r— =
e\t L : —
( g N
v\ e r——

24th INFANTRY DIVISION ASSOCIATIONE’?_"
| % ."‘1 -'If 25 i
4

WARREN G. AVERY, PRESIDENT

836 MIDDLETOWN AVENUE
NORTH HAVEN, CONNECTICUT 06473

John R. Shay
1129 Shermer
GClenview IL

o

R AN
h‘!’A\.‘c_.
\

S

R L ]
60025

e

Arving: g

lander F\igure

d

~\)

C)Q,



)

A

The Commanding General W
of the Twenty-Founth Infantry Division (Mechanized)

and Fornt Stewant/Huntern Anmy Adnfield

nequests the pleasure of yourn company

at the ‘

Building One Dedication Ceremony
In Honon 04
MG(Ret]) Fredernick Trving

on Tuesday, the ninth of Decemben J
at ten o' clock in the moaning at

Division Headquantens, Font Stewanrt W

R.S.V.P. By
5 Dec 86
767-8610/7742

(Reception follows at the Fort Stewant 0fficens’ CLub)
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- Bailey / By MORT WALKER

WE'RE GET WITH IT, YOU
GET | TAKING A GUYS.THIS 1S THE
SHOWER! AGE OF UNISEX

Q Y,

OH, YEAH?Z WEL|, MAYBE WouLp
WE'LL COME AND WATCH vou?!
YOU SHOWER!
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Regardle§s of rank, or age, or size,
there's a bit of bustiness about Mort's

| AGONY
COLUMN

Agony is right. EVERT HARMON made LAX
and was looking for 1lth Fieldmen. Okay
you 155 mm boys, where were you? why not
drop a line to Evert -- nickname "Ed".

He was Hqs. Btry., 1lth Field '50-'5].

He and Renate hang their hats at 23398
sandalwood, Canoga Park CaA. Botter still;
pick up a phone and go 818-347-7223.

—

Don't get confused. The 82nd A/B has
a 555th Battalion and theY call themselves
the "Triple Nickles." TIt's an all-black
paratroop unit, the first army unit to be

integrated.
-————/_H

EOTHER SIDECFEMCDN

lost Interesting Impromptu Mecting:
Billy Martin and Richard Kixon. Billy,
four~-time Yankce manager, and iNixomn, two-
term president, bumped into one another
near the Yankee TV booth at the Stadium.
Said Tricky: "I always liked you as a
manager. When are you coming”backf

Said Billy: '"When you do.

Could there be a jowly third base coach
in our future? So asks our brand sPank}ng—
new member, EDWARD C. CTTO. (C 19th '51-'52)
of 1009 SW 18th, Willmar, L.

AN
ABOUT FACE

Moved: JOHNNY WHALEN (I, E 21st
'51-'52) to 173 Cornell, Roslindale WA,
Johnny's Chaplain of VFW Post 1018,

BG SAMUEL McC. GOODWIN (G=4 '53-'55
C/S Fwd. '55), of Crossed Sabers Ranch,
Corrillos, NM, wrote a delightfully
nostalgic piece which was shared by all at
LAX. Sam headed it up as "To All Taro
Leafers Who Remember Our Second and Third
Return to Korea = '53-'54='55." It read:

"Division Headquarters was located at
a miserable little village called Yang-gu.
MG Harkins converted the 45th Division to
the 24th Division, MG McClure succeeded .
Harkins. They were moving the entire
Division back to Japan (to the Fukuoka
area) to steam heated barracks and gravel
roads - when the order came down to
return to Korea.

"Only the 2lst remained still in Korea.
The 'rear party' became the 'advance
party.' The first Christmas 1954 attempt-
ing to persuade ourselves that Washington
must have a plan for such miserable
madness,

""Remember?"

Thanks for the memories, Sam!!!
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From the Office
of the President...

To The Membership:

I hope you have all returned home safely from the great reunion in LA,
put on by Bob Ender, He did a beautiful job! We are now looking forward to
Chicago, and I know that Bob Shea, our 1987 Chairman will do a great job,

with the help of his lovely wife Mary.

I received a phone call the other day from Ms. Isobel Hinshelwood, who
is a researcher for the Thames TV in England. One of the major networks there
had started production of a five part series of documentary programs on the
Korean War, in conjunction with WGBH in Boston, and the Australian Broadcast-
ing Corp. The series will be shown in 1988 on PBS, ABC (in the USA) and on
the Independent TV network in England.

The series will involve extensive filming in Korea and in the countries

which were major combatants. In America they are keen to locate people with
vivid memories of the war, some of whom they would later invite to contribute
to the programs. They are anxious to locate American Veterans who- for exam-

ple- were witness to the beginning of the war with Gen. Dean; members of the
USAF who flew bombing missions, veterans who recall the pullback to the Pusan
perimeter, the Inchon landings, the recapture of Seoul, the drive to the Yalu
River, and the retreat south; Gen. Ridgeway's 1951 offensive; the conflicts
along the line onvestabilized; people who were captured, who were witness to
the capture and interment of the enemy who saw particular incidents affecting
the civilian population. N
Korea has been called "The Forgotten War'. They would like to ensure
that it does not remain so through a vigorous examination of the history
and by letting the real story be told by participants who saw it then and
remember it now. Anyone interested may contact:

THAMES TELEVISION LTD.

Isobel Hinshelwood, Researcher
Documentary Dept.

306-316 Eustan Rd.

London, NW13BB, England

* * * * * *

Two new books recently published on the Korean War are:

1. Korean War, The First War We Lost, by Bevin Alexander $24.95
available from Hippocrene Books 171 Madison Ave., N.Y. 10016

2. The Korean War, Challenges in Crisis, Credibility and Command,
by Burton I. Kaufman $34.95
available through Temple University Press

3. 2nd Volume of the Korean War, by Donald Knox, will be late in being
published due to his sudden death, but I am told that it is 3/4
of the way completed and will be out in 1987.

* * * * * *

Let me take this time to say how happy and proud I am to have been elected
President of our 24th Inf. Division Association. T will try to do my utmost
during the year to help all our members to promote comradship amongst us all.

I dor—
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Just joined our special pantheon with
100 smackers so as to become Life Member
#712 - Maj. ROBERT D, BALL, of 6008 119th
St., Tacoma WA. Bob was Hq.Btry.Div.Arty.
10/48-11/49 and Hq.Btry. 13th Field
11/49-4/51. Before that he was ETO from
Cmaha Beach to the Elbe -- oh we forgot,

we weren't going to mention WW II. Sorry.
Appreciate your support, Bob -- and
Marion.

‘GEE, THANKS!"

Interesting note from Lt.Col. JAMES E.
ALVATOR (21st '49-'51), of 52 Chestnut,
Red Bank NJ: "I was the first Army
Aviator assigned to the 2lst. At the time,
I had an L-5 which could be converted into
an ambulance ship to transport injured
personnel or pregnant females to the
hospital in Fukuoka.

'On the night of 6-30-50, we were all
called via an alert to tHg. About 3 a.m.
on 7-1-50, the troops left by convoy for
Itazuci AFB. I flew up at daylight.

The troops loaded in C-54's and I followed
in my L-5. This was the start of Task
Force Smith -- April of 'Sl I was pulled
off thet lines and sent to Sasebo to come
home on the First Rotation boat. 200

officers 1200 enlisted men -- How those
of us lived from July - April I'll never
know -- not too many left,"

We are more grateful with each passing
day that as many of the TFS men came home
Thanks, Jim.

as did.

i
“NOW THAT YOU'RE REALLY HOME ON FURLOUGH,
WHAT WOULD YOU REALLY LIKE TO DO?”

W

The next following pages are reprints
of a two-part series run by Army Times.
The reprints are with the graclous
permission of Mr. Lee Ewing, its Editor.

Beetle Bailey / By MORT WALKER

TYPE THIS
UP, MISS
BUXLEY

NO, I WANTIT
NEXT WEEK/

SHE sAlD
SHE'D 6EE

Love this one from JIM MERRITT of
392 Yokeko, Anacortes, WA, in expressing
regrets about not being able to LAX it:
My WW 2 outfit, 10th Mountain Division,
is holding its reunion in Seattle, and I
have been volunteered into helping out.
You remember how that went, don't you?
"I want three volunteers, You! You. and
You!." Anyhow, I shall spend this reunim
in Seattle.

"I was a part of the lst Platoon, E Co.,
19th Inf. from Oct. '51 to Feb, '52. I
joined the unit on a ridge just southeast
of Kumsong, and left them after the outfit
moved to Hachinohe, Japan. A relatively
short time, compared to the three years
of W 2 in the other unit, and I must
admit that that period is pretty hazy
in my memory after 35 years. The only
thing I vividly remember is owing the
Weapons Platoon Leader 20 bucks when I
left the unit and losing his address.

He was from Detroit."

All right, you Detroit fellas., Line
up if you think Jim owes you those two
tens.
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OU ARE NOT FORGOTTE

Eleven years after the chaotic fall of Sai-
gon, the specter is as haunting as ever:
U.S. servicemen, gaunt and abandoned,
rotting away in Communist cells or slave
labor camps.

Across the land, the wrenching image
glares, in ghostly silhouette, from black
and white flags vowing, “You are not
forgotten.”

It goads an aggressive movement of orga-
nizations determined to resolve the fate of
Americans still officially listed as “missing
in action” or as “prisoner of war” in South-
east Asia. I

It has inspired books and a number of
movies, including those that gave the hero-
starved pop culture a machine-gun-wield-
ing Vietnam vet named Rambo.

And, inevitably, it evoked a service in-
dustry and a new breed of hustler: self-
styled POW-MIA hunters exploiting the
desperation of families clinging to hope
that long-missing relatives are still alive.

To many military veterans over 50, how-
ever, the legendary Rambo and the real
crusaders seeking to find out what hap-
pened to the 2,430 Americans who van-
ished in Indochina seem to have forgotten

or ignored that 8,177 Americans were nev-
er accounted for after the Korean War.

More to the point, 2,233 missing mem-
bers of the United Nations Command — in-
cluding 389 Americans — were known to
have been alive, in Communist custody, be-
fore the 1953 ceasefire and repatriation of
POWSs, but were not among repatriated
POWs, according to Defense Department
figures. North Korea and the People’s Re-
public of China have insisted for decades
that they know nothing of their fate.

“Where were all the activists after Ko-
rea?” asks Robert Dumas, who knows the
answer better than anybody else. “Where
were all the politicians who've suddenly
discovered how to get votes with the MIA
issue?”

On the other hand, Dumas concedes, he
has good reason to empathize with groups
that have badgered four consecutive ad-
ministrations to answer the last lingering
question of America’s last Asian war. Do
any Americans captured in Southeast Asia
remain in Communist captivity?

