up Komwa (sp?)
Valley from Inchon to Hill 547. | was also in Japan at Camp
Schimmelpfennig. I’'m looking for anyone who served in
the unit at that time. Thank you. Joe Patterson, Member,
608 K 20 Highway, Horton, KS, 66439 tel. 785 817-1949

David: | have been a member of the assoc. for five
years. | served near the DMZ in bunkers and trenches
and at the compound, Village Pagot-Ri. | looked over the
Imjin River near Freedom Bridge for a year in 1957.
Went over “Chunchon in 1958 to help guard old airstrip.
We're bringing 4 missel from Japan. Saw one “Honest
John” rocket leave the pad. | was in 1st squad, 1st
platoon, Able Co,34th RGT. | called one Taroman from
Kalamazoo, MI last week. | would to hear from others
who served in ‘57-'58. Ernest E. Wickline, Member, 413
Monroe St. Mt. Hope, WV 25880 tel. 304 877-5298
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Hi David: Nice story about you and your M-1. I'll tell you
mine. Several years ago while | was in the VA Hospital wait-
ing room | was reading my latest issue of the "American
Rifleman" which had the M-1 on the cover. A man nearby
asked me about my interest in guns. | told him | used to
carry one and would like to have one again. He asked if |
would like to buy one and would $25 would be too much! |
quickly said no. He later called with his address. About this
time I'm thinking this M-1 is probably junk, but it was like
new. | test fired it and it wouldn't cycle, but | changed the
blow-back piston and cured it. | wanted to put a scope on
it and left it with a neighbor who said he could do that.
Later he claimed someone stole it!

Strangely, the only time | carried an M-1 was when in basic
training at Camp Roberts, CA. In Korea | was assigned to
21st AAA and was issued a M-1 carbine. Back in the States
at Fort Irwin | was a supply clerk and didn't have to do
many formations. | don't recall what | had for a weapon. |
do remember a time | was Soldier of the Month and got to
carry the guide-on when on parade. My home was only
three hours away, so that was a good assignment for me.
Looking back, | served with a great bunch of men! But to
me it is a bit strange that none of us have stayed in touch.
As many times my name has been in the Taro Leaf and
Graybeards, no contact. Maybe some, especially draftees,
don't want to be reminded of their service. You are doing a
great job with the Taro Leaf, David. Keep it up.

Marvin Reed, Life Member #2002, 2900 Right Hand Canyon
Road, Reno NV 89510
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Nominate Your
Choice for the 2014
Verbeck Award

Nominating Committee

Thomas M. Appler, Chair, 24th S&T Bn.
tom-steph@comcast.net
410-746-3412 (C)

Glen Carpenter, Chaplain
21st RGT.. 231-266-5283

Mel Frederick 19th RGT., Director
760-772-7909-W 507-455-1639-S

Gene Spicer, 19th RGT, Director

July 15, 2014, is the final date for you to nominate that member you feel most 812-273-6996

merits the Association’s prestigious Verbeck Award. This Award recognizes
that Association member who best displays Bill Verbeck’s love for the 24t
Division and it's Association by engraving the recipient’s name on the
Association’s Verbeck Bowl, recognizing them at the Annual Reunion Banquet,
and presenting the recipient with a small personal model of the Verbeck Bowl.

George Vlasic, 21st. RGT, Dir. at Large
geonanvlasic@atmc.net
910-287-5618

William Tricarico, 19th RGT. Dir. at Large

The Award is to acknowledge a person's commitment and hard work in helping 910-287-5618

to make the Association more successful—it is not to reward popularity. John B 13th EA. Life Memb
Use the postcard on the back page for your entry. o e adohtaas et

Looking FC CHAPLAIN’S CORNER

I'm sending this message from my iPad. Here
we are in the middle of January. We've had
plenty of snow. The wind chill got to 45
degrees below zero. I'm still working with my
son and his group who have PTSD and tbi.
Everything is going fine.

Editor: Arthur Brown, 24th ID. Art was my oldest brother
who | never met. | would like to learn more about him
while in the Army and more about him as a POW. My three
other older brothers are now deceased and they used to
attend conventions trying to learn information. If you recall
him please share with me. My grandchildren chose to honor
him in a class Veterans Day school project but would have
liked more personal information if it is available. Nancy
Brown Arunakul, baby sister Nancy Arunakul

| selected these verses, Psalm 27-4,5 for the
this issue of the Chaplain's Corner.

One thing | ask from the Lord,

Editor: | am seeking information about my Uncle, Captain : .

