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Letter from the President 

Once again I am proud to serve another year as your President and will continue to keep the membership 

infotmed of happenings in the Association. My best means of communication with the membership on an 

expedient basis is bye-mail. If you have been getting my announcement, that means I have you e-mai l address. 

If you have not received any e-mail correspondence from me recent ly that that could mean I don't have your e­

mail address or you have changed ISP so I lost communication with you and would need you e-mail address . 

This years newly elected officers are myself as President, Cannello Frank Geraci, Vice President and Donald E. 

Maggio, Secretary/Treasurer. 


This year's reunion seemed a great success. 1 welcome the 27 First Timers at this reunion and I hope they all 
enjoyed themselves and will make the reunion in Indianapolis. Everyone T talked to agreed it was a great 
location with everything within walking distance for those who liked to wa lk . Even I managed to get out to 
walk to the Liberty BelJ and Constitution Hall. A great BIG thank you to Sam Slater and his family for the 
outstanding programs they put together. There were so many that donated items and food to the reunion that it is 
hard to mention alJ of them. In particular, I wou ld like to thank Boy Scout Troop #305 for their participation in 
the presenting and retrieving of the Colors. I want to thank and congratulate Amanda Merschen, a 3rd year 
Rowan University Student, who sang the National Anthem while colors were being presented and then sang 
"God Bless America" when they were retired and those in attendance who joined her in the signing. The Ajax 
Auto Glass and Mitchell Family generously donated 24th IDA Philadelphia Reunion Commemorative and 
Philadelphia Korean War Memorial T-shirts. Donna 's Danceworks for their performance at the Ladies 
Breakfast. Finally I found out what a Mummer was. Members of the Philadelphia Mummers performed at the 
Aloha Banquet and really put on a Show. I understand the Mummers have strutted every New Years Day in 
Philadelphia for 102 years in their elaborate, sequined and feathered costumes playing their upbeat music, dance 
routines and of course the Mummers Strut. 

More good news, J think we finally settled everything with the IRS with just the small penalties and fines for 
the non-payment of FICA taxes for the period Yvonne Mullins and Will Schumaker drew wages. All fines and 
penalties for failure to submit the 2001 and 2002 tax return [onns on time were waived based on appeals 
submitted by Norm Dixon when he was Secretary/Treasurer (See minutes of General Meeting). 

During the meetings, the Executive Committee voted to incorporate the Association again and at the General 
Meeting, those present voted to confirm the dec ision. This decision was based on the CPA Monica Stem 
(Specialist in Non-Profit organizations and Associations) stating we should incorporate. I did decide to see what 
other Association thought of the Idea. I e-mail approximately 87 Association and was surprise when the 
answers came back. I found that only 2 were not incorporated and the others recommended we incorpora te. I 
contacted Member Roger Mitten, a practicing attorney, for his thoughts and advice and he said he would look 
into what we would have to do. At the reunion he explained we should incorporate for reason to numerous to 
mention here but primarily to protect the Associations Officers and Trustees (Members) against any possible 
law-suites. 

I would like to congratulate the 10 winners of year 2005 annual drawing. Edward G. Bousan Pembroke, MA; 
Kim Evans, Nevada City, CA; Richard C. Joseph, Norwell, MA; Richard T. LaFlame, Lynn, MA; William C. 
McClure, Beaver Dam, KY; Richard & Patricia Quatier, Vancouver, WA; Alfredo Rodriguez, Laredo, TX; 
Charles H. Stukins, Englewood, OH; Raymond Tomczak, Philadelphia, PA ; and Anthony J. Wojtas, Oneida, 
NY who also donated his prize back to the Associa tion. A big thanks to Anthony. 

Remember, the Officers of this Association are here to serve the membership . Any questions or problems feel 
free to contact the appropriate Officer as li sted inside the cover of your TAROLEAF. 

Wes Morrison 
President 
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'WELC: 
24 '. \11\ {)n. 

MEMOIIIAl 
" VICTORl 
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LtoR: 
Charles Rickenback, Unknown, Bill Hos ler, John R. Hewilt 

L to R: Ra lph Carter, George Frazier, AC Horanzy 
19'''TNF 13'''&63'" FA 19''' INF 

Pearl Harbor Survivors - Liberty Bell Chapter One, Philly, PA 

.-c0o•etlon Ce.... 
~ in t4e "palm 0.(. ~ ftuuL" 

Guy Sheppard 
Uniquely personalized, hand-<:rafted walking 
sticks inscribed with your favorite memories! 

Harrison with a Guy Sheppard origi.nal walking stick. 
817 - 439 - 3397 

If you are interested in a one of a kind 
walking stick, give Guy a call. ~ Editor 
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Photos generously submitted by several reunion attendees 05 





Photo's generously submiued by several reunion anendees 07 
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24th Signal Battalion 

"Voice 01 Victory"' 

Submjtted By ­
Pete F. Gozzo, 
24" Sig. Pete is 
holding the left 
comer of the flag. 

Th e photos below were submitted by Leon Silver , 24'" Sig. They are the begillning of Lee's photo journal of the war. Th e Taro 
Leaf will be publishi ng more from Lee's journey in future issues. Check the 241h Signal page for more of memories of Korea. 
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WELCOME TO CROWNE PLAZA HOTEL & CONFERENCE 

CENTER AT HISTORIC UNION STATION 


HOTEL RESERVATION FORM 


24TH INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATION REUNION 
September 20 - 23, 2006 

Room Type Requested 
Run 0 f the House _ :-:------::,------:-:­
Double, Smoking or Non-Smoking ___ 
King Non-Smoking ___ 
Exec, Smoking or Non-Smoking ___ 

Rate 
$92.00 
$92.00 
$92.00 
$92.00 

Number in Palty 

'Note: Cunent room tax is 15% and is subject to change. 

SPECIAL REQUESTS : 
Smoking__ Non-Smoking __ Connecting Room _ _ ADA Room__ Hearing lmpaired, _ _ _ 
'All special requests will be noted but cannot be guaranteed due to the overall hotel avai lability. Hearing 

impaired devises avai lable at Front Desk. 

RESERVATIONS MUST BE RECEIVED BY AUGUST 21, 2006 TO ENSURE ROOM 

AVAILABILlTY.(After this date, rooms will be on space and rate availability only.) 

The discounted room rate will be extended 3 days prior and after the reunion . 

Date of Arrival______ Date of Departure _ ____ _ umber of Nights ______ _ 

Name (Please Print) ____________________________ _ 

Address: ________ _________ ______________ _ _ 

City: ________________ State:_ __ ZIP: ___________ _ 

If guaranteed to a major credit card, please give the following information: 


AMEX__ VISA __,MC_ __ DISCOVERY__ OTHER__ 


Credit Card Number: _ Expiration Date: ________ _ _ __ 


Signarure: ___________________ _______________ _ 

Mail this fonn to: Crowne Plaza Hote l, Reservations, 123 W. Louisiana St., Indianapolis , IN 46225 

Telephone Reservation: 1-317-631-2221 Confirmation umber:___________ _________ _ _ 
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LOOKNG FOR BUDDIES (,.~Bill y , if you could put a note in about my Just got a note from Charles "Chuck" 
gr andfather I would appreciate it. His name is Elden R. Lowry with his dues, He would like to ~ 
Lloyd Broadfield , PFC, and he was k illed on 
Correg idor on Februar y 2 1, 1945. He was in the 
34 th Infantr y Regt. A Company. He would have 
been 25 at the time of his dea th , and he joined in 
1944. Hi s home was in Yates City, Illinois, on a 
far m, and he had a w ife named Helen and three little 
boys between the ages of 5 and 2. My dad is the 
middle child and he was 3 when Elden was k illed, 
We ar e hop ing that someone might r ecognize his 
name, or have been there at the same t ime he was 
and k now what was going on. T hanks for your 
he lp l Heidi 
Heidi Edgar , 797 Ames Barineau Road, Havana, FL 
32333- 6707, Phone : 850- 576- 4984 , Email 
Brav029_98@yahoo.com. 

1 found your contac t information on tbe 24th Infantry 
Division website and also from talking to Mr. James Coope r. 

1 am try ing to locate former members of the 2nd Battalion, 
19 th Infantry, to p rovide oral his tory for our unit Regimenta l 
roo m. [ am also trying to locate any living former Batta li on 
Commanders to serve as the honorary Commander o f the 
Regiment.. I would be very grateful for any ass istance you 
would be willing to provide. Thank you very much in advance 
for your he lp. 

Respec tfully, 
Michael S. Owens 
CPT, AR 

Commander, A Company, 2nd Battalion, 19th Infan try 
Regiment 
United States Anmy Infantry Training Brigade, Ft. BelUling, 
GA 3 1904 (706) 544-8394 (direct) (616) 293 -5569 (ce ll ) 
michael.owens@benning.anny. mil 

Heid i Edg. r w<ls .150 looking (0' ",(mm. t ,on .bout 
A lbert Guly<l, <l member or "A" Comp.ny, 34th 11lF.' ntry, 
who w.s .tt'lched to BLT #3 dU ri ng the ret. king of 
Correg ldor Isl'lnei on 16 Feb !,s. Guly. w.s KIA on the first 
d.y, She h'lel phot os or the company on • t.ble, When I 
went b.ck, they were gone. ThiS IS (or the b.ckground on 
t he req uest .bout the source or the book Oil t he I. " cl lng 
:lI1d b.ttle, 

CWUk1&dC@l~ 


bJU~Dl1te!! 

-
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hear from anyone who served in Korea 
between March 1955 - July 1956. He was 
on the DMZ with "G" Co. 21st Inf. His address: Charles 
R. Lowry, 7106 Mason Road, Berlin Heights, OH 44B14­
9470 

If anyone out there remembers SFC, Abner 
Skinner Chief of Firing Battery, that was in B 
Battery, 13th Field Artillery 1950-51, he now 
resides at 4512 Tipton Ct, Ft. Worth, TX 76135, 
Ph. 817-238-8907 . He was my 1st Sgt. in 1953­
56, He is a soilder from his belt buckle both 
ways. Charlie Andrews 

HI Guys. 

Is there. roster o( members o f Service Co., 21st Reg\. 
<lV. il.ble (0' .nytime (rom J.n '51 thru June '52? I hwe 
been out or touch With you .11for these m.ny ye. ts ."d 
h.ve ,ecently jOined the Associ. tion. t h.ve (mgotten the 
n. mes or. lI my (ellow comr'ldes "nd think seeing their 
names would help me remember some who served Wit h me 
dUring t hat period The on ly n.mes I req ll are those or my 
CO (.'~a[. Bond), my 1/Sg\. "Murphy" and M/ Sg\ 
"o'connell', I hope t h.t see lllg • list of company members 
wdl trigger Further memOries, 

Hopefully, 

'Mitch" Weinste in, (PFC) 2676 Vaughn Court, Delton, 
FL 32725-2259, phone 386- 789-8520 

Does anyone out there have a roster they can share 
with Mitch ? Billy, Editor 

) ; ~..Tl 
i I ~ , 

mailto:michael.owens@benning.anny
mailto:v029_98@yahoo.com


In Katrina I Didnt See Racism, I Saw Brotherhood 

Rabbi Aryeh Spero, Posted Sep 7, 2005 

In New Orleans, beginning Tuesday morning, August 30, I saw men in helicopters ri sk ing their lives to save 
stranded flood victims from rooftops. The rescuers were White, the stranded Black. [ saw Caucasians navigating 
their small, private boats in violent, swirling, toxic floodwaters to find fellow citizens trapped in their houses. 
Those they saved were Black. 

I saw Brotherhood. New York Congressman Charlie Rangel saw Racism. 

Yes, there are Two Americas. One is the real America, where virtually every White person I know sends 
money, food or clothes to those in need -- now and in other crises -- regardless of color. This America is 
colorblind. 

The other is the America fantasized and manufactured by Charlie Rangel, Jesse Jackson and AI Sharpton, who 
constantly cry rac ism! even in situations where it does not exist, even when undeniable images illustrate love, 
compassion and concern. These three men, together with today's NAACP, want to continue the notion of Racist 
America. It is their Mantra , their calling card. Their power, money, and continued media appearances depend on 
it. 

Often, people caught up in accusing others of sin neglect to undergo their own personal introspection. They 
begin to think they alone inhabit the moral high ground. It is high time these men peered into their own hearts at 
the dark chamber that causes this unceasing labeling of their fellow Americans as rac ist. They may find in that 
chamber their own racism -- against Whites. 

There is only one rea l America. Beginning Friday morning in Houston, thousands of regular citizens poured 
into the Astrodome offering water, food, clean clothes, personal items, baby diapers and toys, love and even 
their homes to the evacuees who had been bused in from New Orleans. Most of the givers were White, most of 
those being helped were Black. But there was Jesse Jackson, busy on TV, accusing the country of not putting 
Blacks -- i.e ., him -- on some type of Commission he is demanding. Where was he early in the week? Not 
sweating with others from around the country who had scraped their last dollar to come help. With Jesse, its 
always about Jesse. 

After decades of hearing accusa tions from Jesse, AI , Charlie, the NAACP and certain e litists about how racist 
America is, it would have been refreshing to hear them for once give thanks to those they for years have been 
maligning. These self-anointed spokesmen for the Black community lead only when it comes to foisting guilt 
and condemnation, and not when it comes to acknowledging the good in those they have made a career in 
castigating. 