For more than three decades, Dumas
himself has been pestering the administra-

KOREAN WAR’S POW MYSTERY

Are More Americans
Waiting to Come Home?

tions of seven presidents to answer the
same question minus one word —
“Southeast.”

His was a lone, incongruous voice saying
things Washington officialdom did not
want to hear and the U.S. public would not
believe.

Even after the POW-MIA issue was con-
spicuously revived in the wake of the Viet-
nam War, Dumas’ dogged pleas on behalf
of prisoners lost in Korea remained un-

heeded. An obstinate, middle-aged gadfly
living on retirement and disability benefits
doesn’t have the glamor of a Rambo.

While he often has turned to the news
media for help in his quest, Dumas says he
never wanted to become a celebrity — he
just wanted to find out what happened to
his brother Roger, one of the POWs who
never came back from Korea.

Over the years, that single-minded pur-
suit grew to an obsession, and eventually
led Dumas to a chilling conviction — that
North Korea, China, or the Soviet Union
secretly has imprisoned Americans since
the Korean War.

“Call them the legion of lost souls —
hundreds of American prisoners of war
who today are scattered throughout the
Communist world: Russia, North Korea,
Vietnam and Laos,” declared an editorial-
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Five American prisoners of war
at a camp somewhere in North
Korea play cards in a 1952
propaganda photo,

made by AP photographer
Frank Noel, who was captured
by the Communists. The
prisoners are, from left, Lt.
Harold E. Stahiman of
Nashville, Tenn.; Capt.
Anthony Pecoraro of South
Windham, Maine; Capt. Sidney
Esensten of Minneapolis,
Minn.; Lt. Walter L. Mayo Jr. of
Watertown, Mass.; and Capt.
galr:fy F. Hedlund of Futlerton,

alif.



page commentary in The Wall Street Jour-
nal in August. “The U.S. government knows
they’re there, but it doesn’t want the Amer-
ican people to know because they might
demand their return, even if it meant pay-
ing for them.”

Journal reporter Bill Paul, who wrote
the column, reached this controversial
conclusion after an extensive investigation
of the POW-MIA issue. “The American peo-
ple can't allow their government to contin-
ue lying that there is no proof these pris-
oners exist,” he wrote. “They do exist, and
... Washington knows they do.”

The Defense Department maintains
there is no proof that any Americans now
classified as MIA or POW actually survived
either the Korean War or the Vietnam
War. Yet an accumulation of historic, cir-
cumstantial, and eyewitness evidence —
compelling to some, tantalizing to others —
keeps the mystery alive. Consider a few
items:

® Imprisoning military and political
prisoners incognito, in violation of interna-
tional law, is a standard Communist
practice.

® A 1972 Senate Judiciary Committee
study on Communist treatment of POWs
disclosed that captives freed by the Soviet
Union had provided evidence “that several
hundred thousand of the missing persons
[from World War }I] were still being held
as forced laborers or prisoners” in the
1950s.

o Of nearly 37,000 French Union troops
listed as missing or captured in the first
Indochina War, fewer than 11,000 were re-
leased by the victorious Communist Viet-
namese in 1954. A dozen or so Spaniards
who had fought for the French Foreign Le-
gion were held by the Viet Minh another
18 years.

® Since the Korean War, there have
been many reports, both credible and du-
bious, of American captives seen in Com-
munist Asia.

Dumas has amassed a huge personal ar-
chive documenting his 33-year campaign to
corroborate such reports and prove that
his brother is one of the reported
survivors.

Eventually, he had to sue the Secretary
of the Army, among others, just to get his
brother’s classification changed from
“MIA/presumed dead” to “POW.” After a
three-day trial in Hartford, Conn., during
which two Army veterans provided testi-
mony that they had known Roger Dumas in
a POW camp, a federal judge ordered the
Army to grant Dumas a full hearing.

Three days after the trial, on July 26,
1983, the Pentagon commemorated the
30th anniversary of the signing of the Ko-
rean War armistice with a reminder that
the Communists never had accounted for
389 Americans known to have been
captured.

A year later, the Army at last officially
acknowledged that Roger A. Dumas was
one of them.

The Chosin Few

Since then, Bob Dumas has been hard to
ignore. More important, encouraged by
Vietnam’s recent cooperation in joint ef-
forts to recover remains of U.S. MIAs in
Indochina, a group of Korean War veter-
ans has expanded what was long a one-
man struggle into a growing cause.

Last year, Secretary of Defense Caspar
Weinberger received a letter from the Cho-
sin Few, an association of 2,300 survivors
of the epic battle at the Chosin Reservoir,
where Chinese Communist forces
launched a devastating counteroffensive
against U.N. forces moving toward the
Manchurian border in November 1950.

The letter asked for an accounting of
DoD’s efforts “to resolve the limbo status

s L

Assoclated Press Photo

American POWs in 1952
line up to get shots ata
camp in North Korea,
above. Thomas Gregory,
left in photo at left,
chairman of the Chosin
Few's MIA-POW
Committee, and Frank Kerr,
cofounder of the Korean
War veterans’ group, have
been meeting privately
with U.S. and North Korean
officials. In another 1952
propaganda photo, below,
American POWSs entertain

other prisoners with songs.
Times Color Photo
by Kate Patterson




of those American POWs reportediy alive
but never returned after the [Korean War]
armistice. .. . We are especially haunted by
the possibility that any might still be
alive.”

The letter closed with a defiant tone
more characteristic of the Vietnam War
generation than of those who came of age
in the 1950s: “We have been termed the si-
lent veterans of the forgotten war, but we
will not stand silent so long as those 8,177
Americans missing in action and the 389
presumed alive remain forgotten.”

True to their vow, the group has been
outspoken. It established a POW-MIA com-
mittee, chaired by Thomas Gregory of
Jacksonville, Fla., who was an Army corpo-
ral when he went to Korea and a major
when he left. Members have discussed the
prickly issue with other veterans groups,
congressmen, and POW-MIA specialists at
the State Department and the Pentagon.

At first, Frank Kerr, a Marine veteran
and cofounder of the Chosin Few, just
wanted to float the idea of a reunion at the
Chosin Reservoir. Since the United States
does not have diplomatic relations with
North Korea, he contacted sources with
connections to the Communist government
in Pyongyang. Somehow, these contacts led
to a series of letters and phone calls be-
tween Kerr and intermediaries in other
countries, and eventually to an unexpected
breakthrough: two private meetings in
New York City with high officials of the
North Korean government to discuss the
fate of missing Americans and the possibil-
ity of recovering remains of war dead.

According to Kerr and Gregory, the Com-
munist officials tersely denied that any
American prisoners remained in their
country. More emphatically, they said that
the Democratic People’s Repubiic of Ko-
rea would cooperate in efforts to locate
and return remains of American war casu-
alties if the United States officially re-
quested it and helped in the search.

The North Koreans also told the Ameri-
can veterans that the Pyongyang govern-
ment would be willing to discuss the POW-
MIA issue and any other pertinent matters
in tripartite meetings with the U.S. and the
Republic of [South] Korea.

The State Department’s response: The
United States will not deal directly with
North Korea, because the 1953 truce

agreement requires that all unresolved is-
sues of the inconclusive war must be han-
dled by the Military Armistice Commis-
sion, which has been haggling at
Panmunjom ever since the war ended. The
commission’s United Nations component
represents 16 nations that sent troops to
fight under the U.N. flag

A month after Kerr met with North Ko-
rea’s foreign-affairs minister last October,
however, the senior U.N. member of the
Military Armistice Commission — a U.S.
rear admiral — did write to his North Ko-
rean counterpart, specifically requesting
that his side search for and repatriate re-
mains of U.N. war casualties.

To describe North Korea’s reply to this
as “hopeful” would be an exaggeration, a
DoD spokesman said. Prodded, however,
he did suggest that it was somewhat more
encouraging than the routinely negative
replies the U.N. has received over the
years to all its other demands for POW-
MIA accountings.

Governments, of course, do not bend eas-
ily. Still, there are other hopeful signs.

Earlier this year, North Korea — histori-
cally one of the world’s least hospitable
places — started welcoming tourists from
some noncommunist societies, including
South Korea but not the United States.

The International Olympic Commitiee is
trying to mediate an agreement to let
North Korea host a few events of the 1988

Associated Press Photo

An American POW at a camp near the North Korean capital of Pyongyang
poses defiantly for Hungarian photographer Tibor Merai, who identified the
soldier as Capt. Clifford Allen of Los Angeles, Calif. The propaganda photo

was made in 1951.

summer Olympic Games, which are sched-
uled to be held in Seoul, the South Korean
capital.

And after a long spell of what seemed to
be government amnesia about the fate of
Korean War prisoners, nowadays federal
spokesmen from President Reagan on
down pointedly acknowledge that POW-
MIA accountability is an ongoing issue that
predates the fall of Saigon by 22 years.

For instance, in response to a U.S. sena-
tor's 1985 query about Korean War prison-
ers who never came home, the Defense
Department said, “The U.S. government is
continuing to seek the fullest possible ac-
counting for these men and the return of
any recoverable remains of Americans
who failed to return from Korea.”

More recently, during a “study mission”
to the Far East last February, a delegation
of the House of Representatives’ Task
Force on American Prisoners and Missing
in Southeast Asia spent a day in Seoul. In
a briefing on military matters there, the
old subject of Korean War POWs came up.
The “extended discussion” is summarized
in two paragraphs in the 52-page mission
report to the House Committee on Foreign
Affairs.

“Members were told that no live sight-
ings have been reported and that there is
noihing to indicate that any of the men are
still alive,” the report says. “However,
what may be deemed pro forma activities
aimed at obtaining their release still
continue.

“North Korea has recently indicated a
willingness to work to turn over the re-
mains of missing Americans, but on a bilat-
eral basis. It is apparent that North Korea,
in doing this, seems to be trying to create
divisions between the U.S. and the Repub-
lic of Korea tc obtain a political advantage,
manipulate public opinion, and improve
its international image.”

The summary concludes: “The delega-
tion was dismayed to learn about the low-
keyed nature of the efforts to obtain an ac-
counting for American POW-MIAs, and
urges the Task Force to take up this mat-
ter with the Departments of Defense and
State for further action.”

“That's what they were all saying 30
years ago,” grumbles Dumas.

9

Before Vietham

Communist behavior after earlier wars
may help explain the Hanoi government’s
attitude toward the POW-MIA issue.

In a 1981 congressional hearing on Viet-
nam War MIAs, Rep. Robert K. Dornan, R-
Cal., asked Air Force Lt Gen. (Ret) Eu-
gene Tighe, then director of the Defense
Intelligence Agency: “Is it not generally ac-
cepted in the intelligence community that
prisoners have been held back from every
single conflict involving Communist parties
of any ethnic background since 1917?"