Gerald S. Kidd, who was killed in an airplane crash at Atami, that | may d\}vr:ﬁ ﬁ‘nltyhg(;‘;:::%f the Lord
Shizuoka-ken, Japan, on August 14, 1953. At the time he was all the days of my life

Section Chief, Headquarters Company Aviation Section, 24th to gaze on the beauty of the ’Lord
Infantry Division. He had enlisted in the Army at age 18 or and to seek him in his temple.

19 while he was living with my family in Washington State

but was a native of Kansas. He went to officer school after .

the start of WWII and served in Europe during that war and he v:iﬂrklge:,h?ngas‘;&f i:%ligldewelling'
later in Korea and Japan. | have the record of his awards and he will hide me in the shelter of his sacr:ed
decorations and would like to have more information if tent

possible. He had lived with my family, due to the death of and set me high upon a rock.

his parents and was more like a brother than an uncle.

George Robison, 14017 56th Ave. NW, Gig Harbor WA 98332 Chaplain Glen Carpenter

georgerobison@centurytel.net
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To Set the Record Straight

SSGT Blunt

“Next, the 19th Regiment turned its attention to
two islands in the Sibuyan Sea, east of Mindoro,
Simara and Romblon, which are about 25 miles
apart.

The plan was for reinforced companies of the 1st
Battalion to land simultaneously on each of the
islands on the night of 11-12 March. The expected
surprise, it was hoped, would offset the
disadvantages of darkness, heavy seas and rain
squalls.

The rubber-raft landing on Romblon by C Company
19th went off well, but poor visibility and mixed
signals from guerrillas ashore forced troops to
delay the invasion of Simara until dawn.

The fighting on both islands was difficult and
costly. The company assigned to Simara took 10
days to clear the island of the stubborn enemy,
killing 120 but losing 10 dead and 20 wounded of
its own. That company, leaving the rest of the job
to the Filipinos, moved over to Romblon to help
conclude that operation.

After the landing, C Company riflemen engaged in
house-to-house fighting and drove the Japanese
out of the town of Romblon and Into the hills. An
American patrol, maintaining contact with the
enemy, was cut off and pinned down by the
Japanese, who held the high ground.

A relief patrol poured enough fire into Japanese
positions to allow the first unit to escape with
their casualties, but the Chicks remained at a
disadvantage to the Japanese holding the crest of
the hill.
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To set the record straight, this article was
taken from the 24th Division history book,
and it is incorrect. | was one of the squad
leaders in that operation. Lt. Naegle was
ordered, under threat of a court martial, to
proceed with the two squads to engage the
Japanese without mortar support. That was a
bad decision by Capt. Dallas Dick the company
commander. | was wounded in the upper leg
in three places, two close to my crotch and
one in the outer side of my leg not in my
lower leg.

SGT Charles Blunt, Squad Leader, 1% Platoon,
C Company, 19 RGT, 24th ID.

Mortarmen laid down a barrage and drove the
enemy off the top, enabling C Company to charge
up the height. Lieutenant William C. Naegele
leading the unit received orders by radio to pursue
the enemy.

With no heavy weapons support available, Lt
Naegele moved his platoon into position to resist
an expected Japanese attack. He placed Sergeant
Charles E. Blunt's first squad on the right, a
machine gun squad with Roy Welch, gunner in the
center, and the second squad on the left. Despite
laying down a base of fire, the platoon came
under heavy fire from Japanese snipers and a
machine gun as a Japanese officer waved his
Samurai sword to signal a banzai charge.

With several men already killed and wounded, the
first platoon started moving back toward the
beach. Sergeant Blunt, although wounded in the
lower leg by a grenade, led his squad down a
steep ravine to avoid the Japanese attack. Sitting
down facing four directions the squad waited
while Japanese soldiers beat the brush with
machetes looking for them. When darkness came
Blunt led his squad to the beach. Blunt and one of
his squad members, PFC Gene Welch, who was
also wounded, recovered together in a makeshift
hospital and later in a field hospital on Mindoro.

The 19th Infantry troops put down the island's last

resistance on 3 April with a loss of 15 killed and
35 wounded. About 140 Japanese were killed.”

This concludes the official report of the battle as
taken from the 24th ID History. Editor
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“Waliting

For Dawn”

December 1, 1950, an excerpt from John Baker’s book

| think it was Dec. 1, 1950. | woke up in a snow bank at
daybreak, cold and hungry. Every bone in my body ached.
| was not sure | could get up from where | was lying. But
that was the least of my problems; | could hear artillery
echoes in the distance from all directions. The question
was, "whose artillery?"