As a Rabbi I have a message I wish to offer to my fellow members of the cloth, Reverends Jackson and 
Sharpton: It is time to do some sou l searching. Your continued efforts to tear this country apart, even in light of 
the monumental goodness shown by your White brothers, is a sin. 

There are no churches in the world like the American churches. And there are no better parishioners and 
members of churches anywhere in the world. These churches are saving the day. Their members -- infused by 
the special and singular teachings of our unique American Judeo-Christian understanding of the Bible -- are, at 
this moment, writing an historic chapter in giving, initiative, and selflessness. They are opening their homes to 
strangers. They are doing what government is incapable of doing. 

America works because of its faith-based institutions. It always has. That is what makes it America. 
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So next time the ACLU tries to diminish and marginalize the churches, saying there is no role for religion in 
American public life, that an impenetrable wall must be erected separating the citizens from their faith, cry out 
Katrina. 

Next time the ACLU goes to court asking that U.S. soldiers not be allowed to say Grace in the Mess Hall and 
that communities be forbidden from setting up a nativity scene, ask yourself: without the motivation of 
Goodness sourced in Faith, would people offer such sacrifice? Where else does thi s Brotherhood come from but 
the Bible which teaches Thou Shall Love Thy Neighbor as Yourse lf. 

I saw brotherhood on Fox News, where 2417 reporters used their perch as a clearing-house for search-and­
rescue missions and communication between the stranded and those in position to save. In contrast, the Old-line 
networks continued with their usual foolish , brain-numbing programming. Those who always preach 
compassion chose profit over people. 

The New York Times has utterly failed America. Its columnists could have used their talents and word skills to 
inspire and unite a nation. Columnists such as Frank Rich and Paul Krugman, however, revealed their true 
colors by evad ing their once-in-a-lifetime chance to help and instead chose to divide, condemn, and fuel the 
fires and poison the waters of Louisiana. In them, I saw no Brotherhood. The newspaper always preaching 
compassion verifies Shakespeares They protest too much. 

Similar elitists here in the northeast and on the west coast have over the years expressed their view of the South 
as unsophisticated and Texans as cowboys. Well, the South has come through , especially Houston and other 
parts of Texas, whereas, as I write this on Labor Day, the limousine moralizers are lying on east and west coast 
beaches thinking they're doing their part by reading Times editorials and calling George Bush racist. How 
sanctimonious life becomes when proving you are not a racist depends not on living in a truly integrated 
neighborhood, but by simply calling others racist. 

Like so often in history, facts trump platitudes. Reality reigns. Those who always preach brotherhood , thus far 
have acted devoid of it. Those who for decades have been accused by elitists of not having compassion are the 
ones living it. They are: the churches, the military, and the sons and daughters of the South. 

Rabbi Spero is a radio talk show host, a pulpit rabbi , and president of Caucus for America 

IS IT A STROKE? 

Sometimes, symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify, and the lack of awareness spells disaster. 
The stroke victim may suffer brain damage if people nearby fail to recognize that it is a stroke. Now, 
doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three Simple questions 

Ask the person to SMILE. 

Ask the person to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

Ask the person to SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE. 

If he or she has trouble with any of these, call 9-1-1 immediately and describe the symptoms to the 
dispatcher. 

After discovering that a group of non-medical volunteers could identify facial weakness, arm 
weakness and speech problems, researchers urged the general public to learn the three questions. 
They presented their conclusions at the American Stroke Association's annual meeting. Use of this 
test could result in prompt diagnosiS and treatment of the stroke and prevent brain damage. 
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24th Division Association 

Secretary / Treasurer's Report 
New Lifetime Members Companyl 
Name Unil Battery Da le 
G<ll'za, Jose Illh FA A Aug-OS 
Nelsen, Chris Assoc 14-Nov-OS Son o r "Dutch" 
Oster, Ke nneth D. 15 th Inf D 4189 - 4/9 1 Desen Stonn 
Rtggkrmtn, Gregory A. 3Td Eng E Aug-05 
Vaughn . Thomas W. 63ro FA Svc OC I-OS 

New Mell1bers 
Company! 

Name Regiment Battl'ry 
Ba rnard , Greg L. Assoc Me hlhaft: Carolyn Assoc 

Father. Carlyle V Barnard, was 19th In! HQ CO 1944 ·194r5 Wife ojCfarencce MehlhngJJ63rd & 13111 FA Korean 7/49 - 7/5/ 
Brockneld, Russe ll G. 34t h Inr M Naoha ra, George N. G-2 
Brown, John D. 19 th In1' C Jap(ln & Korea, 1948 - 1952 

Kor(!(1, POW 4 No v 50 - 5 Sep 53 Parlberg. Ra lph E. 19th Inf F 
Buller. Jr . Ervin L. 2 1s t fnf Sat1ler, Geroge C 3rd Eng A 
Campbell . George S. 3rd f.nS Sponsored by RI(;hnrd 1'. LaBerge 
Casey, Russell M. 11th FA 88t1Y SCOtl, Joan K. Assoc 
Cavanaugh. Robert C. 24th MP We.\" Morrison 's ~Isler 

Saw our rel/IIIO II bO/m~,. in Phi/ade/plllo SmIth . Cliffo rd H. 191h Jnf 8 
Creedon. Joseph J. 2 151 In f 8 Spol/sored by Jim Malills 

Sponsored by .Iuhn Kun.~ Smith, Leo G. 63rd FA 
Jack son, Melvin A. 63 rd FA HQ Thornlon. Douglas W. 34th Inf B 
Johnson, Pau l E. HQ Spollsored by William E. VlCken 

Korea, 1952 - 1954 Walts, Drennen H., Rev. 21st Inf c 
MeMi lhan. Cody Da le Assoc WWll, May 45 - Nuv 46 

Grandson o/Jesse L. McMlflulf/ 21 sl 111/ "C" Wlf'1/ 

Donors 
Name Unit Amount 
Allen, Robe n L. nla $10 Link, Keunel h E. Assoc S I.'i 
Anderson , Da vid 24 th Avn $60 Manse lia n, Robe n S. 241h MP $10 
Annslrong, Jr., J. T. 19 th lnf $10 Mason, Carl B. 21 st lnf $10 
Arroyo, Pedro & Mari a 191h In f $50 Mason, John C. 11th FA S60 
Alkms, Leon A. nl a SID McCourt. Jac k G 24th Div $10 
Baglama, John 24th Recon $25 McFarland , Rilly 2 1st In f $10 

III memory o/LT Parku H Pnlll & MSG Ray Roszkowski McGraTh , M D. Roberl W. $10"nk 
Baglama, Joh n 241h Recon $10 Men-iu, James C. 191h Jnf $10 

Mon"h"n, Ge r" ld EBa llle n, Howard D. 2 lSI Inf SID 2 151 Inf $10 
Baltazar, J. A. 3rd E.ng $10 Nelsen, Ellsworth "Duleh" [3 i1T FA $10 
nenns, Robert J. "/a $20 Os hn . WIll ia m H. 191h ln f $10 
Blankenship, Ja ne Assoc $5 Owens. James R. 341h In f $ 10 
Bre ilh. R1Ghard C. nl a SIOO rate , lloyd W. 191h Inf $ 10 
Burke. Ph il 2 1 sl Inf $2 1 Perk ac, John 3rd Eng $10 
C lark . WIlliam E. 191h [nf $10 Quesada. Em es! 19th Inf $5 
Co lton, Raymond C. 19t1l lnf $50 Reed, Douglas E. 34th In f $10 
Cooper. JameS T 19th Inf $ 10 Roblllson. Way ne R. 19 th Jn f £ 15 
enSI, Jr., C)"Hlde C. 2 1 Sl In f $5 Roseboro, W il ham G. 19th Int' SIO 
Da vis, Andrew 3rd Eng $ 10 Sarpola. Roden ek R. Di v A n y $10 
Dowdy, Jr. W!lli:lm C 11th fA SIO Sarpola . A lma D. $100 
Estabrook, Wilben R. 19th Inf SID Schaaf. ValenLJne "21" sl Inf SID 
Fanner, Edward & Carolyn 2 1 ~ I In f $50 S il versTe in , Albert J. 21 st Inf $35 
fis he r, James 191h Inf $10 SlOc k, Rad ney F. 34 1h Inf $l5 
Ge niC, MD, G IOO A nI. $10 II) memoly ujBel/ Wahle 
GIbson , Ca l\' 1Il N. 19 th Inf $ 10 Slukins, Charles H 19th Jnf $10 
Groelzine r. Nonnan 19 t.h InC $ 10 Sweeny. Tomas nla $10 
He~s ion , Sr., P:1U1 J. 34th In f $10 Tumer. Roben 5t h ReT $ 10 
Hill, Myra Assoc $ 15 Wallace, Relljalllin F. 21s1 Inf $ 10 
Hughes, Jaek E. 34th Jnf $55 Weber, Rudo lph 2 1 Sl Inf $ 15 
HUllt, Owen W. 24th Dl v $ 10 While, Lmda M Assoc $ 10 
Irvine, On'in R 24th S ig $5 /11 m emOIY n,( her loving hushand. Rodney A. WIllie, J4,/, III! 
Kauplon, Ange line nla $85 Wilks. Oscar C. 2 I st Inf 510 
Koontz, Bn an 51h Re T $!.'i Williams, Cu rti s M. 2 1 Sl ln f 510 
Lawh on. Raben 6 ,h Ta nk $5 Wojtas, Anlh ony J . 2 1 sl In f $500 
Lee, Cuni s f . 2 1 Sl In r $5 Yagura, KaTsurni 21 Sl Inf $60 
Lennon, Don 24 th Reco n $10 
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63rd Field Artillery Regiment 

The 'Real' Origin of 'Taps' 

A tune sounded during ceremonies at the Tomb of the Unknowns and at military funerals 
everywhere is known simply as .... Taps 

by Kathryn Shenkle* 

During a vis it to Arlington Nationa l Cemetery, Va. , you might hear the echoes of "Taps" being sounded by a 
bugler fro m one of the armed forces of the United States. 

The I 32-year-old bugle can was composed by Brig. Gen. Daniel Butterfield, who commanded the 3rd Brigade, 
1st Division, V Army Corps, Army of the Potomac, during the American Civil War. 

ButteIiield wrote "Taps" at Harrison's Landing, Va. , in July 1862 to replace the customary firing of three rifle 
vo ll eys at the end of burials during battle. "Taps" also replaced "Tatoo," the French bugle call to signal "lights 
ou!." Butterfield's bugler, Oliver W. Norton of Chicago, was the first to sound the new call. Within months, 
"Taps" was sounded by buglers in both Union and Confederate forces. 

"Taps" concludes nearly 15 military funerals conducted with honors each weekday at the Arlington Nationa l 
Cemetery as well as hundreds of others around the country. The tune is also played at many memorial services 
in Arlington's Memorial Amphitheater and at gravesites throughout the cemetery. 

"Taps" is sounded duri ng the 2,500 military wreath ceremonies conducted at the Tomb of the Unknowns every 
year, including the ones to be held this Memorial Day. The ceremonies are viewed by many groups, including 
veterans, schools , and foreign offic ials . 

One of the final bugle calls of the day on military installations, "Taps" is played at 10 p.m. as a signal to service 
members that it is "lights ou!." 

When "Taps" is played, it is customary to salute, if in uniform, or place your hand over your heart if not. The 
composer of "Taps" was born Oct. 3 1, 183 1, in Utica, N.Y., and joined the Army in Washington, D.C. 

He was awarded the Medal of Honor in the U.S. Volunteers on Ju ne 27,1862. After his brigade lost more than 
600 men in the Battle of Gaines Mill , Butterfield took up the colors of the 83rd Pennsylvania Volunteers. Under 
heavy enemy fire, he encouraged the depleted ranks to regroup and contin ue the battle. 

Butterfield died July 17, 1901, and was buried at the U.S . Military Academy at West Point, N.Y. "Taps" was 
sounded at his funeral. 

'" Article reprinted with perm ission frorn Kathryn Shenkle. Historian wi!h Arlington National Cemetery. 

Several other vers ions of the origins of TAPS exist One version submiued by a Taro Leafreader, recounts the 
moving story of a Union Captain who responds to a call of help ji-om a badly wonded so ldier only to discover 
the soldier is not only a Confederate soldier but the Captain 's only son. Th e music played at the Confederate 
Soldiers burial was/iwn a note fou nd in the young man's pocket afier his death. 
As with many thingsji-om our pasl we will probably never know the true origins of TAPS. 
- Editor 
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Submitted By -- Pat Robbins on behalf of James Bolt, 63" 
Joe passed away 10 October 2005 
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*** A Page For Artillerymen 

(All Others May Politely Ignore) 

"Lt. Rodman's Great Idea" 

Problem: 	 Artillerymen are always trying to get more range from their cannons. No matter how 
far their guns shoot -- it isn't far enough. 

Result: 	 An alarming number of cannons blowing up, with an unacceptably large loss of Can­
noneers . "Do not advance -- the gun has blown!" 