Tighe replied, “As far as I know, that is
absolutely correct.”

The scope of the practice was revealed
after World War Il by a UN. commission
and other international organizations. Ac-
cording to the World Veterans Federation,
the fate of an estimated 2.5 million people,
mostly Europeans and Japanese believed
to have been captured by Communist
troops, remained unresolved in the 1950s.

Not until 1957 did the Soviet Union ac-
knowledge it had imprisoned Raoul Wal-
lenberg, the Swedish diplomat who disap-
peared in Budapest in 1945 after saving
more than 100,000 Hungarian Jews from
Nazi extermination camps. The Soviets
maintain that Wallenberg died of a heart
attack in 1947. But since then, many for-
mer inmates of Soviet prisons have report-
ed he was still alive.

The Senate Judiciary Committee’s 1972
POW report disclosed that the Soviets
themselves indicated in 1946 “that more
than 2 million prisoners of different na-
tionalities were working as laborers on a
northern link of the trans-Siberian
railroad.”

“Many of the missing prisoners have cer-
tainly died,” concluded the report, “and
some of them may have reverted to a civil-
ian existence within the Soviet Union. Ne-
vertheless... most of the prisoners who
were still in the Soviet Union in the mid-
1950s apparently occupied the status of
laborers.”

One was a U.S. citizen named John No-
ble, who had been living in Dresden with
his affluent family when Soviet troops oc-
cupied the city in 1945. After 10 years in
Soviet prisons and labor camps, he was re-
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“HEATED AND SERVED AFLAME. THESE LITTLE CAKES
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leased in 1955 and subsequently wrote two
books about the ordeal.

Although none of his fellow inmates was
an American, Noble said, he heard from
other prisoners that many U.S. and South
Korean soldiers captured in Korea “had
been shipped to the Soviet Union for safe-
keeping” and were being held as “slave
laborers.”

Other wars had been fought while Noble
was imprisoned — and now another Com-
munist regime was disclaiming any knowl-
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MAKE A VERY SATISFACTORY DESSERT.”

edge of foreign prisoners known to have
been in its custody.

The armistice agreement, governing the
tense truce that still exists on the Korean
peninsula, required the repatriation of all
POWs who wanted to return to their home-
lands. Accordingly, the Communists re-
turned 12,773, including 3,597 Americans.
Twenty-two U.N. “turncoats” — all but one
of them U.S. servicemen — defected. But
only two of the Americans still live in
China.

At the same time, the U.N. Command
turned over 75,823 North Koreans and Cl_li-
nese. But 21,805 others refused repatria-
tion. A few weeks before, South Korea uni-
laterally had freed some 27,000 North
Koreans who didn't want to be repatriated.
Three out of four Chinese POWs chose not
to return to Communist China.

With world attention focused on Pan-
munjom, mass rejection of communism by
people of many nationalities was a humili-
ating defeat for the Communist empire.
This festering humiliation, some analysts
believe, probably was the main reason for
the Communists’ implacability toward the
U.N.’s prolonged efforts to resolve the
POW-MIA issue in years to come.

Shortly after the ceasefire and the “Op-
eration Big Switch” repatriations, it was
evident that thousands of U.N. servicemen
classified as MIA or POW had neither re-
turned nor been accounted for. Conse-
quently, the U.N. Command submitted a
list of 3,404 missing U.N. personnel — in-
cluding 944 Americans — and asked the
other side for information about them.
(Over the years, the list gradually was re-
duced as evidence was found proving that
missing people were dead.)

Many of the missing had been identified
as POWs by repatriated prisoners, mail re-
ceived from POW camps, Communist radio
broadcasts, propaganda photographs, and
intelligence reports. Some had died in cap-
tivity, according to liberated comrades.

Still, the Communists insisted they knew
nothing about the missing men — and they
never have budged from that position. For
instance, they denied having any informa-
tion about a prisoner whose mother had
received a Christmas message from him in
a Chinese radio broadcast. They main-
tained that a U.S. Army pilot had escaped
— though repatriated prisoners reported
that he had lost both legs.

Several weeks after Big Switch, U.S.
News & World Report said the Communists
had withheld captive Americans “who
could handle the sensitive and complex in-
struments of modern war, such as radar-

..and infrared instruments for night
combat.” The report was attributed to
“U.S. inteligence officials.”

In the 1954-55 Geneva Convention — the
first international conference in which the
People’s Republic of China participated —
the Chinese used 76 American captives,
most of them civilians, as bargaining chips.
Eleven were U.S. airmen whose B-29
bomber had been shot down near the Chi-
nese-Korean border. (All but 13 of the
Americans had been released by 1957, but
the last was not freed until after President
Nixon's 1972 visit to China.)

As the U.S. coordinator at Geneva, John-
son tried to get his Chinese counterpart to
talk about the POW issue. But the Chinese
ambassador routinely insisted that was a
matter for the Military Armistice Commis-
sion at Panmunjom.

Johnson’s memoir acknowledges that he
then doubted any of the missing American
POWs had survived: “We took the position
that...the Communist side was obligated
to account for all Allied personnel who fell
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into their hands, either as prisoners or de-
ceased. Thus if a missing man had not
been returned from POW camp or de-
clared dead by the other side, we assumed
he was still alive and being held prisoner.

“This was a reasonable enough negotiat-
ing ploy, but considering the nature of the
terrain where much of the fighting was
carried on and the casual attitude of the
Communists toward accounting even for
their own casualties, we had little or no
expectation that any of the [missing Ameri-
cans] were in fact alive. It was cruel to
mislead the families into thinking that
they might be by raising the subject ....In
any case, doing so gave us no effective bar-
gaining leverage.”

America Forgets

Apparently, this eventually became the
prevailing official attitude in Washington
— despite occasional blustering by federal
officials — for a quarter-century.

America’s costly involvement in the Ko-
rean War (more than 54,000 deaths and $18
billion spent in three years), so soon after
World War II, never had been fully under-
stood or supported by the public and many
political leaders. They had been shocked
by the U.N.'s bloody 1950 retreat from
northern Korea and President Truman'’s
subsequent dismissal of Gen. Douglas Mac-
Arthur as commander of U.N. forces. Pub-
lic patience was strained further by two
vears of truce talks while, in the back-
ground, bodies piled up in seesaw battles
over barren hills.

Congress held hearings and adopted a
resolution demanding that the Eisenhower
administration make the return of Ameri-
can POWs “the foremost objective of the
foreign policy of the United States.”

Nevertheless, the Communists remained
unmoved.

Rep. John Vorys of Ohio expressed the
nation’s frustration in a 1957 hearing by
the House Foreign Affairs Committee: “We
have an embargo on Red China. We have
been successful in keeping them out of the
United Nations. The pressures short of
military force seem to me to be about all
the pressures that we could use.” Yet even
those limited actions, he noted, were
“highly criticized by many of our own peo-
ple. They want us to quit.”

As time went by, the mystery of the lost
prisoners was all but forgotten by official
Washington, by the press, by the public.
Histories of the war barely mention the is-
sue. For example, in “Korea: The Untold
Story of the War,” published in 1982, au-
thor Joseph C. Goulden concludes: “Only
one portion of the armistice agreement
was fulfilled, that of the disposition of
POWs.”

Through the years, then, intermittent re-
ports of Americans seen in Communist
custody were filed away or ignored.

To this day, Air Force Col. (Ret.) Delk
Simpson doesn’t know whatever happened
to a “top-secret” report he said he cabled
to the Pentagon in 1955, when he was an
air attache in Hong Kong. It was about a
Polish emigre who told him he had seen
about 700 military prisoners, many of them
black, getting off a train en route from Chi-
na to Siberia. The Pole, who was emigrat-
ing to Australia, thought the soldiers were
Americans, and Simpson believed him.

Last year, Simpson told Pentagon intelli-
gence officers that he promptly reported
the interrogation of the Pole in a cable to
the Pentagon, but had been unable to
learn what, if anything, resuilted. The Pen-
tagon says it has been investigating the
matter -— but frankly doesn’t have much
hope of tracking down a nameless Pole
who left China 31 years ago.



KOREAN WAR’S POW MYSTERY

OU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

In this Chinese propaganda photo of
prisoners watching an athietic contest
at POW Camp 5, in North Korea,
Robert Dumas belleves the man cir-
cled in white is his brother Roger.

One Man’s Crusade
To Find His Brother

(This is the second part of a series explor-
ing the mystery surrounding the fate of 389
American prisoners of war for whom the
Communists have never accounted since the
Korean War.)

By DANIEL GREENE
Times Staff Writer

From the official record and dimming
family recollections, little can be learned
that distinguishes Roger Dumas from
many other American POWs who never re-
appeared after the Korean War.

Like thousands of others who came of
age in America’s first hot war against Com-
munist aggression, Dumas was an affable
but unremarkable young man who joined
the Army after quitting high school and
working for a while in low-paying factory
jobs.

Fuzzy, 36-year-old snapshots show a
slender soldier in rumpled khakis, with a
widow’s peak above a bland, hairless face:
The kind of nondescript visage that haunts
pictorial histories of America’s wars —
and photo albums of families that provided
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the citizen-soldiers, typically too young to
vote, who fought them.

It’s the face of GI Joe’s kid brother — too
young for World War II, old enough for
Korea.

But for reasons beyond his control, Du-
mas was destined to become more than
just a face in the crowd and another name
on a list Dead or alive, he has come to
personify the mystery that envelopes the
fate of 389 Americans who were known to
be in Communist captivity but were not re-
leased when all POWs were supposed to
be repatriated in 1953.

Over the years, the Dumas case has
evoked several official investigations, an
unprecedented court trial, and a quixotic
one-man crusade bent on resolving the fate
of captured U.S. warriors who vanished a
generation ago.

The crusader and perpetuator of the
mystery: Dumas’ brother Robert, a tena-
cious, 56-year-old Connecticut Yankee who
has been goading, nagging, and tormenting
Washington officials since Eisenhower was
president.

Washington officialdom continues to cov-
er up the truth about unaccounted-for

POWs, Bob Dumas says, because it fears
the political fallout that would result from
admitting that previous administrations
knowingly left hundreds of U.S. service-
men, alive but helpless, in North Korea.

Government officials have vigorously de-
nied such accusations. They point out that
many people, civilians and combatants
alike, vanish without a trace in the devas-
tating chaos of every war.

The Defense Department acknowledges
that postwar accountings did not resolve
the fate of 8,177 Americans lost in Korea
and 2,430 missing in Southeast Asia. In all
likelihood, most were battlefield casualties
whose remains were never identified or
found.