A few yards from me were three dead American soldiers,
half covered with snow. | turned one of them over; he
was lying on his M-I rifle. | picked up his weapon, pulled
back the bolt halfway. One round was in the chamber and
one in the clip. | let the bolt go forward, pulling the
trigger twice to make sure the weapon worked. The
soldier had two bandoliers full of ammunition tied around
his waist. | used my bayonet to cut the strings removing
the bandoliers from underneath him. | checked the
pockets of his parka; luck was with me, two cans of c-
rations. | felt around his neck for his dog tag chain and
removed the tag from the extension chain. | held the tag
in my left hand, made the sign of the cross, read his
name out loud, and said "Soldier, rest in peace." |
repeated the same for the other two.l must have plowed
through three hours of snow, still picking up dog tags as |
went, knowing it would snow again; all those bodies
would be covered up and never seen again.

It was three PM. | saw an American; he was vertical! My
heart leaped with joy, a live one. He was at port-arms
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with bayonet. A shot rang out; saw the American fall
backwards into the snow. Dropped down on my left knee,
putting the carbine on full automatic. | could see no one.
Then out of nowhere, a Chinese soldier running with rifle
and bayonet, just yards from the American. Took aim,
pulled the trigger. | saw the Chinese soldier fly backwards.

Plowing through the snow towards the American, hoping
he was still alive. Got to him, | shouted "why didn't you
shoot that bastard?" He laughed, "out of ammo." "Where
you hit?"

"Right chest.”

"Soldier, do you have any morphine shots?" "No." "O.K.,
put these two units under your left arm pit. They're
frozen and have to defrost so they will work."

| was applying the medical pad to his chest when he
yelled out "Johnny!! It's me!l Harry

DeNofio." | couldn't see his face. The fur on the top of the
parka was covering his helmet and face. Pushing away the
fur, sure enough, it was Harry. | laughed, "Harry, what the
hell are you doing here? My sister Margie wrote. You
were wounded?" "Yeah, in September!" "So, why are you
still here in Korea?" "Oh, that. A machine gun bullet went
right through my thigh. | sent the Purple Heart medal to
mom back home.” "Harry, a Purple Heart should have
been your ticket home.”

"Oh, 0.K. Johnny." "Harry, give me one of those morphine
units." | gave Harry the morphine shot in the right
shoulder, then | cut a mobius strip of material off my
parka. Made, a medical sling around his neck and around
his arm to keep it in one place. Took my medical pack,
applied it to his stomach wound. The blood on his
stomach was frozen.

"Harry, do you know where you are?" "Yeah, North
Korea!" "Point to the south." "Johnny, I'm lost." "Yeah, me
too. Harry, | have to get you to a hospital!"

"Johnny, how many morphine shots do you have?" "Four
in my pocket and one under your left armpit!" "How long
are they good for?" "Four hours."

"Johnny, when | go home, | want to prove to the people
back home in Cedarville that Italians are

good Americans. We're not afraid to fight!" "Harry, you
don't have to prove anything; to anyone, anywhere! To
hell with them, hold your head up high!”

“Harry, we have two choices. | can pick you up and carry
you and hope we run into an American unit or wait until
daybreak and see the sun rise. Then | know exactly what
direction to go." "Johnny, you know the Chinese shoot
prisoners of war?” "Yep" "So Johnny, let's not go carrying
me into the Chinese, 0.K?"

"Johnny, | feel great, there's no pain." "That's the
morphine working, Harry. I'm going over and strip the
Chinese of his clothing. Here's my .45 pistol. It's cocked,
(See next page)
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(Continued from (from previous page)
round in the chamber. Safety's off. Hold it with your left
hand, in case of visitors, Chinese type!"

| stripped the Chinese of his padded coat and pants. All he
had on his feet was material strips

wrapped around and up his legs. He was stiff as a board. |
returned to Harry and put the padded

pants under him and the padded coat over him. The
temperature was minus 30 degrees in the day

time. No one knew how cold it was at night. According to
China and North Korea International

statistics 1950-51, November, December, and January, was

the coldest winter in one hundred years. No wonder | could

never get warm. | shivered all the time. In North Korea it
was miserable.

"Johnny, do you think our Moms are burning candles and
praying at the church for us?" "Oh yeah, morning,
afternoon, and evening. In fact, the rate our moms are
burning candles at the church, they will have to build
another candle factory in Rome just to keep up with our

mothers' prayers. And hope our moms don't wear out their

rosary beads. Harry laughed, “That's a good one Johnny.
That makes me feel good and warm inside."

We reminisced about our childhood days, all night while
"Waiting for Dawn." There we were, huddled together in a
snow bank trying to stay alive, not knowing what the next

12 hours would bring. Life or death; that would depend on
the Chinese. | had one can of C-rations left, 1943, frozen. It

would be a long night. (Excerpt ends here)

Waiting For Dawn. The book is dedicated to Baker’s friend,

Harry DeNofio, 27th Inf., 25th Infantry Division.

Epilogue:
When dawn broke, Baker carried Harry DeNofio until they

found some American troops. By that time, Harry had died.