Solulion: 	 Reinforce the tube . Rightl But how')') ') Simply making the tubes thicker is not the 
solution -- you'd think it is, but it isn't -- they still "blow." So what is the so lution? 

Number I: Wrap the tube with high tensil e wire. This has been done and with a moder­
ate degree of success. But for the trouble it takes to do it the added strength is 
not al.1 that great, and in any case it only works with small guns. 

Number 2: Take metal sleeves slightly smaller in diameter than the tube, heat them until 
they expand enough to be pressed over the tubes. This idea was thought up by 
an Army Lieutenant named "TreadwelL" It works reall y well and has been in 
use since the Civil War -- the famous "Parrott Gun" of that war is an example. 
This system is still widely used today, principally by England and European 
armies. While it works well it does add weight, sometime great weight, to th e 
gun. For fixed emplacements this does not matter. 

Fixed Emplacement 

Number 3: The "School Solution " to the problem was thought up by a young Army 
Lieutenat only three years out of West Point --Thomas Jefferson Rodman. 
With his system the gun was cast of iron and the bore was kept hot while the 
outside was allowed to cool. Thus the outside of the casting shrunk down 
around its own bore. Highly, higly sucessful. The largest of the cannons made 
this way had a bore of 20 inches and fired a one thousand pound shot . 

An uS ]ucher" The smaUest 
Rodman 

You just about can't visit a Civial War battle site without seeing a "Rodman." This system 
is still in use today and is called "The Wet Chill" technique. 
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21 5t Infantry Regiment 

"Duty" 

21st In! ntry 


Regiment 

1 am enclosing two 
pictures q{my fellow 
members ofthe 21"' 
Reg. Co. K, which were 
taken in Sept 1945. 
soon after landing in 
Japan. The one with 
three are left 10 right. 
Vaugh n Hoop ofZenia, 
OH. Myselfand Rudy 
Wever ofLaCross. 
KS" 
- James Lemon , 21 Sl INF 

"A'picture oJ,f_/"dpialoon, Company K". 
- James Lemon, 2 1 ~I fNF 

"Taken at Furstenfelbruck, NATO Airbase. 
We were on alert to go to th e Congo. " 
.... Paul Narson, 21 Sl fNF 

Left to Right: 

George Boettger, Wesley Wright, Paul Na rson, 

AI Abruzzo, Lou Malafrino, Hoot Gibson. 


"All from Delta Co. l Si Battalion 21" lNF" 
...... Paul Na rson, 2 1sl lNF 
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--

21" Infantry Regimenl (Cont.) .. 

- -•... -,.---~ ­
"All the members of the 24th 
Division at a local Gastehaus 
in Muncih Germany" 
- Paul Narson 

"Sp4 Paul Narson, Sp4 George Boettger, 
PfC Wesley Wright, Warner Kasserne, 

Munich, Germany. " 

"Sgt Archie Narson, PFC Paul 
Narson at the drop zone newar 
Warn er Kasserne, Munich 
Germany" 
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52nd Field Artillery Regiment 

OK, all of you 52nd Artillerymen, Boyden Daugherty, (52 nd 
, B. 46 -51) has 

given us a good start on a 52nd Taro Leaf page with this drawing of the Unit 
Crest. Now we need to hear from others. There are stories that need to be told and 
photos that probably haven't seen the light of day in 50 years. Also if anyone has a Crest, 
fabric, metal, photo or whatever, that just happened to make it from Japan on to Korea 
and all the way Home, please send a copy to us. 
You can reach Boyden at 505 SW Glendana Dr. Lees Summit, MO 64081-3509 

~ Editor 
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Dear Taro Leafers, 

Thank you for your most gene rous donations to th e Me morial Fund to place a 24 th ID 
Monument in th e Punch Bowl in Hawaii. This cemetery is second only to Arlington 
Cemetery in DC. 

We are rightfully proud that the 24'11 Infantry Divis ion Association has undertaken the 
ta sk of makin g thi s Monument poss ible. It has been thought abo ut and talke d about 
for man y years . Now we have an opportunity to memori a lize our departed Buddies 
who are s till being buried there. jus t as they ha ve befor e WW II. The re are so man y 
monum ents at th e Punch Bowl. and the 24 til 10 Mo nument is gOll1g to become a 
realitv. Our goa l is to get th e monument placed there as quickly as possible and 
certa inly in our life time 

Bill Boyden, our Monument Committee Tre asurer, te ll s us that as of 24 Nove mbe r, 
2005 we ha ve $4, 883 in donations fr om our Assoc iation Member s . This is ab out ha lf 
of what we need to ha ve the monument cast in bronze, se t in granite , e ngraved. 
s hipped, ins talled and whateve r other expenses we incur al ong the way to completing 
this magnifi cent and lon g overdue Me mor ial. Those of yo u who fo ught the War in th e 
Pac ifi c, the Korean War or Desert Storm while wea ring the Taro Leaf definitel y have 
a place in this project. Those of yo u who we re in s upport units were vital to the 
winning of these and othe r wars . Whether yo u provided am mo, food wate r clothing, 
navigation, fin ancial, medical, photo journals , e tc. it took aJ/ of us working together to 

win , and to earn the grea t honors, whi ch have come LO the 24 'h !D. Because of th e 
brave Taro Leafers who went befor e you , yo u have th e honor and privilege of be ing a 
part o f the Grea tes t Combat Div ision the United States Army has ever kn own, the 
Victory Divi s ion, First to Fight. The wearing of the Taro Leaf makes each of yo u a 
part of this Monument. 

Dan Rickert, Chairman of the Monument Committee . has been in contact with LTC 
Yeo Seung-Jo , the Assistant Defense Attache for the Ambassador of the Rep ublic of 
Korea, in Washington DC. He wiJ l help us in any wa y he can, and is pl eased to be a 
part of thi s undertaking . Dan's Granddaughter , Dani ell e, who designed the monument 
will be available to he lp with an y cha nges that we may nee d to make. None are 
expe cted to date except to til t the s tem of th e Taro Leaf to the right as it is now 
toward the le ft on our des ign. That will be s imple for th e bronze cas te rs to do and 
Danie ll e can redraw for pe rfect balance. 

Thanks to each of yo u for your service to the 24 th 10 and to our beloved Ame rica . 
And thank yo u for yo ur donations of time and money to he lp to make thi s 24th ID 
Monument a pe rmanent me morial to the brave Taro Leafers of yesterday and today. 

Billy Johnson 
Please send your Punch Bowl Donations to Bill Boyden. 

Editor , Taro Lea f 
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Donor's List For The 
Punch Bowl 24th ID Memorial Plaque Fund 

Boyden Family 
A. Clinton Allen, Son of Lorraine Boyden 
1.S. Baldwin 
H. Gordon Behrel 

Alex F. Bronsberg 

H . .T. Bruno 

Neil M. Clark 

Danny Cuomo 

Nei l Clark 

Boyden Daugherty 

Geno A. Dente 

Eric Diller 

Marcel "Sal " Frederick 

Jack and Elaie Hughes 

Edward A. Grygier 

Billy Johnson 

Shelby L. Jackson 

George P. King 

Brian Koontz 

Harrison and June Lee 

C.B. Mason 
C.B. Mason 

David A Murray 

William J. McKenna 

Steven Sebetich 

Rod and Carol Stock in honor of Ben Wahle 

John G. Trinka 

Francis L. Valles in Memory of Daniel Valles, WWII 

Ben Wahle 

Robert A Wilson 

Julius Minkoff 

Wes Morrison 

John.T. Zimmerman 


Eric Diller, William J. McKenna and Angelo Montaglione 
Joint Donation In Honor o[Ben Wahle 

Send Your Donation Today 
To: Bill Boyden, P.O.Box 114, Norton, MA 02766 
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7afl(J ~ 7ap.t 

The Veteran 

The veteran with the smile and the tear. 

Ilis smile"'greeting to friends 


His tear" ' r egret, pa in· .. i ll past behind current presents. 

If his w ife flashes in to present. he'd give her all the smiles as she could hold. He'd 
cr ea te present moments, two beauti ful people understanding the "why" of the past. 

In his answe rs to fri ends. he leaves out fur others \'-:hat the y don't realize l h(:)l the )' don 't 
wanl to know. Sometimes no answer is the mus t compass ionate answer. He realizes 

that more w ill create less. He has wisdom tha t enables his compassion to choose. 

A ve teran has given selfless sacri rfice--hi s soul and se lf to lhc cuase of hi s countr y. 
and afterward, he's left with hi s challenged soul and likelY a brui se to the sel L 

The veteran a ppreciates the freedo m tha t WC::IS fought for, and he's in a world \-\'here 
sm il es and tears live toget her. 

Let's wish his loss of ill pas t. a muting of tear s. 

Ler's wish him finding of new presen ts, in which smiles prevail. 


Let's wish him peace, con tentment and the hes t life may have 10 offer. 


WI'inr:l t>}- IJr. h h"\IIU 1\ '· I!..i:;.'JI b:;J)ln' d h~· ,\lin·d J. Fr.,.,LII.1r1 of VPW P n$1 ~,():l. Sl roud,; l>ur~ . ! ':\ 
C"l-'.\·rj~!il ::!O(J I - Or JI;II .".~ Il W ':'l t .. "'lI 

~ lsllnlan!r) n S3rd FA 
Kenny Anderson C. Rucker Ford Joe R (J.R). Duran 

William E. Conger Jesse B. Frank Clarence Mehlhaff 
Bernard Skaudis Harold W Guinn 

Donald G. Knapton 
Henry V. Marshall Jr. 

Ronald E. McGill HQ Battery 
Charles R. Fisher Raymond B. Mellin Robert H. Ghyers 
William F. Foley Elwin H. Miller 
Robert Munch CharJesR. Painter Unknown Unit 

Joseph G. Nicksich Page Quinn Raymond J. Boulds 
Melvin G. Pegorch Winiford A. Shilling Lonnie G. Butler 

Leo F. Prusenowski John Veletto Max Gaines 
Michael R. Tongel Paul S. Warner Richard T. Othmer 

Wendel Wyngarden Raymond M. Youngblood 

24 h R"o;;on 24th Olvlslon Hg 
Zane Gray Wallace Edward M. Mowak Wilfred J. Bohmer 

Howard A. Warren 

( R gJrnrnl 3rt! Engineers "Comb \" Bn. 
Paul E. Bader Donald M.Andring 

Walter D. Helton Jerry H. McGee 
Donald J. Pickett 

Benjamin H. Wahle 555th FA 
Thomas K. Richardson 

11th FA 13th FA 52nd FA 
Leo E McGill Bob Ode Donald P. Vanderheyden 

William H. Stensgaard 
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Kenny Anderson, 5th RCT-Korea Died August 16,2002 
Cards may be sent to: 3651 E. Waterloo Rd ., Akron, Ohio 44314-411 

WlUiam E. Conger, Korea, died February 2000. Cards may be sent to: PO box 381535, Birmingham, AL 
35238- 1535 

Bernard Skaudis, SFC. I Co. 1951-52, passed away September 28,2005. His wife Christine survives him. 
CanIs may be sent to: 7 South Grant Street, Shenandoah, PA 17976-2310 

11th Field Artillery 
Lee E. McGill Passed away 20 September 2005. Ca 

B'll I- A 
Bob Ode that former Division Soldier died earlier this week and was buried ycsterday in Hamburg, NY. Bob 

served in Korea with Btry B, 13th FA Bn from 1951-1952. Condolences may be sent to wi fe Bonnie at 328 

Prospect Ave. Hamburg, NY 14075. Paul Garland 


William H. Stensgaard, A. Btry. died in February 2005. He is survived hy his wi fe Eliz.abeth. Cards may he 

sent to: 17 19 NW 23RD Avenue #I-B, Gainesville, FL 32605-3005. 


52nd field Artillerv 

Donald P. V anderheyden:LBtry. B. , 1951-153 died 22 July 2005 in Huntsvil le, AL No address available. 


63rd I-

Joe R. (J. R.) Duran of Trinidad, CO died Oct 1,05. Joe was a member of the 63rd FA Bn. in Japan and Korea 

from 1949-1952. During hi s service, J.R. received the Bronze Star for bravery and Purple Heart. 


Clarence Mehlhaff died May 30, 2005. His wife Carolyn survives him. Cards may be sent to: 154 Doray 

Drive, Pleasant Hill, CA 94523-2951 . 


.:-.:- ,:-'" F. \ 
Thomas K. Richardson, died 16 September 2005 His wife Gertrude survives him. Cards may be sent to: 1280 
Medicine Bow, Fountain CO 80817-1322 

III I tlant/" R 'gi 1It'1l1 
Charles R. Fisher, B/l9th Inf. (Japan) died January 2004, Charles was buried with full Military Honors in 
Arlington Cemetery. He enjoyed being a member of the 241h IDA. Cards may be sent to: Mrs. Patricia Fisher, 
12543 Harnery Road Taneytown, MD 21787-1030 

William F. Foley, 19th Inf. & 24th Sig. WWII, died 2 June 2003. Cards may be sent to: 15205 Ravinia Ave., 
Orland Park, lL 60462-4513 

Dr. Robert Munch, Mary Munch has reported the death of her husband, on 22 July 05. He was with the 19th in 
New Guinea and the Philippines. Cards may be sent to: 204 West 21 st Street, Grand Island, NE 68801-2373 

Joseph G. Nicksich, DII91h - Korea, died I April 2005. Cards may be sent to: 1116 Mass St.. Pueblo, CO 
81001 -2117 
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'II 
Melvin G. Pegorch Sr., M/19Ih 

" WWII, died 4 March 2005. Cards may be sent to: 12810 Airport Ave., 
Swanton, OK 4355!!. 