But in Korea, the United Nations Com-
mand accumulated substantial evidence
that at least 2,233 U.N. personnel for whom
the Communists never accounted — in-
cluding 389 Americans — were in enemy
hands before the armistice.

DoD periodically insists that it has no
evidence verifying the survival of any
American still listed as “prisoner of war”
or “missing in action” in Korea, Indochina,
or anywhere else.

In particular, according to the Army,
Roger Dumas was either killed when Com-
munist forces overran his infantry battal-
ion in November 1850, or died some time
later in captivity.

Yet Bob Dumas is convinced that his
brother not only was a POW when the war
ended, but remains a captive to this day in
North Korea, China or the Soviet Union. If
50, Roger was 54 last July.

Moreover, Dumas and others believe,
countless Americans who have disap-
peared since World War Il are being held,
in violation of international law and trea-
ties, in Communist prisons or “slave labor
camps.”

Dumas, a retired Connecticut state em-
ployee, has been trying to prove this for
more than three decades. Most of that
time, nobody paid much attention to him.

Finally, he took the government to court
In a 1982 suit, he charged that the presi-
dent and other high officials violated his
brother's constitutional rights by not liber-
ating him and other captives, and by refus-
ing to classify them POW rather than MIA.

Since then, the singlehanded crusader
for forgotten POWs has not feit so lonely.

Publicity over his suit elicited an invita-
tion for Dumas to appear on “The Dona-
hue Show.” And that prompted letters and
calls from everywhere — from vets who
just wanted to help, from charlatans
scheming to exploit the issue, from myste-
rious strangers with murky tales of top-lev-
el cover-ups and secret POW rescue
missions.

More recently, the POW-MIA movement
that evolved in the aftermath of the Viet-
nam War has inspired older veterans’
groups to revive the long-dormant question
of whether any POWs of earlier wars re-
main in captivity. A leading force in the re-
vival is the Chosin Few, an organization of
veterans who fought at the Chosin Reser-
voir, near the Korea-Manchuria border.

Vietnam’s agreement last winter — more
than a decade after the fall of Saigon — to
cooperate in joint efforts to find remains
of U.S. casualties has fueled hope for a
similar breakthrough in Korea.

“For over 30 years, the North Koreans
have absolutely stonewalled our requests,
through the Military Armistice Commis-



SPECIAL REPORT

125 miles south of the Manchurian border.

Years later, Bob Dumas recalled what
his brother wrote: “Roger told us that they
were camped in an apple orchard after
crossing a river or stream, trying to dry out
in freezing temperatures. . ..[He] said the
temperature was 30 degrees below zero
and that none of the men had gloves or
lined boots. Their water-cooled machine
guns were freezing.”

Dumas was a member of Charlie Compa-
ny, 1st Battalion, 19th Infantry Regiment,
24th Infantry Division, which had spent
the past four months fighting its way from
one end of the peninsula to the other. On
Nov. 1, elements of the 24th Division had
advanced to within 18 miles of the Yalu,
but had withdrawn to the Chongchon Riv-
er, not far from Anju, after a series of fero-
cious counterattacks stalled MacArthur’s
northward thrust.

Reports of these sporadic battles in Ko-
rea's rugged northern reaches worried
U.N. commanders for another reason: The
enemy included Chinese troops, many
wearing North Korean uniforms.

On Nov. 4 — the day after Dumas wrote
his last letter — the 1st Battalion’s tenuous
beachhead on the northern bank of the
Chongchon was overrun by Chinese forces.
When the battalion regrouped three days
later, 197 soldiers — nearly 30 percent of
its strength — were missing One was Rog-
er Dumas,

That hellish November, which culminat-
ed in the overwhelming Chinese offensive
that drove MacArthur’s army out of North
Korea before Christmas, countless soldiers
vanished without a trace. Many were
blown into pieces too small to identify.
Some were captured, summarily executed,
and buried in unmarked mass graves. Oth-
ers died of exposure, hunger, wounds, or
brutality on forced marches to northermn
POW camps. Hundreds who survived the
marches never came back.

(Most atrocities in the first few months of
the war were committed by North Korean
troops, who routinely shot prisoners they
didn’t want to bother with. In contrast, the
Chinese often released wounded prison-
ers, exhorting them to spread the word
about their “humane treatment.” And, as a

general rule, those they held captive were
subjected to relentless indoctrination —
“brainwashing” — rather than physical
torture.)

What happened to Roger Dumas? The
Army simply did not know. It found no
physical evidence of his fate or where-
abouts; nor did anybody report seeing him
killed or captured.

At the Dumas home that year, Thanks-
giving was a somber occasion. By then, Bob
had joined the Army, too, and was away in
training camp. And on Nov. 28, an Army of-
ficer delivered a telegram saying Roger
was “missing in action.”

When Bob left for Korea in March 1951,
he didn't tell his mother where he was go-
ing. He sent her mail through a friend in
Austria, he says, so she wouldn't worry
about losing another son in combat. (Of
four Dumas brothers who served in Korea,
Roger was the only one who didn't come
back)

Bob Dumas, an artillery man, went to
Korea hoping to trace his younger brother.
In 20 months of combat, however, he found
nothing but a soldier here and there who
remembered Roger but had no idea what
happened to him.

In November 1951, a year after Roger
Dumas vanished, the Casualty Branch of
the Army Adjutant General’s Office re-
viewed the record of his disappearance, as
required by the Missing Person’s Act. Con-
sequently, Mr. and Mrs. Dumas were noti-
fied that their son was still classified MIA
because he “could be reasonably pre-
sumed to be alive.”

The War Ends

By the time Bob returned from Korea in
November 1952 — minus a finger lost in a
loading accident — his parents had re-
ceived no further information concerning
their last son.

After two years of seesaw battles over
war-ravaged hills just north of the 38th
parallel, both sides had been trying to find
a way to end the aimless warfare. Yet
truce talks, commenced in July 1951, had
been stymied by the Communists’ refusal
to accept a U.N. demand that POWs not be
repatriated against their will. Not until
June 1953 did they grudgingly concede to

this condition.

Under terms of the armistice, then, the
Communists turned over 12,773 U.N. cap-
tives, including 3,597 Americans. One Brit-
ish and 21 U.S. defectors chose to stay in
China.

The U.N. Command returned 75,823
North Koreans and Chinese. But before
and after the ceasefire, nearly 49,000 re-
fused to return to their homelands.

The numbers added up to the Commu-
nists’ final defeat of the inconclusive war.
And that widely publicized humiliation,
many believe, was the main reason several
hundred American POWs never came
back

After questioning all returning POWs,
military authorities figured that 3,404 U.N.
personnel known to have been in Commu-
nist custody, including 944 Americans, had
not been accounted for.

In September, several weeks after the
ceasefire, the Dumas family received an-
other message from the Pentagon. At last,
it brought a gleam of hope.

Roger Dumas, the telegram said, “is one
of the 944 men who, there is reason to be-
lieve, were at one time in Communist cus-
tody and for whom no accounting has been
made. This list has been presented to the
Communists with an urgent request for
such an accounting All possible efforts are
being made to obtain information regard-
ing Corporal Dumas.” (Promotions were
routinely issued, in due time, to missing
servicemen not presumed dead, including
PFC Dumas.)

Julia and Joseph Dumas never knew
how DoD obtained this information or
what it really meant. Bob Dumas did not
find out until 24 years later.

“What they didn't tell us then is that
they, in fact, had information about Rog-
er,” Dumas told a Norwich Bulletin report-
er. “Hidden in that cold, legalistic jargon
is the truth: ‘We have talked to prisoners
who ‘say they remember Roger in [POW]
Camp 5.

But the hope aroused by the postwar
telegram was dashed five months later by
another official notification from Washing-
ton. This one, from the Army's Adjutant
General, said that in the absence of “infor-
mation to support a continued presump-
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tion of survival,” a “presumptive finding of
death” was being recorded for Cpl. Dumas.

“The finding does not establish an actual
or probable date of death,” the letter ex-
plained. “However, as required by law, it
includes a presumptive date of death [Feb.
26, 1954] for the termination of pay and al-
lowances, settlement of accounts, and pay-
ment of death gratuities.”

In 1955, the Army Quartermaster Gener-
al’'s Memorial Division convened a board
of officers to review all available evidence
pertaining to unresolved war casualties.
The review included results of efforts by
Graves Registration teams to fihd and re-
cover U.N. remains.

(These searches were severely limited.
Searching within the demilitarized zone —
a 2v-mile-wide buffer established between
North and South Korea — was limited to
45 days. U.S. search teams were not al-
lowed inside North Korea at all. But the
Communists agreed to conduct their own
search, and eventually handed over the re-
mains of about 4,000 Allied casualties.)

According to the review board, not all
Americans “interred” in North Korea were
returned, and “a number” of recovered re-
mains could not be identified: “A wide dis-
parity exists between the number of un-
identified remains and the number of
unaccounted for casualties.”

The review board also found that many
U.S. servicemen still listed MIA in South
Korea “were actually captured and trans-
ported to North Korea, where they subse-
quently died. However, specific informa-
tion is lacking as to the number, identity,
or circumstances surrounding their
disappearance.”

In light of all this, the board concluded
in its January 1956 report to the Dumas
family, Roger’s ‘‘remains are
nonrecoverable.”

With that, the case was officially closed.

But Robert Dumas didn’t believe any of
it.

“How could 9,000 guys just disappear in
a place the size of Rhode Island and Con-
necticut?” he wondered. “I wanted to find
out.”

The Silent Generation

Discharged in July 1952, Dumas worked
in Connecticut factories for a few years,
then got a job on the state’s roadway main-
tenance crew. He settled down in the
Plainfield area — where he had grown up
— married, and eventually fathered five
children.

In 1959, four years after her husband’s
death, Julia Dumas died. On her deathbed,
she sometimes mistook Bob for Roger. And
at the end, Bob recalls, he promised her
that he would never stop searching until
he found out what happpened to her youn-
gest child.

The vow would become an obsession.

Dumas already was collecting informa-
tion about the war and its aftermath and
writing letters about his lost brother to the
Pentagon, Congress, and everybody he
thought might be of help. Over the years,
the phone and letter campaign continued;
and the accumulation of research, corre-
spondence, and data in the small Dumas

A group of American officers
captured during the Korean War
march under guard In this 1951
Chinese propaganda photo.
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Divided Peninsula of a Forgotten War

A ding to repatriated POWs who were held at Camp 5, located at Pyok-
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sion, for an accounting,” said an official in
the State Department’s Korean Affairs Of-
fice. “Now, they have seen how the Viet-
namese have used the issue, and they
would like to use it the same way — as le-
verage to establish direct contact with the
United States.”