Mr. Baker left Harry and the pocketful of dog tags he had
collected with a medic. He went on with another unit. He

later learned that the medic and his unit had been killed by

the North Koreans. Harry DeNofio and those who had
owned the dog tags that Mr. Baker collected remained
classified as MIA, missing in action, because their bodies
were not found and there was no record of their deaths.
These men were officially listed as "presumed dead" in
January, 1954. John Baker, Life Member #2061, 839
Newton St., Monterey, CA93940-9394

Dear David:

Just a note to le you know that we mourn with you for
your actions with Dottie. It’s tragic after 60 years to have
to put your loved one in a nursing home.

The recent Taro Leaf was, as usual, a good one, we
enjoyed reading it. If you can find time, come to visit us if
you are in the area. Would love to see you. As of now we
plan to be at the reunion in Laughlin in March.

Ben and Beverly Allen.

Ben: Thanks for the note. | see Dottie frequently and she
is happy in her own world. I’'m more contented now

knowing | did the right thing. Hope to see you soon. David

Dear David,

You noted in the last Taro Leaf that you'd like some
memorable stories for future publications. The following
immediately came to mind and | pass it along for what
ever it is worth.

| entered Korea in late 1953, arriving at Inchon and
making my way south on a troop train all the way to
Pusan. From there it was a landing craft ride to Koje
Island, where the exchange of prisoners had just been
completed.

| was one of the first new arrivals to be interviewed by a
sergeant from the Personnel Section, who asked if |
could type. | responded that | had one year of typing in
high school, but never got past 35 words a minute. He
repeated his question: "can you type." | responded |
could in a very limited fashion and was immediately
assigned to his Personnel Section, taking care of the
personnel records for two line companies. And that is
where | spent the next eleven months of duty before
shipping home.

Some months later we moved up near the 38th parallel
to relieve another regiment. The Personnel Section was
housed in a quonset hut style building, which was
isolated up on a hill overlooking the Regimental area. It
had a plywood floor that echoed every footstep, and a
wooden front door that served as the entrance and exit
point. It was almost impossible to close without shaking
the end wall and making a loud reverberating sound.

The Warrant Officer in charge had his office on a raised
platform at the rear end of the hut. We traveled to
work each day in the back of 6x6, on a dirt road leading
to our building. When inside the building you could hear
every vehicle as it made its approach or departure.

The story: One day we heard a jeep coming up the road
and stop outside. A brand new second lieutenant came
through the front door and demanded to see whoever
was in charge of the company to which he had been
assigned. He was directed to that individual and thus
began a heated discussion. Finally, after the lieutenant
had fully expressed his disappointment or disgust (I'm
not sure which) he stormed out of the building, with
each footstep pronounced extra loudly on the plywood
floor, and slammed the wooden door behind him. The
whole building shook from the slam. We heard the jeep
start and trail away down the road.

Unknown to most of us, and certainly the 2nd lieutenant
officer, the Regimental Commander happened to be up
in the office/platform speaking to the Warrant Officer in
charge. The commander had obviously witnessed the
entire display of bad temperament. The commander
waited a short while and then called headquarters,
asking for the lieutenant by name. His verbal request
was that the lieutenant "please return to the Personnel
Section and close the front door properly."

(Next page, lower)
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Local Veterans all served in the 24 Infantry Division

Paul McArdle of Summit Hill
is a roofer. He's had his
business a long time. He's
always had an insignia on his
truck for the U.S. Army's
24th Infantry Division, the
unit he served in during the
Vietnam era. He was
stationed in Germany. He
was installing a roof on a
West Amidon Street
residence a couple of years
ago when Mario lezzoni, a
neighbor to McArdle's
customer, noticed the
sticker. lezzoni also served in the 24th Infantry Division,
but during the Korean War. Bernard Markey of Summit
Hill, a post-man at the time, delivered mail. He noticed
that McArdle and lezzoni both got the "Taro Leaf"
magazine, the official publication of the 24th Infantry.
Markey also had served in the unit. He served with the
24th in Korea right after the Korean War ended. He
contacted McArdle and lezzoni and the three became
close friends. This week, the trio got together and shared
stories about their military experiences. The 24th Infantry
Division, nicknamed the Victory Division, was formed Feb.
1, 1921, at the Schofield Barracks in Hawaii. The division
insignia is based on the

taro leaf, emblematic of Hawaii, and 24th Division
soldiers are often referred to as 'Taromen’.