Leo F. Pru enowski, BIl 9th
. WWIJ, died 15July, 2003. Cards may be sent to: 440 Hillview Rd., King of 

Pros in. Pi\ 1 9~06-23 I 3 

Michael R. Tongel, passed away on 13 September 2005. He was 83 years old. His son Michael reports that hi s 
father erved from 15 April 1941 to 13 July 1945 with K. Co. Michael SR. was in Pearl Harbor on December 7, 
1941. He also served in the Central Pacific in the Philippines and New Guinea and Australia. He earned the 
ADS Medal wI Bronze Star Asiatic-Pacific Service Medal. Olga. hi s wire of 60 years, a daughter, two sons and 
four grandchildren, survives him. Cards may be sent to: 62 Linshaw Avenue, Pittsburgh, PA 15205 

Wendel Wvngarden, Co. E, 1947, died on 9 July 2(}()5. No address available. 

C. Rucker Ford, Co. E & F. has passed away. His wife Jane survives him. Cards may be sent to: 2344 
Sundedand Rd. Maitland, FL 32751-3609 

Jesse B. Frank, 21 st JD E. Co. died on 21 November 2003. as reported by his wife Dorothy. Cards may be sent 
to: 845 Deer Lane Ex.t., Rochester, PA 15074-1008 

Harold W. (Hoppy) Guinn, F/2lst Tnf., Korea 1951,was a 24'" fDA Life Member. Past President Tom Cochran 
rl.lpOrI' that Hoppy passed away on 13 October 2005. Cards may be sent to: 1010 Island Ford Road, Brevard, 
NC 28712-870 I 

Donald G. Knapton, died March 18, 2004. Cards may be sent to: 63 Mariposa Dr., Rochester, NY 14624­
2521. 

Henry V. Marshall Jr. passed away 10 April 2005. Cards may be sent to: 4100 Pepperton Drive, Raleigh, 
NC 7606-1734 

Ronald E. McGill has passed away. No Unit or address available. 

Raymond B. Mellin Med. Co., 1949-53. POW, TFS, diedl2 January 2005 at Cornwell on the Hudson, NY. 
No address available. 

Elwin H. (Chink) Miller, 21" and 34th Inf., Korea, passed away 22 July 2005 in South Corning, NY. Chink 
was a Life Member of our Association. Cards may be sent to: 5 River Road , #1 , Corning, NY 14830-9304. 

Charles R. Painter, I Co .. 21", Korea, died April 30, 2005. Cards may be sent to: 3318 Sullivan Dr., 
Plattsmouth. NE 68048-7620. 

Page Quinn, 78. of Queen City, Texas, died Monday, March 7, 2005, in Bossier City, LA. A World War II 
veteran. he served in the Pacific Theater and was a member of the 24th Infantry Division, H121 SI He is 
survived by his wife of 53 years, Max.ine Quinn, one daughter, 3 granddaughters; and two great-grandchildren. 
In lieu of !lowers, donations may be made to the American Heart Association or the American Cancer Society. 
Cards may be sent to: 404 Doris Street. Queens City, TX 75572-9528 
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Winford A. Shilling, K Co. died 21 March 2005. Cards may be sent to his wife Lucille, 7275 Spruce Street. 
Venton, VA 24179-3536. 

John Veletto, Hvy. Mtr. Co. I 953-i54, passed away on 13 April 2005 in Parsippany, NJ. Cards may be sent to: 
Mani Veletto, 16 Meadow Trail. Parsippany, NJ 07054 

Pllul S. Warner, Medical Co. died 4 February 2005. He is survived by his wife Vivian. Cards may be sent to: 
4021 Skyline Drive, Kingsland TX 78639-3718 

Youngblood, Raymond M. Co. B has passed away. Ray was a true supporter of the 24'h IDA and one of his 
pi a.,ures was to share his Casino winnings with us. Thankis again Ray! Cards may be sent to: 15 North 10,h 
. treet, APT. 212, Kansas City, KS 66102-5334. 

l.l:nn 
Zane Gray Wallace died 17 January 2005. His wife Virginia Wallace survives him. Cards may be sent to: 
RR#I Box 23, Hearne, TX 77859-9714 

Edward M. Nowak, Edward!s son Michael reports that Edward, Korea 1951-152, died 28 may 2005 

Pilol E. Bader, in October 2005. Cards may be sent to:5346 Marsh Road #CA, Hoslett, MI 
48840-8632. 

Walter D. Helton, Dorothy Helton reported her husband Walter died 8 November 2005. The VFW & 
American Legion gave him a wonderful military funeral. He enjoyed the Taro Leaf... Walter had a lot of service 
medals and was proud of them. Cards may be sent lO: 312 Church Street, Mt. Orab, OH 45154-8920 

Donald J.Pickett, Died 2 November,2005. He served in Korea in 1953-54. His wife Marie survives him. 
Cards may be sent to: 82 Custer Street, Wilkes-Barre, PA 18702-6508 

Benjamin H. Wahle, Ben died peacefully at home with his family at his side on September 15,2005, Ben was 
87. He enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1941, and stationed at Schofield Barracks before joining forces in the 
South Pacific. Ben becamc Captain of the 24th Division of Company G. In two years. he had participated in the 
invasion of Biak. Hollandia and Schouten Islands. He was in the second wavc to invade Leyete Beach in the 
Philippines on October 21 . 1944, ti.fty minutes after H-Hour on D Day. At one time, he endured 28 days of 
virtual isolation while his Company maintained position on an important supply route of the enemy . Ben is 
survived by his adoring wife of 63 years, Margueritc Wahle, sons Dr. Brian Wahle of Napa, California and Ben 
Wahle of Fort Worth . Texas, two grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. Ben was very pleased that 
progrcss was being made towards our Hawaiian 24th 1D Memorial and was always an active supporter of our 
24th IDA. Cards may bc sent to: 1132 Killarney Lane, Burlingame, CA 94010 
Donations in lieu oft1owcrs can be made to The National Downs Syndrome Congress. 1370 Center Drive, St.e., 
102. Atlanta, GA., 30338 or Hospice, 110 North Dutton, Santa Rosa, CA 95401. 

3rd Engineers" ombat" Bn. 
Donald M, Andring, 3rd Eng. HQ CO. died 24 July 2005. He is survivcd by his wife Joanne. Cards may be 
sent to: 300 10,h Street, Pawnee, 1L 62558-9406 
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3rd Enginct!rs " Combat " Bn. rCunl.) 


Jerry H. Megee, 3(11 Eng.- WWII has died. Cards may be sent to: 475 E. 162 St., South Holland, IL 60463­

24lb DiYi!lion llQ 

Wilfred J. Bohmer, died 2 November 2004 as reported by his nephew Nick Smith in October 2005. Cards 

may be sent to: PO Box 61 , Avon. MN 56310-0061 

Howard A. Warren, 24th Div HQ is deceased. He is survived by his wife Vivian. Cards may be sent to: 

457 North 19Lh Street. Grand junction, CO 81501-7901 


DO BaLterv 

Robert H. Ghyers, Gone from us now at age 74, Robert leaves his wife Darla and son Randal. 

Hq. Btry, 24th Infantry Division was promoted to glory on 5 October 2005. He was a Corporal when captured 

on 14 July 1950 and released on 12 August 1953. He was in camps 7, 5, and 12. Ghyers left Andong with 

Major Ambrose Nugent in the summer of 1951. Both of them went to Camp 12, from 12 Ghyers was sent to 

Camp 5. Canis can be sent to his family at 2025 Brown Road, Anderson SC 29625-6709. 


Unknuwn Unit 

Raymond .J. Doulds, Poplar, MT passed away 5 March 2005 


Lonnie G. Butler, 75, died 3 October 2005. Lonnie served his country during the Korean War with the 24 

Infantry Divis ion in Korea as a photographer, receiving many medals for his extraordinary service to his 

country including two Bronze Stars, one for valor, and a Purple Heart. There may be men that knew him, 

possibly in Signal Company, since he was a photographer. A number of survivors were listed, including his 

wife, Maxine. Cards for the fami ly may be sent to: 19 Wheeler Ave., Cortland, NY 13045. Regards, Bill 

Roseboro 

NOTE: Bill. I have been incltldlng members, and those who were not members of the 24th IDA, ;n our TAPS 
pages .\·;nce I became Editor four years ago. All that is needed ;.1 for someone to tell us that a Taro Leafer has 
passed away. Hilly 

Max Gaines oJ Phillipsburg, KA passed away 2002 

Richard T. Othmer passed away 23 July 2005 in Mahopac, NY. Richard was wounded in the battle of Leyte. 
Ou-d ' may be sent to: Patricia H. Othmer, I Overhill Road, Mohopac, NY 10541 
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Books of lnterest 
The Taro Lea/Books of /merest secliol1 is/or A1emhers who have wrillen o/fheir experiences with the 24,h and others 
who have wrillen aboUl fhe Warriors ofthe 241

), ID. . 
We lookfor....vard to having many more books /0 share willi our Membership_ - Billy. Editor 

A Book Review 
By 

Ellsworth "Dutch" Nelsen 

Q Clan: The First Summer of the Korean Conflict, 
June-September 1950, A Lieutenant's Memoir by 
Raplh Derr Harrity 

The publishers of this book sent me a copy in the hope that I'd 
write a review of it for our Taro Leaf. I have just read it and a 
review is most certainly in order. Th is is an extremely well 
researched and we ll written book. The fact that I served with 
2nd Lt Harrity in the early days of the Korean War is not, I 
assure you, affecting my judgement. In fact I am super-critical 
of most books about that war, mainly because none of them 
come close to what I saw and experienced. But this book does. 

The first 
twenty or so 
pages gives the QClan
best outline 
and description 
that I have 
ever read of 

"i'ntb 'l'"T "me ~ ~ .., ~ • to'*'the of the .,..,... 01 tt. ~ 
l 

forw. • .o.1CIIid .. r.,... III 

events that lead up that war -- from the occupation of Korea 
by Japan in 1910 to the division into North and South to the 
"situation" existing on the first day of the war. Also and 
excellent account of our forces in Japan. For example, we all 
know that our Regiments had only two Battalions, and our 
Artillery Battalions had only two firing batteries -- but how in 
the world did "Washington" ever come up with this idea. How, 
indeed. (And how many lives did it cost us???) 

The remainder of the book covers the first three months of the 
war as seen through the eyes of the 13th Field and 19th 
Infantry. It is replete with first hand accounts and contains a 
whopping 209 names to back up what it says. In addition to 
this the Appendices have the rosters of the 13th Field and the 
19th Infantry, as they stood at the start of the war. 

Personally I don't like to read books about the Korean War -­
they only open old wounds that I'd rather be left alone. But 
this book is special. The history in the first part is so good that 
I am gOing to place one of these books in every High School 
library in my city . You ought to consider dOing the same. 

~ Dutch Nelsen 
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3rd Engineer Combat Battalion 

Graham 
Submitted By - Clyde Matlock , 3,d 'C' ENG 

Fie ld in Korea 
Submitted By - Clyde Matlock, 31"l-l 'C' ENe 

Time Line 
from Hawaii 
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24th Infa Division Association ' I 

, ' .. " ,
" '0.,'.-. " ~ , 

BE A MEMBER MEMBERSHIP APPLICA nON RECRUIT A MEMBER 

I desire to be enrolled (or) reinstated as a Member (or) Associate Member of the 

24th Infantry Division Association, 


and thereby be affiliated with the 

Greatest Combat Division 


the United States Army has ever known, 


NAME______________________________ 
..,--,---­

ADDRESS ______________ ______ ______________ 

CITY ________ ___ STATE ________ZIP CODE ________ 

TELEPHONE ___________________ EMAIL ______________ 

OCCUPATION 

SPOUSE'S NAME _____________CHILDREN & AGES ____________ _ _ 

SPONSOR ' S NAME ________________________________ 

(Relafion 10 sponsor i{the Application is (or Associate Membership) ______________________ 

•••**••***.**.***••••••**•• ** ••*** ••**••••***••••• *********••*****.* •• ****••********•••*********** ••• 
SERVED IN THE 24''' or was ATTACHED TO THE 24'" 

UNIT, ",SQUAD _ _ PLATOON _ _ COMPANY _ __BN. REGT, __H<L--fROM __ TO 

UNIT " .. SQUAD _ _ PLATOON _ _ COMPANY __BN, REGT, __H<L--FROM __TO _ _ 

REMARKS __________________________________________________ 

************************************************************************************* 


_ Annual - $15,00 _ Lifetime - $ 150,00 

I Year From Date of Payable in lump sum of $150,00 
Enlisting in Association or in 5 yearl y payments of $30,00 

Please make checks payable to: 
"24tl:l Infantry Division Association" 

Mail with this completed application to: 
Donald E. Maggio 

Secretaryrrreasurer 
24th Infantry Division Association 

631 Concord Rd 
Fletcher, NC 28732-9736 

Recommended By: ______________ ______________ ___________________ __________________ _ 
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To: The Men ofCompany "G" 34th Infantry 
From: Ben Wahle, Company Commander, G Company. 