North Korea wants tripartite talks with
the United States and South Korea to ne-
gotiate a peace treaty to replace the armi-
stice that has existed since the 1953 cease-
fire, according to the State Department
official. Predictably, the Communists
would insist that a peace treaty require
the withdrawal of U.S. troops from the

south.

Officially, the United States maintains
that the armistice agreement prohibits
such direct negotiations. Unresolved is-
sues are supposed to be handled by the
Military Armistice Commission, whose UN
component represents South Korea and 16
nations that came to its defense.

But for a year or so, there have been in-
dications that the mutual intransigence
perpetuating the enmity between North
Korea and the United States since the ad-
vent of the Cold War might be softening.
Coincidentally, the catalyst of this hopeful

Map by Margaret King

trend is the haunting question of what hap-
pened to the captured Americans who nev-
er came home.

The question Bob Dumas never stopped
asking.
A Brother Goes to War

Four of her six sons had joined the
Army, so Julia Dumas was not surprised
when her youngest, 16-year-old Roger,
asked for written permission to enlist in
the National Guard. Reluctantly, she
signed for him, and did the same when he
decided to join the regular Army in Janu-
ary 1949, six months before his 18th
birthday.

For high-school dropouts working long
hours for little pay in the mill towns of
eastern Connecticut, military service of-
fered an exciting alternative.

The six Dumas boys and their sister
grew up in Plainfield, where the family
lived in duplex housing owned by Lawton
Mills, which had employed both parents
since their immigration from Canada many
years before. The youngest two, Robert
and Roger, were especially close.

“We did everything together,” remi-
nisces Bob Dumas, who was born 14
months before Roger. “I was his protector.

If he wasn’t in the house by 6 o'clock, I had
to go find him.”

But when Roger and a boyhood buddy
joined the Army, Bob decided to stay home
for a while longer.

Her sons told Mrs. Dumas not to worry
about Roger. After all, the United States
was not at war. And what the press called
“the Cold War” seemed too remote and ab-
stract to worty about.

Most Americans probably were unaware
that, eight months earlier, an election had
been held in a faraway land their history
classes had all but ignored. As a resuit of
the election — supervised by the 3-year-old
United Nations — the Republic of Korea
was established in the southern half of the
Korean Peninsula, which had been liberat-
ed from Japanese rule by U.S. and Soviet
forces in 1945.

The Soviet Union refused to permit elec-
tions in the northern half, which it con-
trolled after World War 11, and proclaimed
it the People’s Democratic Republic of
Korea.

Both of these new governments claimed
to rule all of Korea.

Meanwhile, beyond the northernmost
Korean border, Chinese Communists were
driving Chiang Kai-shek’s Nationalist
forces out of the most populous country in
the world. And in 1950, a formal alliance
was established between the two largest
Communist nations, China and the Soviet
Union.

On June 25 of that year, the North Kore-
an People's Army crossed the 38th paral-
lel, the demarcation line dividing the Ko-
rean Peninsula, and swept southward.

The U.N. Security Council quickly adopt-
ed a resolution demanding the immediate
withdrawal of the invading force. (The So-
viet delegate, who certainly would have ve-
toed the measure, was then boycotting the
council in protest of the refusal to admit
mainland China.) When this was ignored,
subsequent U.N. resolutions recommended
that member states provide military forces,
under U.S. command, for the defense of
South Korea.
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By July 2, a hastily formed task force of
the U.S. 24th Infantry Division had flown
from Japan to Pusan, at the southeastern
end of Korea, and was moving northward
to meet the onrushing invasion force.

Later that month — 17 months after he
joined the peacetime Army — PFC Roger
Dumas found himself among the first U.S.
forces sent to war against communism.

Most of the U.S. troops were grees, inad-
equately trained, poorly equipped, desper-
ately outnumbered, and largely outfought
as the North Koreans pushed them back
toward Pusan. But on Sept 15, a U.S. force
made a remarkable amphibious landing at
Inchon, not far from Seoul, South Korea's
captured capital.

That turned the tide. By the engd of the
month, U.N. troops had driven the Commu-
nists out of Seoul, hooked up with Allied
forces that had broken out of the besieged
Pusan area, and were routing what was
left of the decimated invasion force.

After North Korea rejected a surrender
ultimatum by Gen. Douglas MacArthur, the
U.N. commander ordered his army to cross
the 38th parallel on Oct. 8 and press on to
the Yalu River, on the northern frontier.
MacArthur’s high-stakes, high-risk objec-
tive: destruction of the Communist regime
in North Korea and reunification of the
peninsula.

North Korea’s giant allies to the north,
however, had no intention of letting that
happen. So across the Yalu, a mighty Chi-
nese army was massing along the border.
And by mid-October, Chinese troops were
stealthily crossing the Yalu — moving by
night, hiding by day in the hills and gorges
of northern Korea.

On Oct 15, MacArthur personally as-
sured President Truman that China would
not intervene and the war would be over
by Thanksgiving.

Missing in Action
The last letter his family received from

Roger Dumas was written nearly three
weeks later, someplace northeast of Anju,



home grew into an awesome paper monu-
ment to filial devotion.

Not many countrymen, however, shared
his obsession.

Eloquently irate congressmen held hear-
ings on the POW issue. of course, and
adopted a resolution urging the Eisenhow-

er administration to make the return of

American POWs “the foremost objective of
the foreign policy of the United States.”

But in Washington, a city of revolving
doors, administrations change every few
years, agendas and public issues even
more frequently. Inevitably, then, as publie
pressure waned, champions of the missing
turned to more popular concerns.

So did the public. The children and
younger siblings of the generation that had
won World War II became the “silent gen-
eration” after their own disillusioning war,
and Korea was soon a fading bad memory.
Indeed. in the Eisenhower Years, reports
of UFO sightings were likely to be taken
more seriously than a recalcitrant veter-
an's monotonous grumblings about “aban-
doned POWs"” and “government cover-
ups.

Meanwhile, far away, the Military Armi-
stice Commission established at Panmun-
jom to maintain the Korean truce contin-
ued to haggle over disputes all but
forgotten in America. The Communist side
adamantly denied knowing anything about
hundreds of unrepatriated POWs.

Eventually. as more evidence and re-
mains were found, the list of missing
American ‘POWs was reduced from 944 to
389.

But year after year, the classification of
Cpl. Dumas remained unchanged: “MIA-
Presurned Dead.”

Eyewitnesses Remember

The Vietnam War relegated the “silent
generation" to oblivion.

After two frustrating wars the United
States neither (militarily) won nor lost; af-
ter an era of turbulent antigovernment ac-
tivism: after Watergate and the Nixon ad-
ministration’s downfall, the “Baby Boom”
generation, born after World War I, was
far more skeptical of the federal govern-
ment than its elders had been.

Having come of age in the contentious
'60s, many members of this generation re-
acted characteristically to the govern-
ment's failure to resolve the fate of Ameri-
cans missing in Indochina: Families and
friends of the missing formed organiza-
tions to generate public interest and pres-
sure. And eventually they grew into the na-
tionwide “Forget Me Not” movement.

Though rent by factionalism — the most
aggressive splinter group came to be
known as “the Rambo Faction” — it was a
movement no politician could ignore. Ac-
tivists ground out letters and newsletters;
distributed POW-MIA flags, decals, and
bumper stickers; made speeches, and
packed congressional hearings.

Yet in rural Canterbury, Conn., Robert
Dumas was still waging a one-man crusade
for POWs of a forgotten war when, in 1973,
he was critically injured on the job. He re-
tired with a disability pension, and there-
after devoted most of his time to the cause.

The first big break in 24 years came in
the fall of 1977, while he was convalescing
from an operation. In response to a letter
another brother had written the president,
the Department of the Army sent him
copies of the Dumas record. One document

was a startling revelation.

It is a typed sheet, dated April 29, 1957,
summarizing what was then known about
the case. Following several lines of bio-
graphical data is this statement: “Cecil V.
Preston, after his repatriation on 24 April
1953, stated that a Private Dumas was
alive, but in poor physical condition in
Camp #5."

The next paragraph says: “Several other
statements have been received from repa-
triated POWs that Private Dumas was cap-
tured and held in Camp #5, at Pyoktong,
North Korea. These statements are not in
agreement as to the date on which Private
Dumas is supposed to have died, but are
agreed that he was held in Camp #5. Since
only one man by the name of Dumas was
reported MIA in Korea, there appears to
be little chance for a mistake in
identification.”

Below the subhead “3 Enclosures” are
these names: Bobby L. Caruth, George W.
Rogers and Paul B. Worley.

Reading the 20-year-old document
aroused mixed emotions. On the one hand,
it was the first verification that other
Americans had seen Roger Dumas in cap-
tivity. On the other hand, it was tangible
proof of a suspicion Bob Dumas had long
harbored — that the Pentagon had with-
held vital information supporting the fam-
ily's prolonged efforts to prove Dumas was
not dead.

It also clarified the never-explained tele-
gram of September 1953 raising the possi-
bility that Dumas might be one of the pris-
oners for whom the Commuaists had not
accounted.

Several weeks later, Dumas obtained a
copy of the list of missing POWs to which
the postwar telegram alluded. One of the
names was Roger A. Dumas.

To many Capitol Hill and Pentagon offi-
cials, Bob Dumas had long been a zealous
nuisance. Now he was a bulldog.

He asked Rep. Christopher Dodd, D-
Conn., for help in tracking down the for-
mer POWs named in the 1957 summary
sheet. In 1978, the congressman’'s staff
found Cecil “Sonny” Preston in Seattle.

Photo by Ty Harrington
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Robert Dumas, top photo, holds a 1950 picture of his broth-
er Roger, above, who never was repatriated by the Commu-
nists after the Korean War. The Dumas brothers, at ages 12

and 11, pose for the camera in a 1942 picture, left.



After sending him a photo of Roger, Du-
mas received a phone call from Preston,
who confirmed that he had known his
brother in Camp 5, near the Manchurian
border. According to Dumas, Preston was
shocked to learn that Roger had not come
back with the others.

In a subsequent letter to Dumas, Preston
said that the last time he saw him, Roger
asked him to let people know that he and
others were still alive.

(Postwar debriefing records indicate that
Preston then made only vague remarks
about a POW he knew simply as “Dumas,”
and described him inaccurately.)

Preston told Dumas he had met a man at
a veterans’ meeting who said he, too, had
known Roger at Camp 5. The man then
phoned Dumas, introduced himself as Wal-
ter Embom, and proceeded to relate an in-
credible tale.

After spending the war in POW camps, in-
cluding Camp 35, he got out of the Army,
Jjoined the Air Force, and wound up back in
Korea. There, as part of a U.S. patrol in the
DMZ, he was captured again in 1956, and
spent another year at Camp 5. About 40
Americans were still there. One was Roger
Dumas — physically fit but mentally ill.