MARKEY

lezzoni, 80, made a career in the military, retiring as a
sergeant major. He served in Korea from January 1951
until January 1952. He saw the most combat of the three
veterans. He recalled that on his first day of duty in
Korea, a gunner and assistant; gunner close to him got
hit by enemy fire, he was an arms bearer. On that first
day when | started receiving fire, he said. | crawled into a
small crevice between two rocks. | was there for one or
two hours. The enemy was on the other side and kept

MCARDE firing. He fired at
me at least 25 times
and missed every
time." It was a
snowy, foggy, chilly
night. One of the
platoons chased the
enemy away. In one
stretch, he was in
combat 55 days in a
row. Another time,
the Chinese counter-
attacked his unit
and hit four or five
men. "They were
firing all over the place," lezzoni recalled, noting that
some bullets even flew between his legs. Miraculously,
he wasn't hit. "I wound up coming home without a
Purple Heart," he said. "I got scrapes." He said he
sustained shrapnel in the head,legs, and foot, but no
serious injuries. He did receive numerous awards
including the Bronze Star.

IEZZONI

Markey, 77, was in Korea from 1954 to 1956. The war
had ended in June 1953. "My tour there was no where
near as exciting as his," he said of lezzoni. He said he
was trained as a radio operator but never got to use that
skill. Instead he drove Jeeps for an Air Force lieutenant.
He recalled two interesting events in Korea. One time he
was picked up by Jack Sovitsky of Lansford. Another time,
Gino Poll of Coaldale gave him a ride.

McArdle, 69, was in Germany in 1963-1965. He was a
teletype operator specializing in Morse Code. He said he
made a lot of friends in Germany and still keeps in touch
with some of them after 48 years.

By RON GOWER, Times-News, PA
www.thonline.com
rgower@tnonline.com

(From previous page) Word about his request quickly
spread among we clerks. Sure enough, a short time later
we heard the approach of a jeep on the road. It stopped
outside but the engine remained running. A few moments
later the front door opened about a third of the way, and
then gently closed again.

T he jeep departed down the road and that was the end
of the incident. We all got a chuckle out of the
happenings and | always get a smile on my face when |
think about it.

A lesson learned: As time moved on in life, | also realized
that the commander had passed along an important and
valuable lesson to not only the lieutenant, but for each
one of us who were witnesses.

By his method of handling the situation he demonstrated
that the 2nd lieutenant's rank was not very important in

the overall scheme of things, and he was just another guy
in a place he'd rather not be. The bars on his shoulders
did not make him more important than anyone else.

But the commander also did not force the lieutenant to
re-enter and face him - or any of us face to face. Instead,
he made his point and set the lieutenant on the correct
course without "stepping on his shoe shine." He allowed
him to save face.

As a supervisor of many people throughout my
subsequent 40 years in the private work world, | valued
such lessons many times over. My Army Leadership School
plus practical lessons learned along the way in the military
served me well for all that time. It was time well spent.

George F. Lance, Member, 319 Valley Road, Etters, PA
17319 tel. 717-938-6480 email: patlance@aol .com
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K CO, 19th RGT in the Davao
“Victory Parade,” 1945

A Philippine Farm...

My squad moved cautiously out of the jungle and
slowly across the clearing. We were high up in the
Mindanao hills in the last big mop-up campaign in
the Philippines. The scene spread before us was one
of peace and quiet. In the center of a cornfield sat a
small bamboo farm house with its palm-thatched
roof. To the right of the field was a deep ravine
choked with dense growth of the tropical jungle. The
far end and left side of the field were hedged by
dense green foliage of a banana grove. In the heat
of the midday sun an atmosphere of drowsiness and
peace prevailed over the scene.

We spread out in a thin gray-green skirmish line and
advanced cautiously across the field. A dog, sleeping
in the shade of the bamboo shack, roused and went
trotting across the clearing to disappear in the
banana grove. No other sign of life was visible. As
the squad approached the edge of the banana
grove, our automatic rifle (BAR) gunner suddenly
dropped to one knee and began to sweep the dense
foliage with bullets. The heavy cracking of the
Browning was echoed by a thin staccato of a
Japanese Nambu machine gun. As if controlled by a
giant force, the advancing line fell flat and began to
return the fire.

When | pressed my carbine to my cheek and
squeezed the trigger, nothing happened. My gun had
jammed. The realization of what was happening had
not yet made its impression on my mind. | fished
the jammed cartridges from my weapon and looked
around to see what the rest of the squad was doing.
A few yards to my left, the BAR gunner was
crouching in the dirt and firing as rapidly as he could
reload. Beyond him lay Eddie, my tent mate from
the previous night, stretched out with his head in a
pool of blood. His life was slowly staining the
Philippine dust. The rapidity of it all, the newness of
it all, filled my mind leaving no time to be afraid.