As I sit here li stening to the war drums beating once more I can't help recalling what my men went through in 

the South Paci fic during World War IJ. Two battles in which "G" Company was involved stand out. One was 

the first night in Leyte and the other was the seventeen days we were cut off in the vicinity of Sinawayan some 

five miles south of Capoocan. 


I have taken several statements from the 24th Division History (2nd Edition) or other sources, which document 

what a brave group of soldiers went through in some very adverse situations: 


The fo llowing is taken from a letter to me from Major General Aubrey Newman dated 02118/91: 

"I want you to know you ho ld a speci al place in my respect as a combat commander, who held our criti cal left 

flank and stopped the main Japanese attack that first night in Ley te." 


LIR: Ken Bush, Max Garl and, Ben Wahle, Eric Diller, Angelo Montaglione 

From 24th Division History 

Page 24 

The Japanese lost 600 men in the early morn ing encounter. Company "G", 34 th Infantry , Captain Ben H. 

Wahle, Jr., commanding, which took the hardest blows, had 14 men killed and 12 wounded. The "H" Company 

machine gun section attached to Company "G" had three killed and a gunner wounded. 


Page 32 

Foul weather spawned by the typhoon continued to drench the battlefield the night of 8 November and in to the 

foll owi ng morning. 


Page 37 

The saga of company "G" in maintaining a ridge-top blocking pos ition over more than three weeks played a key 

role in the success of the operation on Breakneck Ridge. 
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To The Men 01CompollY "G" (COlli.) 

The company under command of Captain Ben Wahle headed south out of Capoocan early on 8 November 
toward a position about five miles south. The mission was to occupy a point on the major Japanese infiltration 
route up the Onnoc corridor. Dense jungle and poor maps made the going tough, but the unit found high ground 
on the trail near the village of Sin away an where Wahle decided to set up his defensive perimeter. 

"G" company's strength at the time was 87 men; in addition , a heavy machine gun section from "H" Company 
had been attacked. "F" Company also accompanied the column, but the next day, the battalion commander, 
Colonel Pearsa ll, recalled those troops to Capoocan. 

After a few days of comparative quiet , the Japanese attacked a patroL and then followed the Americans back to 
the perimeter. Eric Diller, a member of "H" Company, described the encounter. Pfc. Angelo Montaglione, the 
patrol scout, ran back to friendl y lines. "Where are they," Diller asked. "Right behind us," the scout answered. 
Diller then noticed the blood on Montaglione's fatigues. The soldier had been hit three times in the thigh, 
causing life-threatening wounds considering the terrain and the isolation of the unit. But the soldier survived 
that action, and the war. 

When the attack against the perimeter came, the Americans answered with machine gun fire and grenades, 
several thrown by Diller. "Our section leader, Sergeant Carey, moved to feet in front of our position and 
squatted down when an enemy grenade exploded" Diller recalled. "I raised my head and asked him if he was 
OK. He nodded and almost simultaneously an enemy bullet pierced his head , killing him instantly." 

Diller credited a "G" Company BAR man, Pfc. Leo Gomolchak, with a major role in driving off the attack. "He 
calmly stood behind a huge tree ... and blasted away, a real unsung hero." After the fight , 42 Japanese bodies 
were found. 

The attacks, which in the beginning came from the south, gradually moved around the perimeter until Captain 
Wahle was convinced his company was surrounded. He alerted his platoon sergeants to the possibility of a fixed 
bayonet breakout in case the position was overrun. 

Supplies also began to grow short, making a diet of coconuts and rain water necessary . The stench of decaying 
bodies fouled the air. 

Pfc John J. Breeden of Gordonsville, VA, relieved the tension and improved morale with an impromptu mail 
call. He slipped down the trail through the Japanese lines, picked up "G" Company's mail at 34 th regimental 
headqualters, and made it back. to the company undetected by the Japs. 

On 20 November, "G" Company fought its biggest battle on the hilltop, an all-night affair against a company­
size force that hit the perimeter on the south and west sides. WJlh1e recalled that bodies were stacked so high 
they blocked the fire lanes. Seventy-one enemy dead were counred at daylight. 

"1 can't praise my men enough for their willingness to stand and fight it out with a very determined enemy. 
Never once did I hear anyone mention giving up . This is the true test of combat seasoned so ldiers," Wahle 
wrote years later. 

Finally, late in November, Colonel Pearsall ordered "F" Company under Captain Paul Austin and the anti-tank 
company to relieve "G" Company, but finding the outpost was not easy. When the reltef troop was about a mile 
away, Austin asked fo r gunshots from "G" Company so he could deteITllIne the bearmg. The three compallles 
stayed on the hill for three more days. On 2 December orders came from battalion headquarters to retum to 
Capoocan. Captain Wahle counted 37 Japanese attacks against this force for which he estimated the enemy paId 

with more than 200 killed . 
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To The Mell O/Company "G" (COlli) 

Page 39 
The Japanese admiral was prophetic. His opinion was reinforced in even more specific terms after the war by 
General Yamashita at his war crimes trial in Manila. The 24th Division commander at the time, Major General 
James A. Lester, was a member of the trial tribunal. As related by Ken Ross at the 24th Division's 1996 reunion 
in Minneapolis, General Lester had quoted Yamashita to this effect: "Japan lost the pacific war in the battle for 
Leyte during the Philippines campaign. Leyte was lost at the battle of Breakneck Ridge. 

And last, but by no means least, was one of my soldiers I got out of the Brig. Pvt. Harold Moon who was killed 
the first night and was subsequently awarded the Medal of Honor. His citation read as follows 

Private HAROLD H. MOON, JR.: "He fought with conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity when powerful 
Japanese counterblows were being struck in a desperate effort to annihilate a newly won beachhead. 

"In a forward position, armed with a submachine gun, he met the brunt of a strong, well-supported night attack 
which quickly enveloped his platoon's flanks. Many men in nearby positions were killed or injured. Private 
Moon was wounded as his foxhole became the immediate object of a concentration of mortar and machine gun 
fire. Nevertheless, he maintained hi s stand, poured deadly fire into the enemy, daringly exposed himself to 
hostile fire time after time to exhort and inspire what American troops were left in the immediate area. 

"A Japanese officer, covered by machine gun fire and hidden by an embankment, attempted to knock out his 
position with grenades, but Private Moon, after protracted and skillful maneuvering, killed him. 

"When the enemy advanced a light machine gun to within 20 yards of the shattered perimeter and fired with 
telling effects on the remnants of the platoon, he stood up to locate the gun and remained exposed while calling 
back range corrections to friendly mortars, which knocked out the weapon. 

"A little later he killed two Japanese as they charged an aid man. By dawn , his position, the focal point of the 
attack for more than four hours, was virtually surrounded. In fanatical effort to reduce it and kill its defender, an 
entire platoon charged with fixed bayonets. Firing from a sitting position , Private Moon calmly emptied his 
magazine into the advancing horde, killing 18 and repulsing the attack. 

In a fmal display of bravery, he stood up to throw a grenade at a machine gun, which had opened fire on the 
right flank. He was hit and instantly killed, falling in the position from which he had not been driven by the 
fiercest enemy action. 

"Nearly 200 dead Japanese were found within 100 yards of hi s foxhole. The continued tenacity, combat 
sagacity and magnificent heroism with which Private Moon fought on against overwhelming odds contributed 
in a large measure to breaking up a powerful enemy threat and did much to ensure our initial successes during a 
most important operation." 

From the above you might think "G" Company won the battle on Leyte - we didn't, but we came damn. close. I 
couldn't have done it without you -- You who came face to face with a determined enemy -- and defeated him. 

P.S. If I could talk to the President I would say "Mr. President, if there is some way we can get out of this mess 
without going to war - let's do it." The following page lists the names of my men who fell on the field of battle. 
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To The Men O/Company "G" (Con I) 

CASUALTIES 


K.I. A 

1. Pvt. Hoff 
2. Sg t. Bowman 
3. Sgt. Michae lson 
4. Sgt. Alexande r 
5. Sgt. Ske llie 
6 . T/5 Thomas 
7. PFC-Calhoun 
8 . PFC-Collin s 
9. PFC-Danderand 
10. PFC -D oyle 
11. PFC -Duncan 
12. PFC -Jon es 
13. PFC - Ze tkule 
14. Pvt. Hin e r 
15 . Pv t. Ke rr 
16. Pvt. Moon (Medal of 
Honor) 
17. Pvt. Vail 
18. Pvt. Van Howlin 
19. Pvt. Lona 
20. Pvt . Sto ugh 
21. Pv t. Brockman 

K.1.A. = Killed in Action 

W.IA 

1. T /Sgt. Ferg uson 
2. S/Sgt. Egelston (1) 

3. Sgt. Baldock 

4.Sgt. McCaffe ry 

5 . PFC - Blackwe ll 
6. PFC-Ge iser 
7. PFC -Kirke by 
8. PFC -Lis ter 
9. PFC - Long 
10. PFC-Luna (1) 

11. PFC - Bowens 
12. PFC-Ple tz 
13. PFC - Stough (1) 

14. PFC-Studebaker 
15 . PFC-Wallace 
16. PFC- Res tivo 
17. Pvt. Hill 
18. Pvt. Bohanen 
19. Sgt. Paul 
20. Sgt. Needham 
21. PFC-Brown 
22. Pvt. Martinez 
23 . Pvt. Owens 
24. PFC-Menton 

W.I.A = Wounded in Ac tion 

25. PFC-Grund y 
26 . T/5 Alexandra 
27 . PFC-Conne rs 
28 . PFC-Bige low 0) 
29. PFC-Jeepma (1) 

30. PFC-Mitchell 0) 
31. Sgt . Duggins 
32. Sgt. Smith (1) 

33 . Sgt. Meye rs ( 1) 

35 . Pvt. Musson 
36. Pvt. Kuhe n 
37. Pvt. Lawle r 
38. Pvt. Delmag 
39 . Pvt. Whitiker 
40. PFC-Montaglino 
4 1. Pvt. Ga lloway 
42. Pvt. Junkins 
43. Pvt. Tucke r 
44. Lt. McCa rty 
45. Pvt. Lipps 
46. Pvt. Morre lli 
47 . Pvt. Burgin 
48. Pvt. Is abe lla 

0 ) = Died of Wounds 
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Benjamin H. Wahle , "Ben ," 87, died peacefully at home with his family at his 
side on September 15, 2005. 

He was born Augus t 30 , 1918, 1D He lena Montana to Ben and Delia Wahl e . He 
attended the University of Montana, where he pledged Phi DeltaTheta. 

Ben enlisted in the U.S. Army in 1941, before deploying, he married his high 
sc hool sweetheart, Peggy Palmquist in 1942. He was stati oned at Sc hofield 
Barracks before joining forc es in the South Pacific. ti e became Captain of the 
24th Division of Company G. In two years , he had participated in the invas ion of 
Biak, Hollandia and Sc houten Islands. He wa s in the second wave to invade 
Leyete Beach in the Philippines on October 21, 1944, fifty minu tes after H-­
Hour on D Day. At one time, he e ndured 28 days of virtual isolation while his 
Company maintain ed po s iti on on an important supply route of the enemy. 

Upon arrival back to Helena, Ben was gree ted by his wife and saw his s on, 
Brian, then two, for th e fir st time. 

He began a thirty-ye ar caree r with the IRS, re tiring from the San Francisco 
Regional Office in 1973. He was very active in civic affairs in He le na, Exalted 
Ruler of the BPOE 193 in Helena and Chairman of the March of Dimes. He also 
received the Veerbeck Award in 2003. 

He was passionate about hunting, fishing and wildlife. He was an expert 
rifl e man. Man y of hi s fri ends half his age expressed Ben was as much of an 
influence to them as he was to hi s me n in hi s Company sixty ye ars ago. Late r in 
life, Ben enjoyed traveling with hi s wife Peggy and re unions with his fellow 
ve terans. He was al so known to family and fri e nds to be a great storyte ller. 

He is s urvived by his adoring wife , Margue rite Wahle of 63 years, sons Dr. 
Brian Wahle of Napa, California and Ben Wahle of Fort Worth , T e xas; two 
grandchildren and two great-grandchildren. 

Inte rment has taken place. Donations in lieu of flowers ca n be made to The 
National Down Syndrome Congress , 1370 Cente r Drive, Ste., 102. Atlanta , GA., 
30338 or Hospice, 110 North Dutton, Sa nta Rosa, Ca. 9540L 

36 



Hear Ye! Hear Ye! 

Our America 


My husband eamed a purple heart 


In a fore ign land across the sea. 


He was serving with th e 24th 

fighting to keep our country free. 

Because of him, and other veterans 


We have the right to speak our mind. 


Th e right to criticize those who lead 


The right to vote and hold a sign. 


When danger strikes we come togethe r 


Regard less o f race or place of birth. 


We proud ly wave our beloved flag 

To honor the Greut est Place on Ealth. 