In response to interrogatories from
Dodd’s staff, Embom told the same story
with some variations.

According to the federal attorney who
later defended the Army against Dumas’
suit, however, Embom was a member of
the National Guard in Washington state
during the war, and did not report for ac-
tive duty until June 1955. The government
denies he was ever a POW.

Still, Bob Dumas is more inclined to be-
lieve Embom than the government.

“I don't trust them,” he says. “In trying
to find my brother, I've lost some of my
patriotism.”

In April 1978, Dumas also received a let-
ter from George Rogers, whose name ap-
pears on the 1957 summary sheet, too. Rog-
ers said he remembered a POW named
Dumas, but could not recail what he
looked like.

Preston sent Rogers a copy of a propa-
ganda photo taken at Camp 5, apparently
showing Dumas and himself with other
prisoners. When he saw the picture, Rog-
ers later testified, memory “flooded back,”
and he suddenly recalled both men vividly.

In 1980, Sonny Preston was accidentally
killed.

The Trial

In 1979, Dumas filed an application to
change the official status of his brother
from “MIA/Presumed Dead” to “POW.” A
year later, the Army Board for Correction
of Military Records (ABCMR) denied the
application.

The board concluded that former POWs
who mentioned Dumas in postwar debrief-
ings were referring to a repatriated Ameri-
can prisoner named Donald Dumas. “It ap-
pears that only a Donald Dumas, not Roger
Dumas, is known to have been a’prisoner
of war in Korea,” the board declared.

(Actually, this returned POW was Donald
J. Deumas, who had been captured two
days before Roger Dumas disappeared.
Deumas, six years oider than Dumas and
much heavier, told investigators that he
had no recollection of Sonny Preston,
George Rogers or Roger Dumas.)

The ABCMR added: “No prisoners of
war taken during the Korean Conflict are
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Two soldiers from the 1st Cavalry Division, captured during the Korean War, i
register with a Chinese officer at a POW camp in this 1951 propaganda picture from the China Photo Service.

known to be currently held against their
will.”

Later that year, an investigation of the
Dumas case for the House Armed Services
Committee agreed with the ABCMR.

A more extensive DoD investigation re-
sulted in a 1982 report concluding that the
expanding record did not prove Cpl. Du-
mas was ever a POW — but that the
ABCMR should reconsider the case

anyway.

Ultimately, in 1882, Dumas filed suit,
charging that the president, Pentagon offi-
cials and others had deprived his brother
and other POWs of their constitutional
rights. A federal judge dismissed all defen-
dants except the Secretary of the Army,
and limited the scope of the suit.

After several requests for a rehearing
were rebuffed by the ABCMR, a three-day
trial was held in Hartford. And finally, a
third of a century later, two middle-aged
Army veterans graphically refuted what
the government had long maintained —
that Roger Dumas had never been a POW.

In a deposition, George Rogers testified
that he first met Dumas at one of the Chi-
nese indoctrination lectures Camp 5 pris-
oners had to routinely attend, and subse-
quently saw him playing volleyball or
basketball. He was asked if he could iden-
tify two photographs — one of Roger Du-
mas, one of Donald Deumas. He identified
the picture of Dumas as the POW he re-
membered from Camp 5.

The most vividly moving testimony was
given by Lloyd Pate, who retired as an
Army first sergeant in 1973. The coauthor
of “Reactionary,” a book about his ordeal
as a POW, Pate recalled ministering to a
skinny young man with a festering wound
in his left side in the frigid winter of 1950:

“The wound had already turned black,
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and was beginning to rot. ... I remembered
some of the old home remedies that we
used down in South Carolina and Geor-
gia....1 went to the latrine and scooped
out a handful of feces with maggots, and 1
placed [the maggots] in the boy's side. I
took a rag and tied it up as best as I could.
I felt that I couldn’t hurt him, because he
was almost dead then.”

Months later, when the ice melted, the
guards let prisoners spend time on the
riverbank.

“One day, I was down there swimming
and washing clothes and killing lice, and
this boy walked up to me and said, ‘I think
I owe you a heck of a lot. . .. I think you are
the man who saved my life.””

He pulled up his shirt to display the scar
of a wound where maggots had eaten away
rotten flesh several months before. Printed
on his shirt was a name: “DUMAS.”

Pate’s description of the young man
named Dumas, whom he met several times
thereafter, bore no resemblance to Donald
Deumas.

A few weeks after the trial, the judge
contradicted the conclusions of all the gov-
ernment investigations, and ordered the
Army to reconsider the Dumas case.

The testimony of Pate and Rogers, he
concluded, “establishes Roger Dumas as
an individual distinct from Donald Deu-
mas, and in Camp 5, North Korea, at least
during part of the year 1951. Such testimo-
ny, not contradicted by evidentiary facts to
the contrary, presents sufficient relevant
evidence to make out a prima facie case of
probable material error or injustice in the
reclassification of Roger Dumas as Missing
in Action, rather than as a Prisoner of
War.”

A year later, Dumas received a two-para-
graph letter from a colonel in the Army

Adjutant General’s office. It began: “The
Army Board for Correction of Military Re-
cords has asked me to inform you that your
late brother’s records have been corrected
in accordance with their findings.” For
some reason, the letter did not say that the
Army had at last done what the Dumas
family had wanted it to do since Dwight Ei-
senhower was in the White House: reclas-
sify Roger Dumas POW.

But what, besides a different label, had
been accomplished?

e The pretrial discovery process un-
earthed evidence that the Army had long
harbored reports by repatriated prisoners
indicating that many Americans presumed
dead were last seen in POW camps.

e Maps of POW camps and burial sites,
introduced as evidence, have been pre-
sented to the Communists at Panmunjom
to support recent U.N. requests that they
locate and return Allied remains.

e The case inspired other Korean War
veterans to revive the mystery of their for-
gotten comrades.

e Although the Army still “presumes”
Cpl. Dumas is dead, Bob Dumas argues
that, like an unsolved murder mystery, the
case of a POW who was alive when last
seen cannot be officially closed until it is
resolved one way or another.

“If a guy's a POW, the government can't
just write him off,” he says. “They can’t
close the case because there's always the
possibility that he’s still alive somewhere.”

And sooner or later, Dumas predicts, the
government will have to find and free the
prisoners left behind.



SPECIAL REPORT

KOREAN WAR’S POW MYSTERY
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" YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN

More than three decades ago, the
Korean War truce talks started in a
cluster of tents at Panmunjom,
shown above in a photograph tak-
en in March 1952. Since then,
North Korean-Chinese adamancy
on the prisoner-of-war question
never varied until last year.
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Hope Grows for Answer
To Decades-Old Question

This story is the third in a three-part series
by Army Times staff writer Dantel Greene
exploring the mystery surrounding the fate
of 389 American prisomers of war for whom
the Communists have never accounted since
the Korean War.

For more than three decades, in a grim
Korean village of hair-trigger tension,
stone-faced North Korean officers glow-
ered, grumbled, and rebuffed demands
that they account for thousands of United
Nations troops who vanished in the chaos
of a long-ago war.

In years of often strident, usually tedious
meetings of the Military Armistice Com-
mission at Panmunjom, Communist offi-
cers stubbornly denied any knowledge of
missing U.N. personnel. Their response to
relentless demands by the United Nations
Command for information about the miss-
ing people was defiantly constant.

What happened to 8,177 missing Ameri-
cans for whom North Korea and the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China never accounted?
The Communists insisted they returned all
remains of war casualties they could find
in 1954.

What about 2,233 U.N. personnel, includ-
ing 389 Americans, who were known to
have been in North Korean POW camps
but never reappeared after the armistice?
All POWs were repatriated in 1953, accord-
ing to the Communists.

The North Korean-Chinese line never
varied — until last year.

Inconspicuously, sometime in the sum-
mer of 1985, North Korea’s official intran-
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sigence began to give a little. Unofficial
hints were conveyed that American bodies
might, after all, be found and returned.

Since then, a new generation of military
officers, politicians, and diplomats from
long-hostile societies has been engaging in
an undeclared process, gradual and tenta-
tive, that eventually could settle the last
festering issues of an unresolved war in-
herited from elders.

One catalyst in this hopeful trend: The
growing activism of Korean War veterans.

The War Dead

The truce agreement signed in July 1953
required the repatriation of all POWs who
wanted to return to their homelands and
of all casualty remains that could be found.
All willing prisoners were to have been re-
patriated by September 1953 in Operation
Big Switch.

Each side was permitted to conduct
search-and-recovery operations within the
Demilitarized Zone, separating North and
South Korea, for 45 days. Not until a year
after Big Switch, however, did the Military
Armistice Commission (MAC) work out an
agreement requiring each side to search
for and return remains found in its territo-
ry. Casualty search teams from one side
were not allowed to enter territory con-
trolled by the other.

The temporary provision enabling these
search-and-recovery operations — official-
ly entitled the “Understanding on Adminis-
trative Details for the Delivery and Recep-
tion of Bodies of Military Personnel of

Both Sides” — was dissolved in October
1954.

More than a year later, a U.S. Army
board of officers, convened to review all
unresolved cases, reported: “Although the
Communists turned over approximately
4,000 United Nations deceased personnel
[including 1,868 Americans], it is now
known that not all of the United States ser-
vicemen actually interred in North Korea
were returned....A wide disparity exists
between the number of unidentified re-
mains and the number of unaccounted-for
casualties.”

Through the ensuing years, the U.N.
Command regularly asked the Communist
component at Panmunjom for an account-
ing of missing U.N. personnel. But for rea-
sons now unclear, these perfunctory de-
mands did not include specific requests
that North Korea and China search for and
return remains of U.N. casualties.

Air Force Col. Howard Hill, principal
adviser on POW-MIA affairs in the Defense
Department, said the U.N. Command did
not start asking the Communists to return
remains until 1982.

“Prior to that, the agreement called for
repatriation of POWs and war dead,” he
said in a recent interview. “So there
should not have been a need for us to spe-
cifically ask for them.”

Coincidentally, in 1982 something else
happened that would have an impact on
the course of events subsequently begun at
Panmunjom: Robert Dumas — whose 33-
year crusade to prove his brother is still a
POW was chronicled in this series — filed
suit against the president, the secretary of
the Army, and other federal officials.

Dumas, one of four brothers who served
with the Army in the Korean War, charged
that the defendants had violated his youn-
gest brother’s constitutional rights by not
freeing him from Communist captivity af-
ter the ceasefire and by refusing to classify
him “prisoner of war” rather than “miss-
ing in action.”