After a few minutes, which seemed like an eternity,
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the squad leader
gave the order for us
to pull back about
fifty yards and set up
a line of fire.
Another soldier and |
grabbed Eddie's pack
straps and dragged
him back to the
shade of a tree in
the rear. Then we
took up our positions
on the line.

| was lying in a

shallow depression

about six inches

deep with only a

lone cornstalk for

shade. As the
seconds grew into minutes and the firing increased, |
began to think of a farm back in Kansas, and how
different it was from this one. | thought of Mom and
Dad and of all | planned to do when | got out of the
army. And last of all, | thought of Eddie lying there
in the pool of blood as his life ebbed away. For the
first time in my life | began to know fear.

As | lay there and looked around | began to notice
things | had hardly seen before. The jungle-choked
ravine could hide untold numbers of Nips waiting for
an opportune moment to spring upon us. The dense
foliage of the banana grove furnished perfect
camouflage for the wily Jap. It shut off from our
sight any glimpse of the hidden machine gunner,
and left us shooting blindly. The once peaceful farm
with its cornfields and gardens was suddenly
transformed into a shooting gallery with my squad
as targets. The flat open field that had been such a
relief to the men after wrestling with the tangled
creepers of the jungle was ironically turned into a
gallery of hell. For us, It afforded very little
concealment and no cover. The sun burned pitilessly
down upon the men stretched in the open, but they
dared not move for fear of attracting the enemy
fire.

By the time a tank came to blow up the edge of the
banana grove, | had drank my two canteens of
water and was almost overcome by nausea. The fear
imbedded in my being that day stayed with me
throughout the ensuing months of combat, and long
afterward. For months | would awake suddenly from
a sound sleep in a cold sweat with visions of Eddy
lying in a pool of blood. The impression of the
Philippine farm was imprinted on my brain as if
etched there by some master craftsman.

By Robert W. Hickey, 1945-1946, Life Member 384,
7800 CR 327, Blanket, TX 76432-6369

Bob wrote this account when in college, he also
provided the picture above. Editor
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BEGGAR’S ISLAND, Koje-do, Korea

by John S. ElImo, Introduction by Major General
David S. EImo, U.S. Army Reserve

My father, the author of this novel, John
S. EImo served as a Corporal in the Korean
War. He was on the Korean Peninsula
during the latter stages of the war in
1953. He worked as the company clerk in
George Company, 21t RGT, 24th Division,
whose mission was to help manage a
Prisoner of War (POW) camp on Koje-do,
an island off the extreme southern end of
Korea. While much of this story is
fictitious, a good portion of the historical
references in the novel are based on what
he saw, participated-in and experienced
there.

Many people refer to the Korean War as
“America’s Forgotten War.” It has always
been curious why it is commonly consider-
ed “forgotten.” While there are many
other reasons, my simplified interpretation
of this unfortunate dynamic considers three historical
points.

First, the war in political and territorial terms was
stalemate — the 38th parallel (as a national border),
existed both before and after the war. Next, the reaction
of the American public to the war in Korea was always
considered rather mute. | believe the reason for this had
a lot to do with the fact that the American perception of
war was hardened by the grand scale of WWII, which had
concluded a mere five years before. Last, the returning
veterans themselves, upon coming home, seemed to be
quickly and culturally mainstreamed back into a society
that was both experiencing an economic renaissance and
did not seem overly concerned with criticizing or
analyzing the overall objectives of our effort in Korea.
This being said, | have not met a Korea veteran who does
not get agitated when others refer to their war as a
“conflict” or in the more euphemistic “peace (police?)
action” term.

A dispassionate review of the historical facts, however,
demonstrates that the Korean War was one of our
nation’s most intense, difficult and bloody. Estimates
indicate that nearly 37,000 American and 138,000 South
Korean troops gave their life in and around the peninsula.
Deaths among the opposing communist forces, principally
the North Koreans and the Chinese, are estimated in a
range from 370,000 to near 750,000. These estimates do
not even consider civilian deaths (est. 1-3 million) through
out the Koreas, nor the numerous non-death casualties.
All of this loss of humanity occurred in a little over three
years, officially from June 25, 1950 to July 27, 1953.

It is important to note that in the early 1950’s, the
United States’ approach to national security, during the
Truman administration had evolved into a policy of
containment. This policy was primarily aimed at stopping
the growing Soviet and communist threat. As such, Korea
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became our first proxy war. That is to say that the
actions which took place on the Peninsula represented a
strategic struggle between the forces of democracy and
communism. On the democratic side, the major forces to
the Korean War included the
Republic of Korea, the United
States (U.S.) and troops from the
hastily constituted United Nations
(U.N.) command, who had about
twenty other member countries
contributing in various combat and
support roles. On the communist
side, the major forces included the
Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea and China, with advice and
varying levels of support from
Soviet Russia.