Written by: Nancy Muldoon (Mrs. William Muldoon) 

Editor 's Note; The 2004 Verbeck Bowl Award was 
presented to Bill Muldoon at the 24th IDA Annual 
Reunion in Albuquerque, NM 

M y Dear Friends 

I j us t got word from He nry Araka ki . tha r Mike is le rminall y 
ill in a hospit al In Ja pan. T he dOcLor gi ves him another 3-4 
months to Ji ve . For those of you \vho ne ver knew Mike he 
is the Japanese lad \vh o wor ked in the kitchen at HQ Dtry. 
63rd Field Arti llery of th e 24t h Division . When orders 
came to go lo Korea Mike ..... as asked [Q go and he 
subse quently v" as captured. The North Koreans cou ld have 
shOi him had Ihe y knew he was a Japanese National and in 
Kor ea iliegally . tvlike beca me the he ad interpreter and was 
awarded the Medal of Freedom. He became a ci tizen by 
act of Congress and wE' nt into the Americ an Ar my serving 
20 years o ( honor able service. He r etired an d became a 
computed analy st fo r the governmen l. Thi s year hE' was 
granted full federal ser vice for the time a s a POW in Korea. 
Those who know Mike \v ill lell you that he is a great guy 
and a r eal her o. Let uS hope 8nd pray that some mirac le 
wdl be granted to him . Card :::; can be se nt to: Kiyoh ito 
(Mike) Tsutsui , 4 - 6-35,Sllmi )0::>hi. T okushima Cir.y, 
T okush ima Ken 770, JAPAN 

Love to you al l. 

Short y the T iger 

Tamagosan 

.. Sorry I did not get to the reun ion this year. Hope to 
make it to next. I hear rumorS that it will be in 
Indionapolis, IN next year, Sure hope so, 

Jim Lemon, P.O. Box 95, Friendship, IN 47021-0095 

Jim, rumors are right this t ime. 

Don 't forget to see Jim 's photos from WWII in the 21st 
INF section on Page 20, ~Editor 

A Thank You Letter from a 
Drawing Winner to the 
SeclTreas" Don Maggio 
It was quit a surprise to get check in the mail. Thank 
you very much, it well come in v ery hand y. 
As you know my older brother Robert is still over there, 
He was with the 1" Btn . A. CO. , 19'h, 24" ID. 
Thank you again and God Bless the 24,h Infantry 
Division. 
Richard I, Quatier 

Here's the list of $500 Drawing Winners. 

Edward G. Bouzan - Pembroke, MA 

Kim Evans - Nevada City, CA 


Richard C. Joseph - Norwell, MA 

Richard T. LaFlame - Lynn , MA 


William C. McClure - Beaver Dam, KY 

Richard & Patricia Quatier - Vancouver, WA 


Alfredo Rodriguez - Laredo , TX 

Charles H. Stukins - Englewood, OH 


Raymond Tomczak - Philadelphia , PA 

Anthony J. Wojtas - Oneida, NY 


Anthony donated his winnings back to the 

Associati on. T hank you Anthonyl 


Thanks to: Secl Treas. Don Maggio 
Just talked with Mr. Orrin Irvine. He received his new 
membership card and I also received a payment from hiS 
daughter, which he wants applied to his '06-'07 dues. t only hope 
I am as alert as Mr. Irvine when I pass inlo my 80's . He is 83 
years Old . Has had strokes and other heallh problems. Lives in a 
nursing home in Altadena, CA. was with 24th Signal when it 
departed Hawaii in WW-2. Made the S. Pacific Islands. Told me 
24th Inf. Div. was 10 lead the assault on Japan. They did not 
believe the Japanese surrounded , etc. His unit landed at end of 
war and served occupation duty at Makiyarna. His 
granddaughter was the last Pasadena Rose Bowl Queen . I will 
send him a card and invite others to communicate with him. 
Orrin Irvine, 2212 EI Moreno, Altadena, CA 9100t-3062, Phone: 
626-345-9943. 
A call to Mr Levine today let 's us know that he is, "Just 
gOing along. " Mr Levine sounds very well and would 
enjoy hearing from some of you 24th soldiers. rv Editor 

w:~, tf10\llRs fo r ~zeef'~ \Ilg uS U"P t o dCl-: ,~ 0\1\- of ~> ~ vets 

en ...... ;:;:, :i1ei.·( fCl Vl>\.i.Li.es.. 1 eHV~ t!t1t v,,>~ of Hug "', H t'~/ett . He ~s 
~V\. t Vi e ;" os"PLt~L tt"tji. !A ? ":' ') rt(:,·::-'.::r Ft"ol-V.. !t1Cl vLv~e Cl ,:?v...ee 

yt"P LClcel-V..eV1..t Y'e~? \ ~:.( d l{e f:" l.Y'--fec.ti..oV\... I ~. \A':-lS ::2 !,jtJy5. 

Clgo !.1 e lrJClci tYie repLCl c.t VlA..eV\..t ClV'~d ~t f1 C1 S. JUS~ ~j {)t\"/~rs. e. H-e 

hCls beeVl.. LV\- fO Y 3 wteR.s, ClVLr;/ wLLL"P y ." bCl bL t: tle l,. ~- ~(e 

Gi Vlvot!.1er 3, () ..'_~:'J ~ ?'. :~.J ~, >o.ve:'- ;:(, ~O\· e ~.:' r7. Clv~~ ~ i~i.otLC 

IV for ('" wee ~.(S . Ti1ev~ l1 : 'r;{l{Ll(j he y, ]L ,:,e ClbLe to !.1ave t v, e 

R.V1..o-: rf.1'.. ,Cl t-E d Cl0C1 lY~. TV, Clt wLlL be Cl V\..Oth er tVlY'ee or foul" 

vleek'. (~~o,.g 'N,t~ t~evoPi::J) . , .cr'<.eel' l'1 e"-'. ,VI. c~ 
tM OI,..(~~". :S. 

Al ",, " (HC(g n 's weft) 703 0 VY. 2-1·'''· odessa, TX 7:'; / 103 ­
100i3 

Thanks to Wes for forwa rding Alma 's note to the Taro 
Leaf. ~ Editor 
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Hear Yef Hear Yef (COflL) 

I have been in conta ct with James Bolt who served wilh 
my brother Boyd Tucker during the Korean War and he 
sent me a copy of the Get-Well Poem he wrole for Joe 
Duran, another member of the 63 FABN who passed 
away on 01 Oct 2005. I told him he should send it to you 
for consideration of publishing in the Ta ro Leaf. He asked 
me if I would do it and gave me his permission. I scanned 
all 4 pages for you to read. If it were typed, it wouldn't be 
as long , but I wanted you to see a copy of the original. I 
think it would be a great tribute to Me. Duran. These men 
have all been such a help to me in my search for info on 
my brother Boyd. Thank you for your time and 
consideration, Pat Robbins 
Please See Joe's Poem on Page 15 ~ Editor 

Mrs . Ursula Dahlen wrole that General Dahlen is in ill 
health and hopitalized . Cards may be sent to: MG Chcster 
A. Dahlen, 7400 Crestway Dr # 1027, San Antonio, TX 
78239-3098 

TnClV\.Rs fo y f:jWY nell" CClV\.'t wCllt foy 
ClV\.ot ney R[t.{",lOV\. 1 
Heidi Edgar, 797 Ames Barinea u Ro ad. Havan a, FL 
32333 - 6707, Pho ne: 850-576-4984, Email: 
Brav029_98 @ya hoo.com 
Look for the Heidi's letters in the Looking For Section. 
~Editor 

Ano/h er word/rom Heidi: 
"When a woman goes wrong, the men go right after her." 
- Mae West as Lady Lou in "She Done Him Wrong" --­

Since two Office rs of the Association arc 3,d Eng; thought 
I would tty and help a little. I was with t hem from 1942 
througlt end of the war. JOined the Assn shortly after it 
started. Paid clues yearly fat a w hile, then life #130. 

Appreciate all you fellows do. 

Many Thanks, John sent a Punch Bowl Donation . 

J ohn Baldwin 

eh K1Jlie Back Coveli 
f0Ji Y,0Ulli Du sDate! 

Thank you for my dues notice. I do enjoy the Taro Leaf, 

you do a great job and it is a grea t magazine. 


I always send it in December. So it will be a little early 

this time. When you get our age you do forge t. 


[ am a Pearl Harbor Survivor and earned a Purple Heart 


John Bruening 


Dear Don, 
Thanks for the dues reminder! I enclose my
check for $30.00 to cover two years, and I 
think that will bring my dues as paid to 
January, 2007. If that is incorrect 1et me 
know. 
I value my world War 11 association with the 
24th Di vi sion, short as it was. I was assigned 
to MaCArthur's USAFFE HQ. G-2, as a Special
Agent of the counter Intelligence corps, and we 
were attached to the 24th Di v; s; on's 11Q as a 
CIC detachment for the Holland;a operation, and 
later I was on temporary dutY for the Leyte
landings. 
As each i ss ue of the TARO LEAF arrives in the 
mail , I immediately sit down and read it cove r 
t o cover; it is indeed a great publication, and 
has been for many- years through the several 
editorial and publication changes. 
Don, I send you and the other officers of the 
24th Infantry Division Association my best 
w; shes, and thanks for do; ng so much to keep
ali ve the spirit of the 24th. 
Sincerely 
J arne 5 F. Conway 

I just received the Summer 2005 Taro Leaf and am 

complying with your requested info on updating 

members hip records as fo Ilows: 


Lloyd E. Gardn er 

Weapons Platoon, "C" Co., 21 ST Reg. (S/Sgt) 

Time Period: Apr J945-Nov 1946 

Leyte&Mindanao (Apr-S ep J945) 

Okayama&Kumamo[o, Japan (Sep 1945 - Nov 1946) 


1340 SE Hampden Square 

Bartlesville, OK 74006 

(9 18)333-2043 

Igace@ao1.com 


Correction: That was a nice tribute to James Diamond on 

the back cover. I did not know James personally but knew 

ofltis heroism since our compan ies worked very closely in 

the tough Mintal River, Mindanao crossing, in May, 1945. 

The correc tion is the "two weeks" time period before the 

Japanese surrender. The surrender did not occur fot 3 

months later until after the Atomic Bombs strikes in Aug 

and the then official surrender in Sep t. There was a 

considerable amount of "mopping up" in June, July, and 

Aug by the 24th and other divisions. 


I had a conflict and was not able to attend the Philadelphia 

reunion and I hope it was a big success. 


M r. Don M aggio 

Am sending my dues. [ enjoy th e magazine very 

much. J am al ways eager to find someone in (he 

magazine that I served with or that [ know from the 

pas t. Some of the places are familiar enough. 

[ wish yo u well. 

Since rely. 

Gilbert Hoogendoorn 
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34'" Infantry Regiment (COni'. 

"U.S. Army Days" 
By - Don DullY, 34'" IN F' 

This is a little s tory about two boys from Pennsylvan ia whose fate was triggered by events that took place in Korea on 
June 25, 1950. KPA troops cross the 38th parallel a nd invade South Korea setting into motion the Korean War. 

These two boys were sti ll in high school at the lime where life was good and each had not a care in the world . 

Both would be drafted into the United States Army . Bill En gstrom on Dece mber l1 , 1952 a nd DonaJd Duffy on 
December 12 , 1952, 

Both boys would be processed into the army at Fort Meade , Maryland . 

Bill and Don were buddies through the wh ole 16 weeks of bas ic training. Basic training e nds somewhere around the 
middle of April 1953, 

They say their goodbye's thinking they s h aJ l never meet again . They wish one another good luck a nd h ope they do not 
wind up in Korea and h ope for Europe. 

Don was processed at Camp Drake. near Tokyo whe re h e h a ppily learned he was assign ed to the 34th Infantry 
Regiment a t Camp Fuji, J apan . Don was thankful th a t h e was n ot going to Korea. 

Don arrived a t Camp FUji at about dinne rtime on a rainy a nd foggy nigh t . He is ass igned to Fox Com pany and s hown 
to his barracks a nd wha t bunk to put his bag on a nd told to go to the mess haJJ for dinner. On the way to the mess hall 
Don meets none other than Bill Engstrom on his way back from dinner . Happily surpri sed , Don asks, what company are 
you in? "Fox Company" says Bill. "Great! So am I" sa id Don. 

Don retums from dinner and low and behold his bags a re on the bunk next to Bil l"s. U's a miracle he thought , what 
great luck. Of course it was no miracle a t all! It was the alphabetical syste m! The "D's" a nd "E's" are s ide by side and it 
has been that way s ince George Washington started the system . 

One-day orders came down to pack their gear, th ey were moving out. That was the last day of June, 1953. They packed 
everything they owned into their du ffle bags. All the compa n y records, supplies, weapons and equipment was packed for 
shipment. We knew this was a big move and sus pected we were on our way to Korea. They loaded everythin g into trucks 
including themselves and were transported to Tachikawa Air Porce Base. The entire 34th Infantry Regime nt was loaded 
into flying boxcars a nd flown to Korea. This all took place in a twenty -four hour period. The en tire 2 4th Divis ion was 
moved back to Korea in seventeen days. The 34th regiment landed at Pusan along with divis ion h eadquarters and was 
housed therefor a s hort time be fore moving North on trai ns and placed in a blocking position at a place calle d "The Iron 
Triangle. " The 34th Regiment was put into a position be hind the 2nd Division on "Line Wyomin g" guarding the 
approac hes to Seoul against a possible Chinese breakthrough . 