A federal judge limited the scope of the
suit and dismissed all defendants but the
secretary of the Army. In a three-day trial
in Hartford, two Army veterans refuted the
Army’s 30-year position that Cpl. Roger
Dumas had been killed in action and never
captured. Each testified (one by deposi-
tion) that he had known Roger Dumas in
POW Camp 5, near the Manchurian border.

Consequently, the judge ordered the
Army to reinvestigate the Dumas case. In
1984, the Army Board for Correction of
Military Records changed the classifica-
tion of Roger Dumas from “MIA/Presumed
Dead” to “POW.” But the Army’s “pre-
sumptive finding of death,” recorded in
1954, stands.

Less than a year later, in the summer of
1985, a North Korean officer spoke unoffi-
cially with a U.S. major across the truce
line at Panmunjom. According to a News-
day reporter, the North Korean “suggested
something might be worked out on the
MIAs.”

The Veterans

Bob Dumas’ suit and trial, which publi-
cized the long campaign to prove his broth-
er is alive somewhere in Communist Asia,
revived the long-forgotten mystery sur-
rounding the fate of American prisoners
who never came home. And before long,



lh_e issue that Dumas singlehandedly kept
alive for a generation was becoming a
cause for Korean War veterans, many now
retired and nagged by guilt for having long
ignored the possible plight of the lost
prisoners.

Last year, another development encour-
aged the middle-aged veterans. A decade
after the fall of Saigon, Vietnam offered to
cooperate with the United States in efforts
to recover remains of Americans killed in
Indochina. This fueled hope for a similar
breakthrough in Korea.

Frank Kerr, cofounder of the Chosin
Few, an association of veterans who fought
at the Chosin Reservoir in 1950, was then
trying to promote the idea of a veterans’
reunion at the site of the epic battle, not
far from the Manchurian border. In a long
series of correspondence and phone con-
versations with foreign go-betweens, he
sought North Korean cooperation for the
venture. These contacts eventualiy led to a
private meeting with North Korean offi-
cials in a suite on the 32nd floor of a non-
descript Manhattan apartment building.
;yhere their government's U.N. contingent
ives.

In October 1985, Kerr described what
happened in a letter to Sen. William Co-
hen, R-Maine.

“The Democratic People’s Republic of
Korea will cooperate in returning the re-
mains of American missing in action of the
Korean War if the United States govern-
ment formally requests a search for and

recovery of those war dead,” he wrote.

Kim Yong Nam, North Korea’s vice pre-
mier and foreign-affairs minister, “is sin-
cere, charming, candid, athletically trim,
and has a good sense of humor,” Kerr said.
“For instance, when I said we understand
that some of the 389 American prisoners
who never returned from the war are now
living and working in China by their own
choice, he said they probably stayed be-
cause of the pretty girls. I agreed that Chi-
nese and Korean women are beautiful, a
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fact beyond dispute in any forum.”
Kerr, a burly former Marine sergeant,
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Frank Kerr (right), cofounder and president of the Chosin Few
assoclation, met privately with North Korean officials in an effort to
resolve the Issue of Americans missing In the Korean War. He Is
shown here with Thomas Gregory (right), chairman of the group's
MIA-POW committee. 17

said he was a political conservative and “a
diehard advocate — not an apologist — of
our country, so [ was mentally braced to
defend the U.S. and our role in the Korean
War, if necessary. But [Kim Yong Nam]
never made a derogatory remark about our
country. In fact, he said his government
looked forward to improving relations with
our government. . ..

“He said it was not the nature of his
country, nor would it serve any purpose, to
keep those remains ‘through eternity’ — as
he put it — and expressed his willingness
to cooperate toward their return.”

Asked if any American prisoners re-
mained in his country, the vice premier re-
plied with one word: “No.”

A month after the meeting, the senior
U.N. member of the Military Armistice
Commission wrote to his North Korean
counterpart, again urging his side to
search for remains of U.N. war casualties.

But the official U.S. position remained
unchanged: All unresolved issues of the
war must be handled by the Military Armi-
stice Commission, whose U.N. component
represents 16 nations that fought on the
side of South Korea. The United States
cannot, therefore, negotiate unilaterally
with North Korea.

North Korean officials in New York City
have met several times this year with Cho-
sin Few representatives and other Ameri-
can civilians. Last month, Bob Dumas and
two associates spent more than two hours
with some of them. If North Korea would
let him in, Dumas said, he would go with a
shovel to look for American bodies.

The Chosin Few, which has about 2,300
members, also has offered to mount a
search-and-recovery operation in North
Korea.

The Diplomats

Meanwhile, ambiguous diplomacy
drones on.
Last August, the U.N. Command gave the
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Air Force Maj. Gen. Felix M. Rog-
ers, chief U.N. spokesman, ad-
dresses the 310th session of the
Korean War armistice commission
in December 1970 (above). The
Korean War armistice was signed
in a bultding (left) erected by Com-
munist soldiers and workers for
that purpose In 1953.

Communists maps and charts showing the
location of 13 former POW camps ind a
POW hospital where prisoners were bur-
ied; a list of seven cemeteries reportedly
containing remains of 288 U.N. soldiers,
and a list of 291 air-crash sites.

In response, the Communists pointed out
that the old “understanding” authorizing
the postwar search-and-recovery opera-
tions had been dissolved by mutual agree-
ment in 1954. They cited the only para-
graph of the provision that was retained:
“In the event that either side discovers in
its territory bodies of military personnel
belonging to the other side after the termi-
nation of this Understanding, the delivery
and reception of such bodies shall be ar-
ranged through the Secretaries of both
sides of the Military Armistice
Commission.”

Thus, the Communists argued, remains
could be returned through the armistice
commission, but searching for and exhum-
ing remains “did not fall within the pur-
view of the function of the MAC.”

Is this a valid argument?

“The provision that requires them to re-
turn bodies through the MAC implies a le-
gal obligation to search for and disinter
those bodies,” said a State Department of-
ficial, who spoke on condition that he not
be identified. “That’s the official U.S. gov-
ernment position.”

He acknowledged that it is a tenuous
argument.

“However, this is not a matter of an ob-
jective judge making a decision,” he said.
“It's a matter of how much political pres-
sure is put on various parties. It's a politi-
cal decision, despite the fact that both
sides hide behind legal arguments.”

Is the U.S. government willing to seek a
resolution of the remains-recovery issue
outside the MAC, as North Korea has
proposed?

“It’s a possibility,” the State official said.
“All I can say is that we are looking at vari-
ous options, various middle grounds and
compromise possibilities.”



’ SPECIAL REPORT

North Koreans Seen Using MIA Issue as a Wedge

East Asian specialists in the office of the
Assistant Secretary of Defense for Interna-
tional Security Affairs recently met with
Army Times writer Daniel Greene to discuss
U.S. efforts to resolve the fate of Americons
unaccounted for after the Korean War. Air
Force Col. Howard Hill, the principal advis-
er on POW-MIA affairs, agreed to be named.
His responses are introduced by “A (1)”. The
other specialist quoted requested that he not
be named. His responses are indicated by “A

Q: There's a long history of POWs secret-
ly held for years by Communist nations.
Does our government have any evidence
that Americans captured in Korea still are
being held after all these years?

A (1): We don't have any evidence to sup-
port the belief that there are Americans
left behind, that they have been shipped to
other countries, or anything like that. . ..

This is unlike the Indochina situation,
where we have many unresolved first-
hand-sighting reports. We have what we

North

call discrepancy cases — instances where
men were captured, yet were not account-
ed for at the end of the [Korean} war. Nei-
ther they nor their remains were returned.

In Indochina, we've had sources, pre-
dominantly refugees, who have come out
with accounts in which they have de-
scribed seeing Americans, Caucasians,
sometimes in captive situations. We have
not had anything like this in Korea. ...

There are always going to be rumors.
We'll continue to check them out. There’ll
always be a lingering mythology on this
issue. ...

There may be some people who feel that
[talking about POW survivors] is a way of
stimulating interest in the issue. However,
I think that particular approach will do
nothing more than contrihute to the linger-
ing mythology surrounding the issue. And
it will actually become a source of disin-
formation, or misinformation, rather than
putting the issue in proper perspective.

Q: Hasn't Vietnam’s recent cooperation

in searching for US. remains revived in-
terest in the fate of missing Korean War
soldiers?

A (2): One difference between Korea and
Vietnam is that we have a mechanism for
dealing with North Korea on armistice vio-
lations and things of that sort. The U.N.
side has returned bodies found in the
south, through the Military Armistice Com-
mission, over the years. So we have always
had an established channel there, whereas
we didn't in Vietnam. . ..

In Vietnam, we have emphasized the re-
covery of American bodies. In Korea, 16
nations fought under the U.N. banner
Nine of those nations have missing men.
So any cemetery up north, or any site of a
major battle, is probably going to have
dead from South Korea, America, and
maybe even some of the smaller
nations. . ..

A (1): On Aug 19 [the Communist compo-
nent of the Military Armistice Commission]
was provided by our MAC with documenta-

tion on 13 POW camps, a POW hospital,
299 sites of crashes involving 301 men who
are unaccounted for, battle sites, and
known grave sites in the north.

Q: North Koreans have told the U.N. side
at Panmunjom and US. citizens who have
met with them in New York City that the
armistice agreement no longer has a provi-
sion authorizing searches for war casual-
ties. They say the Military Armistice Com-
mission has authority to receive remains
from either side, and to repatriate them,
but not to searcb for and dig up remains. Is
this a valid argument?

A (2 It's not correct. We have an estab-
lished mechanism to deal with that What
the North Koreans want is to deal directly
with the United States. And they are trying
to use this issue as a wedge in our rela-
tionship with South Korea. Our alliance
there is based on defending South Korea
against a threat from North Korea.

For humanitarian reasons, we certainly
want the return of our war dead. But we
can't let the North Koreans use that ratio-
nale to drive a wedge between us [and
South Korea]. That’s why we have said we
will deal with them through the United
Nations Comtmand. And we continue to try
to work out a system whereby we can work
with them for the return of our war dead.

Q: But what about the North Korean ar-
gument — that exhuming remains is no
longer a function of the Military Armistice
Commission and that, therefore, individual
nations have to deal with this issue outside
the MAC structure?

A (1): In Vietnam, we have a peace
agreement. In Korea, we don't. In essence,
we have a state of war, a ceasefire. And
this Military Armistice Commission is our
channel of communication between the
two sides...so0 we don't have a situation
where we or the South Koreans or any-
body else is off dealing with the North Ko-
reans, looking out after our own interests
and ignoring the others. I think we have an
obligation to the other countries.

A (2): In their last public announcement,

[the North Koreans at Panmunjom]} in ef-
fect said they had a humanitarian respon-
sibility to return beodies if found. They
claim they have no responsibility to hunt
for them. . ..