Many consider the Korean War as
the first major act of the Cold
War. The historical timing of
Beggar’s Island is set as when my
father was in Korea, beginning in
1953. The warring forces at this
point had mostly settled back to
their pre-war geography, with a dividing line mostly at or
around the 38th parallel. What dominated this period of
the war, however, were the exasperating, long-term
diplomatic negotiations between the two opposing forces.
A primary theme in these negotiations dealt with the
repatriation and management of POWs. The communist
negotiators were adamant that, without exception, all
their POWs were to be returned to the country that they
came from. Due to the fact that a large percentage of
these POWs did not want to be repatriated, the U.N.
command negotiators pushed for voluntary repatriation.
All of these dynamics, not to mention, the presence of
hard-core communist infiltrators, greatly agitated tension
in the camps.

Beggar’s Island, set in Koje-do, is historically correct, as
this was where the great majority of the U.N./U.S
managed POW camps were located. It is estimated that
throughout the war over 170,000 POWs were kept on
Koje-do. For your context, the word “do” in Korean,
equates to the English word of “island.” There are a
number of historical references that attribute the
nickname “Beggar’s Island” to Koje-do. While the most
prominent linkage of Koje-do to “Beggar’s Island”
occurred when Time magazine named it such in its
January 1952 feature. Other sources indicate that it was
an expression of the difficult conditions and attitudes of
local inhabitants on the island. Also, newer, perhaps
more apologetic, sources claim that it had more to do
with the unprepared quality of the military personnel
assigned there during the Korean War.

John S. Elmo, Life Member #1512, john.s.elmo@juno.com
John has written several books, this apparently the first
about the Korean War. He sent an e-copy to me from
which | read the introduction by his son, MG David S.
Elmo. | found it to be one of the best background pieces
on the Korean War | have ever read. | selected the first
portion of it to include here. Editor
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11th Field Artillery

Artillery Unit Proves The Value of the “Mediums”
August 1950. Stars and Stripes- KOREA

The 155-mm howitzers of Artillery are the big boys of a
divisions' fire power. But the Artillerymen of the 24th
Division's 11th Medium Field Artillery Battalion proved
that the mediums can work effectively in the front lines
when the need arises.

Tired but jubilant over their showing at the front in
support of both the 24th Division and the 1st Cavalry
Division, men of Battery B pulled out of the line on July
25 after more than two weeks of some of the fiercest
fighting in Korea.

The story of Battery B in particular, and the entire
11th in general, was told by 1st Lt. Irvin Feinberg of
Brooklyn, N. Y., the executive officer of Battery B.

Under command of Kansan Capt. John R. Thompson,
the battery moved into the line the night of July 7 in
support of the 21st Regimental Combat Team of the 24th
Infantry Division.

The battery received its baptism of fire at Chochiwon
where it accounted for five Red tanks, firing at a distance
of from 12 to 13 thousand yards. It marked up six tanks
the second day, and pulled back from its location in front
of Chochiwon to take up new firing positions to the
south.

Again the unit displaced to Taejon where it continued
to support the 21st RCT after Taejon fell. Then it moved
to Yongdong where where it took on the task of support-
ing the 1st Cavalry Division until the 82d Medium
Battalion could move in.

At Yongdong it accounted for a great many more
tanks bringing its total up to 29 for the entire period.
During its stay on the line Battery B also accounted for a
great number of trucks, enemy troops, and four self-
propelled guns. It was given credit for breaking up a
planned attack against the 21st and 34th Infantry
Regiments by this practice of "mixing everything" it had
in the way of ammunition.

Battery B moved out of the line with its equipment
intact and only one man wounded, a sterling record for
any unit which had seen that much action. However, the
battery, according to Lieutenant Feinberg, was forced to
fight its way out of every firing position in order to gain a
new one. Even the withdrawal from the line was made
under small arms and mortar fire, and at all times the
Artillerymen were either firing their guns or in perimeter
defense.

Guns were set up in dry river beds. In a few instances
they were set up in orchards, but the soggy ground of
Korea made in difficult to keep the guns laid, and in one
day the guns had to be laid 14 times because the trails
jumped each time the gun was fired.

In addition, the mediums were called upon to fire like
105s, which meant that they had to re-lay the guns to
fire at new targets. In a day and a half at Chochiwon,
Battery B alone pumped out 830 rounds.

There were feats of individual heroism in the 11th,
too. In one instance Corporal Chavez of Service Company,
ammo truck driver, was moving a four-ton truck and a
huge trailer load of ammo to the front when the trailer
was hit and burst into flames.
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Without a moment's hesitation, Chavez leaped from
the truck, ran to the rear, unhooked the trailer and,
returning to the cab of the truck, drove it to safety,
saving the lives of eight men and hundreds of rounds of
ammunition.