Fox Compa ny was placed in trenches high up on a hill ove rlooking a river and ins tructe d to start digging. The ground 
in front of the t renches down to the river below was marked, "Da nger-Minefteld . "Don and Bill again s ide by s ide started to 
d ig the tren ch deeper as instructed. Well! When you dig a tre nch deeper you hit rocks. Wha t do you do with these rocks? 
They came up with the idea of throwing the rocks down into the minefield. They roBed rocks galore down into that so 
called mine field and never on ce set off a mine muc h to their disappointmen t. 

They sat in those trench es a nd watched the rest of the a rmy a nd the North Korean army s hoot back a nd fourth at each 
other every night. Every night was like watching fireworks bac k home on the Fourth of July. 

Thank God the gun s we re not aimed in their direc tion. 

The cease-ftre was to take affect on the 27th of July, 1953. On the night before both sides fired off all their ammunition 
and it was a s ight to behold . The skies were lighted with gun flash es and exploding s hells like nothing thes e young 
soldiers had ever witnessed . There was a 155 MM long tom gun emplacement on the hill behind our posi tion a nd in the 
daylight you could see th ese very large projec tiles being s h ot over into the enemy posi tions with the naked eye and see 
them right to the target. 

Duffy remembered saying to others gathered a round, "What a shame for anyone to get killed tonight" 

Later that day th ey were again orde re d to pack u p and move out. 

Whe n they a rrived a t their nex t du ty station they were pleasantly surprised to find very nice quarte rs in s teel h.uts with 
h ot s howers . They were assigne d to gua rding the American s tockade in conjunction with the 91 st M ~ Bat~ahon . The 
s tockad e housed Ame rican Gl's that we re incarcerated for breaking military laws and Korean laws. Their dutIes were to 
guard the stockade in guard towers a nd inside the compou nd a nd in the solitary cor:finement cells . One of my d.uties was 
to take the garbage w hic h was some what separated from vegetables) meat and slop to 55 gaJ. can s. A Korean dnver drove 
the lluck to an orphanage and the cans wer e trans ferred to o the r cans . This garbage fed this entire orphanage and th e 
people were only too glad to get our slop. The !irst time I went on this de tail 1 realized just how ha rd these poor people had 

it. 
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Sometime later in the summer the America n GI prisone rs were relocated a nd th e s tockade wa s con verted to a POW 
camp fo r Chinese Na tionalist soldiers t ha t were being re pa triated in "Ope ration Big Switc h " In this ope ration the POW's 
were taken off sh ips in Pusan Harbo r and escorted under guard to the POW camp. The duties at the POW camp were 
about the same a s gua rding the American Gl's but muc h more vigil ant with orde rs to shoot a ny prisoners trying to esca pe 
or s tart riots. 

It was a very cold winter in Korea that year, much co lder tha n the winters in Pe nnsylvania that's for sure. 

Chris tmas of 1953, whic h was their s econd Christmas away from home, was spent a t the POW Camp in Pusan. 

In Febru ary of 1954 Fox Company was reassigned to gua rd a tungs te n mine in Sangd ong. We arrived there on 
February lOth in the la te afte rnoon . The mining village was located just above the 37th para llel and just West of Tae beck 
in the eastern section of South Korea . lr is a ve ry m ountainou s region where there we re m a ny anthrac ite mines and the 
la rges t tungs ten mine in the world , 

The very firs t d ay that the mine camp was taken over by Fox Company, in the la te afte rnoon o f Fe bruary 10th, on a 
very cold and wintry day we suITe red a disas te r. We got to the camp la re in the afte rnoon a nd got all our gear s towed away 
and sertled down in our nice quarter s in s teel huts with cots for s leeping a nd nice wa rm k e rosene s toves. The company 
commande r , Firs t Lt. Asens io, invited Don into the locked PX which wa s fully stocked with all the u sual supplies. He 
informed Don that h e was going to run the PX. Don was h a ppy to have the a ssignment and went to bed . Sometime during 
the night a fire s ta rted in one of the huts a nd the e ntire camp burned to the ground except one or two buildings, Don's PX 
was not one of them , it burned to the ground a to raL loss . 

Luckily everyone got out with as muc h of the ir gear as they could carry a nd no one wa s hurt which was a mira cle in 
itself becaus e ammunition was exploding in the fi re and flying everywhere . Some me n got out with jus t the underwear on 
th ere bac ks and no s hoes, on a ve ry co ld Februa ry night with snow on the ground. They spent a ve ry uncomfortable four 
o r five days till rents and s upplies could be s hipped in. They had to build wooden fl oor structures and erec t s quad tents 
themselves because there were no engineering ou ts for miles. 

Once a gain Duffy a nd Engs(fom were side by side in their sq u a d tent whe re they spent a rathe r comfortable stay for 
the n ext two months. 

While a t this location in Sangdong there were no rec reation facilit ies. No movie house or ba rs and no place to go exce pt 
one hot ba th house in the village. It was a large indoor pool whic h had a men's day a nd a ladies d ay. The men could not 
read the rules and at times would show up on ladies day. It did no t s eem to bother the me n and the Korean la dies did not 
put up any objec tions but stayed at one end of the pool a nd did a lot of giggling. 

This du ty e nded o n April 11, 19 54 when Fox Compa ny was reunited with the rest o f the 2nd ba ttal ion at the Taro Leaf 
Camp in Yangu Valley. 

Bill and Don s tayed a t this location till their time to rotate home o n October 12, 1954. The day those orders came out 
to go horne wa s the ha ppies t day for 7S·Yo of the compa n y and a sad day for th e younger 2 5°/(") of Fox Company that h a d to 
s tay and se e their buddies leave. 

This tra inloa d of ve te rans was looking forward to getting home and ge tting the ir lives bac k in o rder a s c ivilians. Bei ng 
h ome sa fe and sound and with more m oney in their pocke ts th an they ever h a d be fore wa s a blessing. They may ha ve 
earned more money in those two years as civilian s but then they would have spent more money. Muc h m ore important 
than money was the expe rience gained, it was priceless . Don h as ofte n said that h e would not trade those two years for a ll 
the mon ey in the world. It is too ba d that the youth of today do no t have the same opportunity" to serve their country as 
S ill and Don did. If there was ever suc h a thing as a good time to be dra fted into the army, the re could not have been a 
better time for these two boys from Pennsylvania. The Korean War was in progress , they had very good training in th e 
state s and in Japan, they we re invoLved in the dra matic trans fer of a n entire infa ntry division into a comba t si tua tion a nd 
airlifted into a comba t zone with full combat gear on . They were put into a combat zone while the war was s till on a nd 
could see both s ides shooting at one a no the r and saw the war end without getting shot a t. Th ey were part of six varied 
and ve ry inte resting and exci ting aSSignme nts that made the time fly by and eliminated a ny chance of bored om. 

Bill and D o n both received h onorable discharges together on November 3, 1954 , exac tly 2 2 months and 22 days 
service for Don and one day more for S Ul, a s he was drafted one day earlier on December 11 , 1952 . 

These two men , no longer boys, parted compa ny at Fort Meade a nd headed h ome . 

They did no t m ee t a gain till the following April of 19 55 when Don and his new bride , Ba rbara, s topped to see Bill a t his 
home in Stoneboro. Pennsylvania. 

The fact that Don , or anyone for that marte r , would stop to see an army buddy while on his honeymoon is proof of how 
much this frie ndship was valued . Bill a nd Don have not seen one ano th e r since but they do talk on th e phone from time 
to time. 
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Visions of Hiroshima 


It was not Frederick's first time in Hiroshima. As a member of 
the 24th Army Infantry Division, he was one of the first. Americans 
to enter the city - six weeks after the bomb was dropped. 

"It was a ghost town," Frederick said. "There was absoluteJy 
nothing moving anyplace. " 

Frederick and his fellow soldiers were in the devastated city to 
help the Japanese rebuild . Just weeks earlier, they had been training 
in the Philippines for a land invasion of Hiroshima, 

-----~========--

You ask at the recent reunion in Philadelphia that I 
send you some of the pictures that J took. There is one 
picture that I would like very much to have you put in 
the Taro Leaf. It is a picture of myself a nd Bill Engstrom 
taken at the Korean War Memorial in Philadelphia. We 
were from fox Company of the 34m Infantry Regiment 
serving in Korea in 1953 to 19 54. We had five 
members from our company at the reunion. It was the 
first time that we have gotten together since we left 
Korea over fifty yea rs ago. 

.if. joe Wilson 

4t 

Marcel "Sal" Frederick was intervie wed by his local 
paper abOUI a recent visir to Hiroshim a. Below are 
phofOs and an exert from Ihe article 

Marcel "Sal" Frederick was in Hiroshima, Japan with his 
Army unit just six weeks after an atomi c bomb exploded above 
the city Aug 6, 1945. Frederick shows pictures he has collected 
of the devastat ion . 

Don Duffy 

I am attaching a story about the remarkable 
circumstances of Bill Engs trom and myself as close 
buddies while in the army. I know the story is too 
long to be put in the Ta ro Leaf but J would like for 
you to read it just to see why I would like this 
picture placed in the Taro Leaf. The picture shows 
Bill Engstrom on the left and Don Duffy on the 
right. 

The other members from Fox Company were Joe 
Wilson from Columbia , Sc. , Leon Gale from 
Laceyville, Penna . and Jack Goedeke from Easton , 
Maryland. 



Quartermaster 24 IDA 


Conlro l # 
I 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 

7 

8 

9 

10 
II 

12 

13 

14 

IS 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
2 1 
22 

24 

25 

26 

27 
2R 
29 

30 

3 1 
32 
33 
34 
35 
36 
37 
3X 
39 
40 

Item 
24 10 Co lored Patch 
24 IDA Colored Patch 
24 10 Black Cap w/Pa(ch 
24 1D White Cap wlPatch 
24 to Window Sticker 
24 ID Deeal 
Bolo Tie wrrL Gold 
W/Gold or Black Chain 
Bolo Tie w/T L Si lver 
Silver wITL Sil ver 
Belt Buckle w/TL 
Gold or Silver Be lt Buckle 
29" IN F C loth Patch (Color) 
24 Sig BN Unit Crest 
19th InfCrest 
Current Issue $10 Pr 
21 ,t Inf Crest 
C UlTenl Issue $ 10 Pr 
341h TnfCrest 
Currenl issuc S J0 Pr 
11th FA Crest 
13111 FA Crest 
\91h Pocket Patch (Co lo r) 
2' ~' Pocke t Patch (Color) 
341h Pocket Patch (Color) 
11th FA PocketPatch (Color) 
13 lh FA Pocket Patch (Color) 
24 10 Crest 

341h {n f Lape l Pin 
CIB ( I" Award) 1-1346 (M ini ) 
Mi ni DR.ESS MESS 
CIB (2'· Award) 1-1347 (Mini) 
Mini DRESS MESS 
ClB Lapel Pin 
191h Cap Dark Blue/Crest 
2 1 SI Cap Wh.i te/Embroidered Patch 
21 ~t Ca p Dark Blue IErnbroidcred 
P(ltch 
34th Ctp Dark Blue w/Cres L 
24 IDA Cap Dark Blue w/ Palch 
Cap wffL, Red or White G ERMANY 
24 IDA ReJ or White Caps 
24 ID A Green Cap 
24 10 White Mesh Cap 
y ll Eng. C rest 
141h Eng. Crest 
51h RCT Pocket Patch 
51h RCT Cap, Red 

Supply Price List 

Description Price Ea 
$3 .00 

Control # 
41 

Item 
19 th Lapel Pin 

Descri ption 

5.00 42 24 ID License Plate (new) wlTL 
10.00 43 Dt:se rt Storm Cap ~ OJack 

First to F~ght 10.00 44 Desert Stonn Hat Pin 
2" x 3" 2.00 45 WWII Cap ntack Veteran or em 
4" 3.00 46 Korean W ar Cap Black Vclefan or CIB 

15.00 

16.00 

47 

48 

49 

Bumper Slicker-C IA 
Bumper Sticker-
Proudly Served wlTL 
6th Tank BN CIOIh PDICh Cloth Patch 

15.00 
50 
5 1 

Purple Heart Medal 
Bronze Slaf Medal 

HP-754 
HP-926 

5.00 52 Good Conduct Medal HP-927 
5.00 53 Kort:an Service Medal HP-929 

5.00 
54 
55 

Natl. Defen se Service Medal 
V ictory Medal 

HP-957 
HP-95R 

5.00 
56 
57 

Silver Star Meda l 
ETO Campaign Medal 

HP-959 
HP-962 

5.00 
58 
59 

DFC 
Korean ~WOO Miss ing 

HP-965 
HP-115 

$ 10 pr 5.00 60 eMB I~I Award HP-569 
SIO pr 5.00 61 US Flag Clu tch Back HP (V-37) 

5.00 62 24thMedical Bn Cres t 
5.00 63 PaciJie Campaign Medal HP-963 
5.00 64 American Campaign Medal HP-964 
5.00 65 Army of Occupation Medal HP-051 
5.00 66 Merilorious Servi ce Meda l HP-056 
5.00 67 UN Service Medal HP-059 
5.00 68 Philippine Liberation HP-36 I 
5.00 69 Korean Servi ce Ribbon HP-099 

5.00 
70 
71 

Air Medal 
D SC Halpin 

BP-925 
HP-308 

6.50 
72 
73 

Bring 'Ern HomefBack 
American Defense Medal 

HP-214 
HP 

5.00 74 Viet nam Serv ice Medal HP 
10.00 75 2410 Hatpin 
12.00 76 24 ID T ie-Regu lar 

12.1)0 77 
78 

24 ID Flag, 3)(5 Screen Print 
63rd Field Artille ry 

Outdoor Flag 
Cloth Patch 

10.00 79 Anny Commendation MeJal HP 
10.00 80 Sold iers Medal HP 
12.00 81 POW Medal HP 
10.00 
10.00 

82 
Armed Forces Reserve 
Medal 

HP 

10.00 
5.00 

83 
I" Deca l 24 ID 
Sell 12 for $ 1.00 

5.00 84 24 'h Christmas Cards 10 ea. Pac ket 
5.00 85 World War n Tapes (s[arts Austra lia) 

10.00 86 24 IO Neck Wallets 

Quartermaster, 24th IDA 

Frances Wittman 

1385 Terri Street 


Keyser, WV 26726 


W e require $3 .00 pos tage and H andling. 