Another time during the evacuation of Konju, a six
foot long strip of roadway collapsed beneath the weight
of a loaded ammo truck. The truck overturned, trapping
Lt. Kenneth G. Smart of Omaha, Neb. While flames began
to lick towards the hand grenades and 155-mm shells. Lt.
Delbert Bishop of Enid, Okla., and Cpl. Billy Toon of
Service Company, (Oklahoma City) ran to the truck and
succeeded in pulling Lieutenant Smart to safety.

Back in the rear for regrouping before returning to the
firing line, the 11th looks back at its first days in combat
with pride in its achievements.

(In checking against the 24th General Orders that | have
so far gathered, | note Thompson received the Silver Star
for actions 16 July 1950; Delbert Bishop and Billy Toon
each received the Bronze Star/V. | suspect Corporal
Chavez was decorated, as well, but his citation might be
among the hundreds of General Orders | haven’t yet
retrieved from the National Archives. Merry Helm)

‘ BOOK REVIEW \

“Prairie Boys at War” kept bringing a lump to my throat.
The U.S. had only a few military “advisors” in Korea
when the North invaded the South in June 1950. The
U.S. rushed ill-trained and ill-equipped American units
from Japan to help the South keep a toehold on the
peninsula.

In this riveting narrative, Merry Helm sought out the
fast-disappearing Midwest veterans of those frenetic
days to record their words, to reconstruct their countless
acts of sacrifice and heroism, their almost unbelievable
suffering, and the horror of captivity experienced by
many.

Her vivid narrative of the first four months of America’s
“Forgotten War,” supported by official citations,
contemporary reporting, maps, photos, correspondence,
and unit reports, is a remarkable achievement.

Prairie Boys at War is both sad and uplifting. | am
reminded of Winston Churchill’s tribute to the Royal Air
Force during the darkest days of World War Il: “Never
have so many owed so much to so few.” Now, thanks
Merry Helm, we can say the same about her prairie
boys.

This review is by John Durand. He is a military author
whose books include “The Boys: 1st North Dakota
Volunteers in the Philippines.”

Members: | need not remind you that Merry is our
dedicated historian who has been extremely helpful in
finding buried information about the 24%. | will let you
know in the next issue where we can get Merry’s book.

Editor
16 Volume 68 Issue No. 1




BACK ISSUES NEEDED

Taro Leaf Winter 2014

17

24" ID on Find a Grave Website “Find a Grave” is a
1995 website by Jim Tipton to cater to his hobby of
visiting celebrities’ graves. Genealogists soon discover-
ed it and it has become a primary genealogy site. Last
September, Ancestry.com announced its acquisition of
Find A Grave, thus bringing it firmly into the genealogy
realm. It now has over 111 million records (1/14). At a
genealogy presentation, | used www.24thida.com/ to
demonstrate how to access and download website
data. Lee Gordon, a member of both my genealogy and
computer groups asked me if it would be acceptable for
him to download our TAPS entries from our website (or
from Wes Morrison’s distributions) and upload them to
Find a Grave. Lee has been doing this ever since; you
may view the 24" Infantry Division grouping he created
at http://www.findagrave.com/cgi-
bin/fg.cgi?page=mr&MRid=47550011&MSid=46554879
This is a valuable means of showing off our 24" IDA—
several have found us this way.

Digitizing Taro Leafs Progressing — Our mission to
digitize all 24™ IDA Taro Leafs ever published is still
underway; we now have nearly 10,000 Taro Leaf pages
scanned and uploaded to www.24thida.com/ There are
more yet to scan, BUT | DO NOT HAVE THE COPIES.
Please review the table enclosed for those | still need.
Remember that | need to cut the spines to enable
passing them through the scanner.

| want to mention again that this effort was aided
immensely when Ed and Carolyn Farmer donated over
$900 to provide a high speed sheet feeder scanner that
will automatically digitize both sides of the pages of an
80-page Taro Leaf in less than a minute!

History of 24th Infantry Division in Taro Leaf Index
There has never been a key word index of Taro Leaf
publications; now thanks to Larry Gay, George
Company, 19th Infantry Regiment. 24th Infantry
Division Historian, 2004-2009, we now have an
excellent one. Larry compiled those items in our Taro
Leaf publications that in his subjective judgment were
of significance. This has also been uploaded at:
http://24thida.com/taro_leaf/taro _leaf index gay.html
Three versions are presented: the original in
Date/Volume, Article and Event order.
Much thanks, Larry!

Recent Additions to the Website:

2013 Louisville Reunion Photo Book, Thomas Hoke
Compere Wartime Letters 1942-45, 19th Inf. Reg.
Monument-GA, Gay's Taro Leaf Index, USA Today's 60th
Anniv, Bil