Price Ea 
$5.00 

6.00 
12.00 
3.00 

12.00 
12.00 
3.00 

3.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

10.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

20.00 
55.00 

5.00 
3.00 
3.00 
3.00 

3.00 

. 10 

8. 00 
IS.OO 
4 .00 

Please allow six weeks delivery. No Phone Orders Please. 

Post a L:Opy of this or any of our ads at your local Vets Clubhouse. Others may be interested in some of these items. 
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5TH REGIMENTAL COMBAT TE.· :\1 
lATH l NFANTRY DlV1SIClN 


KOREAN WAR 
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26th AAA 

The swnmer issue of 2005 had a good article by Lt. Col. 
Roy Tate, who commanded the AAA units of the 24th 
from Dec. 1950. He mentioned A Battery of the 21 st 
AAA A W Bn. (SP), which later became B Battery of the 26th AAA, 
this photo is of Captain Dan Williams who commanded this Battery 
along with l iLt. Olen O'Connor, Platoon Leader. 

This photo was taken during the summer of 1951. 

Submitted By - Col. Olen O 'Connor USA (Ret) 

Marvin Reed at Fort Bliss, TX 

Marvin Reed & Virginia Reed in EI Paso, TX, 1951 

Training at Fort Bliss, TX - May 195 1 

Submitted By - Marvin Reed, 26" AAA 44 



26 'h AAA (COJ1l.) 

Mavin Reed & Lucy Cole 
E1 Paso, IX 1951 

-J. 

Marvi n Reed - Korea, July 1951 

Hap in reserve, Korea, Aug 1951 
Taken and Submined By - Marvin Reed 
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19th Infantry Regiment 


'9th In fantry 
Regimen! 

Jack Starr and Spot the Company Dog. 

"Spot followed me everywhere. Up this road 
was our defence positions overloking ammo 
dump guarded by marines on horses outside an 
8 'fence. " 

Company Roster - 1939 - Jack St<HT was a member of 1 ~1 Platoon. 
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19th Infantry Regiment (ConI. 

A collage of company photos. - Submitted by Ja ck Star r, 19" INF 



A Story from Ed Farmer, 21't INF. 

When we arrive d in the P hillipines on Oc t 20, 1944 , the 21" Infa ntry has land ed two days 
e arlie r on So uthe rn Ley te on the Is land of P anoon. Our mission to ca ptu re "a Ja pan ese P .T. 
Boat Base and an Airfie ld" located th e re . T he s hips dropped o ur Reg ime ntal Comba t T ea m 
o ff ths es a nd sa iled away. If you think tho usand s o f me n ca n' t ge t lo nesome , think aga in. 
T wo days la ter the whole Japa ne s e fl ee t sa iled up the Sarigo Channe l right on by us . Later 
in the aft e rnoon they met the U.S . Flee t and the Big Ba ttle beg an. All tha t da y a nd night the 
ba tt le rage d. On the high gro und whe re we were we could s ee th e s hips burning . The 
Japa nese we re throwing" 16 inc h" r ounds a ll over he ll. I want to te ll yo u whe n they hit they 
can lift you right out of yo ur s li t tr e nch. Whe n da ylight ca me the re we re Japanese sa il o rs 
swinning ashore. T he 21 s, Infantry was the o nly Army Uni t to w itness thi s grea t "Ba ttle" . 
We we re ve ry happy to be picke d a few days la te r to r e join the res t o f th e 24 'h Divis ion near 
Palo, Leyete. Incide nta ll Y we we re a t 400 miles fro m any o the r Ame ri can troops on Po nosn. 

In the se ries co ming on Hi s tor y Cha nne l be ing done by "Flashback T e levi s ion Limite d ," Ben 
Wa hle and 1 were se lected to give our stories re "Breaknec k Ridge," eel. 

T he peo ple we re rea lly s ur pri se d whe n they fo und that Infantry T roo ps has watc he d the 
fi g hting taking place . T hi s part re the T we nty - F irs t was a rea l s urpri se beca use they had 
thought o nly Naval Personne l ha d w itnessed the fighting . Receive d a ca ll fr om London 
s ay ing the Serie s "P ac ific Wa r" w ill be s howing on the His tory Channe l some time 1t1 

Decemb e r. 1 will be receiving a tape of the w ho le thing . Will keep yo u informe d. 

Best reg ards, 

Ed F arme r , 21" INF 


Carolyn Farmer, wife of Ed Farmer, fell and broke her shoulder, October 13. Their address, for 
those who would like to send a card, is 3680 Bryan Street, Reno, NV 89503~ Editor 

An e lderl y man in Phoeni x call s hi s son in New York and says , "I hate to ruin yo ur da y, but 1 have 
to tell yo u that your mother and I a re di vo rcing; fort y-five yea rs of mi sery is enough." 

"PoP. what are yOU talking about ," the son screa ms. 

"We can't s tand the s ight of each other any longer," the old man says. "We' re s ick and ti red of each 
other, and I'm sick of talking about thi s, so you ca ll yo ur s is ter in Chicago and tell her. " And he hangs 
up. 

Frantic. the son ca ll s his s is te r, who explodes on the phone . "Like Heck they 're ge tti ng a divo rce." 
s he shouts. ''I'll take care of this ." 

She ca ll s Phoenix immediately, and sc reams at her dad, "Yo u are NOT getting di vo rced' Don't do a 
s ingle thing until I ge t the re . I'm ca ll ing my brother back and we 'll both be there tomorrow. Until then 
don't do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?" And she hangs up. 

The old man hangs up his phone and turns to hi s wife . "T hey' re coming for Thanksgiving and 
pay ing their own way. 
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EXIT LA UGHING (or Crving) 


Noles 'n' notions from Jim Pettit 

Savannah (Ga.) News reports that scientists in the 
Philippines have determined that sweating after drinking beer 
attracts mosquitoes. So does the scent of dirty socks. Maybe it 
would help to s train tbe beer through the dirty socks before 
drinking. Maybe not. 

Reader Jim Pearson, comluenting on a man's willingness to mix 
flavors, suggests a shot of Jim Beam and Diet Cherry Coke. 

Scientis ts say our sun will burn out in about 5 billion years. 
Think 1"1.1 wait until next Thursday to worry about it. 

Bumper s ticker: 

Your Opinion, Although Interesting, Is Irrelevant. 


QUOting: "I wonder if other dogs think poodles are members of 
a weird religious cult." - Rita Rudner 

From Fayetteville Observer, Fayetteville, NC 

!lEw'S of TIlE w'fi/(fJ 


COW PATTIE PERFUME 
Scielfti.lif... are "ow officially bored 

The New Zealand <lgriculrurai company Summit-Quinphos revealed in 
March that it has a working model of an automated nilrogen -inllibit.ing 
sprayer that fits under a cow's tail, and that it has a governmen t grant to 
develop the device. A company spokesman said nitrogen from cow urine, 
concentrated in small patches in a field, currently must he neutralized by 
expensively treating the ent ire field . 

However, the company's "((lil·activated" gizmo immediately fi res a blast 
of inhihiting chemical at the ground direct ly below every time the cow lifts 
her tail for a ca ll of nallirC. (A New Zea land lfurald reporter made Summit­
Quinphos scienli sl Jamie Blennerhasset so lemnly swear that Ihe 
announcement was nol an April Fool's joke.) 

WELL OF COURSE! 
(\) Transsexual convIcted pros titute Monica Renee Champion, 37, was 

finally picked up by police in Ric hmond, Va., in Augus!; there had been 
arrest warrants for lOdecent exposure agCl inst her in the city's South Side as a 
male and in the city's North Side as a female. (2) Tyrone D. McMillinn, JJ, 
who was arrested after a high-speed chase through three New York towns in 
August, told the alTesting officers: " ~I 've been playing a lot of Grand Theft 
Auto and NASCAR on PlayStation. I thought I could get away. " 

( I) Paris Saline, 46, the madame o f n legal brothel 10 Maroochydore, 
Australia (north of Brisbane), who was a nomi nee al an awards banquet for 
Excellence in Business (which was being he ld at a loca l hote l), was arres ted 
for solic iting clients during the event. (2) London's Sunday Tclegraph 
reponed in July that, because of the shortage of mi litary supplies caused by 
troops deployed to Afghanistan and (raq, British Army soldiers on training 
exercises were ordered simply to shout "bang bang" rather than fire practice 
rounds. 

LIFE IMITATES ART 
According to a February report in the fsraeli daily Ma'ariv, [tzik 

Simkowitz is suing a pet shop owner in Beersheeba for se lli ng him a s ic kly 
Ga lerita-rype cockatoo (price: the equi valenl of aboul $2,000) thm died 
sho rl)y after Simkowitz got hun home. As in a classic ,'#C""i" y , , ·rh-p sketch , 
the shop owner initially ins isted that the parrot was mere ly lethargic and 
needed lime to adjust to hi s [lew sun'ollndings, but when the parrot (to use 
the Pyt :1Q!l dialogue) was shown to be "a laIC parrot," "an ex-pa rrol." "a 
st iff," and to have "joined the choir invisible," the shop owner stil l refll sed to 
return the money. 

In the Stephen King nove l, C hri stine was the name of the demonic car, 
but Christine Djordjevic of South Haven, Ind., is the owner of (I car that 
started and drove off. unattended, in Mareh and crashed into her neighbor' ~ 

home. Police concluded that (he culprit was Djordjevic's remote staner, 
which had been ins t<l lled by the prev ious owner imprudently, in thai, on 
Slick-shift cars, it can work in gear. 

LEAST COMPETENT CRIMINALS 
In September, Anthon y R. Martin , 52, of BelleVi ll e, 111. , became the 

lillesl person to call the police and complain that someone had stolen his 
illegal drugs. Martin told the investigating officer that a hosule neighbor had 
taken his marijuana plants, but when be showed the officer the room where 
he usually kept them, the plants were actually still thcrc. Marlin then said 
whoever look them must have returned them. He was charged with growing 
marijuana. (He also admitted t.hat he h<ld been drinking.) 

Chuek Shepherd , 
N~ws of Ihe Weird (Wend News@eanhlink.nel ) 

mailto:News@eanhlink.nel


The Medal of Honor, the nations highes t sward 
for military Valor is g iven to those w ho have 
acted with supreme courage and to di sregard 
the ir won safety in the fac e of most hazardous 
conditions. It is an award that only a 
comparative hand ful of me n in the world are 
entitled to wear. It is bestowed by act of 
Congress and reflects Democracy's gratitude to 
those w ho, in mome nts of risk, offered 
everything they had in its defense, induding life 
itself. The medal is but a humble token, a 
gesture of recognition for sacrifices, which 
cannot be re paid to its honored holders, their 
survivors , in worldly goods . 
Twelve so ldiers of the 24'h Infantry Divis ion, 
between 1944 and 1951, so distingui shed 
themselves with sacrificial and intrepid acts on 
the battl e field and received this highest 
decoration. Three recipients are from \\' orld 
War II and the o ther nine recei ved their awards 
during the Koran War. Only General Dean, 
Lieutenant Dodd, And Sergeant Adams lived to 
receive the Meda l persona lly. Sergeant Duke 
survi ved combat but died later in a North Korean 
POW camp. All o the rs were killed in action, 
and along with Sgl. Duke received their 
deco rations posthumously. 

Major General William F. Dean, Berkley, Califomia 
CG 24" Infantry Division 
20 - 21 July 1950, Taejon , Korea 

During intense fightin g in the battle for Taejon, armed with only a hand grenade, he s ingle -handed ly attacked ,10 ene my lank. He also directed 
fire of his tanks from £In exposed position that offered neilher cover nor concealment, while under enemy artillery and small amlS fire. When 
the e nemy overran Taejon , Gen . Dean refused to leave with the lead e lements of the relrea ting division. lns le£ld, he remained behind 10 

organize his relreating forces and direc t stragglers to safety. 
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