Both State and Defense are very anxious
to find a solution to this problem. We real-
ize the public position that this puts us in.
But there are people working the problem
very hard, very seriously trying to find a
solution by working through the United
Nations Command, trying to find a way to
bring these bodies home where we feel
they should be.

A (1): The North Koreans may tout hu-
manitarianism, but it’s interesting that
they refuse to deal within an established
channel. They refuse to deal with the na-
tions involved collectively. This smacks of
trying to exploit the issue, rather than try-
ing to resolve it.

Q: Obviously, North Korea is trying to
exploit the issue. Their leaders, like ours,
are politicians. And compromise is an inte-
gral part of polltics. So why don’t they sit
down and work out a mutually agreeable
system for recovering the remains of our
casualties?
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A (1): That simplistic solution sounds
good, sitting here in the United States. But
try to apply it to that region, and start
thinking through all the implications, and
it doesn’t work out that simply. There is a
larger context, and you can't just pull this
issue out and try to resolve it in isolation.

Q: Is it true that for 30 years or so, the
United States never specifically asked the
Commaunist side to return remains of our
casualties?

A (1): What we were seeking was an ac-
counting of the men who were known to
have been captive but were not accounted
for.... In 1982, we started specifically ask-
ing for the return of war dead. However,
prior to that, the agreement called for re-
patriation of POWs and war dead. So there
should not have been a need for us to spe-
cifically ask for them.

Q: Why didn’t we ask for the return of re-
mains before 19827

A (1): I have no idea. All I know is that it
started under this administration.

A (2): For 32 years, the North Koreans
wouldn’t even talk to us about this issue.
They said all war dead were returned.
Only recently have they appeared to have

some advantage in trying to deal with the
issue.... We had the first indication from
them in August 1985 that they were willing
to talk about this.

Q: Maybe this is simply another indica-
tion of changing times — another indica-
tion that North Korea wants better rela-
tions with the rest of the world? Shouldn’t
we encourage this trend?

A (2): Well, we are certainly trying But
you always have to be watching behind you
with countries like North Korea.

A (1): Their leaders didn’t just say one
day, “Let’s resolve this issue with the U.S.”
They're taking into account the fact that
their economic situation is deteriorating,
and they are disappointed that Seoul
[South Korea’s capital] was selected for
the [1988] Olympic Games. . ..

Americans tend to want quick solutions.
Unfortunately, in the world arena, espe-
cially that part of the world, quick solu-
tions don’t come easily. . . .

One of our objectives is easing tension
on the whole [Korean] peninsula. We've
been trying to promote north-south
dialogue.

“This has been a Christmas when everybody sent us grapefruit.”’



This one is an "Extra."”
please.

One of the accepted characteristics of
salespeople is self confidence. Anyone
unsure of himself is bound to lack the

Don't miss it,

bravado to take on sales resistance. Some-
times, however, he will overcome the
handicap with a miracle drug: booze.
Sidney was that sort of salesperson. He

propped up his confidence with a couple .of
drinks before a sales call. Once, after
making a successful sale, Sidney was
riding high. He was driving home when a
highway patrol car came up behind him,
flashed its red and blue lights, and
pulled him over.

"How do you feel, sir?" the police
officer asked politely.

"Terrific!" Sidney roared, "absoloosely
marveloosey!"

""Please step out of the car, sir,"
the cop requested. "I'd like you to
walk this white line at the edge of the
road."

Sidney was about to try to walk the
line when there was a screen of brakes and
a thunderous noise on the opposite side of
the highway.

Two cars had slammed into each other and
came to a halt.

"Wait here, please,’
"I'1ll be back shortly."

Either Sidney didn't hear, or the liquor
had shortened his attention span to about
a minute. In any event, he climbed into
the car and drove home.

He told his wife that if anyone came
asking for him, to say he had been home
with a bad cold. An hour later, a highway
patrolman was at the front door asking
for Sidney. The officer insisted on
seeing him.

Sidney came downstairs all bundled up
and sneezing into a box of tissues. The
officer asked to take a look at the car.

“"It's in the garage. Been there all
dayz“ Sidney said.

'Could we just look, please?"

Still confident, Sidney led the lawman
to the garage.

He opened the door and gasped in horror.
Inside was a sleek patrol car, its blue
and red lights still flashing.

said the officer.

WHAT’S BEEN HAPPENING

First Russian: 'What was the nationality
of Adam and Eve?"

Second Russian: "There's no doubt that
they were citizens of the Soviet Union.
They had nothing to wear and nothing
to eat but an apple =-- and they were
told they were living in Paradise."
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CROW’S
NEST

"Back messed up" is all we heard from
TOM TUCKER (C 2lst '50~'51) of 4754
Tweedy, South Gate CA. Tell us more

Tom Tucker.
Where all that
glitters is gold

If Cory needs $ to keep her P.I,
running, why not start with a garage sale
on Imelda's shoes?

BIG DEAL!

There are tall people, short people,
skinny people and fat people -- and all
of them would like to get their hands on
the manufacturer who claims that one size

fits all.

NGAINST

Aviation litigation? 1Is that what you
want -- or need. Try DON MCCABE (Hq. &
Hqg. Co. & B Co., Sth RCT 6/49-7/51). He's
with the firm of Nomberg, McCabe & Parkman,
at Daleville AL. Much aviation litigation
in Daleville, Don?

—N

This from EARL DOWNEY (21st '49-'51) of
2522 Via Astuto, Carlsbad, CA: ''Made LAX
and it was fun! Saw about 20 guys from
the old outfit. Every one a jewel!

"As I noted to BOB ENDER this outing
was the first in about 3 years., Wife,
Margaret, is a victem of Alzheimers
disease and requires all my time. But
it was a great outing and I'm sorry I
didn't make the other two days,

"Enjoy the leaf! Best regards, Earl."




SOCOM Chief Sees Military

WASHINGTON — Calling the
drug problem in the United States
a threat to national security, the
commander-in-chief of U.S. South-
ern Command says the military
should be used more in counter-
drug operations.

Gen. John R. Galvin told Army
Times, in a Sept. 29 interview at
the Pentagon, that the military has
already participated in several
anti-drug operations, including an
ongoing operation in Boliva.

The military, he said, should be
used even more providing “the re-
sources are available and the mili-
tary can still maintain its other re-
sponsibilities for the security of
the nation.”

He said the U.S. military was
used “successfully” last year to
smash a large drug operation in
the Carribean.

More than 1,000 people were ar-
rested and many aircraft and boats
were seized, he said.

Galvin said there are 150 sol-
diers and six Army aircraft in Bo-
livia right now helping to eradicate
“some of the cocaine production
areas, especially in the northern
and eastern parts of the country.”
The U.S. military will remain in
Bolivia at least through Nov. 15.

“We do not have any indication,
at this point, that the U.S. military
will be involved in any other coun-
try besides Bolivia in Latin Ameri-
can,” Galvin said.

“I think that the drug trafficking
situation in the U.S. right now rep-
resents [a]. .. threat to the country.
I think that when you have a threat
to the nation, it is logical to assume
that the military will somehow be
asked to respond to the threat. And
if we are ordered to help out, we
will certainly do it to the fullest ex-
tent of our capabilities.”

An edited version of the inter-
view with Galvin follows:

Q. Gen. Galvin, could we start off
by having you provide a short de-
scription of Southern Command’s
major components and areas of
responsibility?

A. Yes. Southern Command cov-
ers the land mass south of the
United States. There are 17 coun-
tries involved and it is the respon-
sibilty of Southern Command to
make the military contacts and
provide the security for the south
flank of the United States. South-
ern Command has about 10,000
troops located in Panama, 1,000 in
Honduras with the task force
there, and then it has a small mili-
tary group in each of 16 countries,
operating under the U.S. ambassa-
dor. That’s the basic mission with
the Army, Air Force, Navy and Ma-
rines trying to protect the south
flank of the U.S. Most of that mis-
sion is carried out by trying to en-
hance the stability of the area
working with the various host na-
tion military institutions.

U.S. Army Photo
Gen. JOHN R. GALVIN

Q. What kind of Army units do
you have in Panama?

A. Well, in Panama, we have 11
battalions, including the 193d In-
fantry Brigade. This is quite a mix
that we have, actually. We have an
airborne battalion, a light infantry
battalion, we have special forces,
we have engineers, artillery, signal,
medical and a variety of different
battalions. These units provide not
only security for the canal but
work with other nations in the
area, recognizing that the true se-
curity of the Panama Canal is
based on the overall stability of the
entire region.

Q. I notice that the 193d is com-
manded by a major general. Does
this mean that the 193d is bigger
than the average separate infantry
brigade? Why don’t we make the
1934 a division?

A. In past years, we actually had
the equivalent of a division sta-
tioned there. We had two regi-
ments stationed in Panama and
one regiment stationed in Puerto
Rico. At one point, when I was a
young lieutenant stationed in Puer-
to Rico, that was all combined to-
gether as the 23d Infantry Division.
The question comes up sometimes
as to whether we should station a
light division in Panama. With 11
battalions you have what might be
considered a division minus, the
193d Brigade plus other Army units
there in the area. The job is a great
responsibilty and does require a
two-star general. In fact, it is quite
a heavy load for him. In addition to
commanding the units, he has eight
major installations in Panama and
has the responsibility for over-
watching U.S. military units in the
17 countries in the region. So,
when you put that all together, he
has some responsibilities that
bring difficult problems for resolu-
tion every day of the year. I would
say that, in my own experience at
least as a division commander at
Fort Stewart, [Ga.] that he has
about the same level of responsi-
bilty that I had.

Q. What is the general size of the
16 military groups that the U.S. op-
erates in South and Central
America?

A. These military groups are
small. The Congressionally man-
dated limitation is six personnel.
In fact, they are quite a bit smaller
than they use to be. When I was
stationed in Columbia in 1957,
there were 780 officers stationed in
the military groups. In those same
positions today, there are 88 offi-
cers. So we have been cut back to
very small organiztions in almost
all of these countries. El Salvador,
of course, is at a level that is some-
what higher. We still are operating
with the 55-man military group in
El Salvador, helping with the war
that’s ongoing there.

Q. Does the Army still send mo-
bile training teams to countries in
South and Central America?

A. Yes, we provide a large num-
ber of mobile training teams to al-
most all the countries in Latin
America every year. We have a
wide variety of these teams and
that is why we moved from a mech-
anized infantry brigade to the cur-
rent brigade structure within the
193d in order to give us a wide va-
riety of units from which we could
draw mobile training teams and
other kinds of expertise to work
with our allies in the region.

Q. Have Army forces in Panama
been reorganized because of the
Panama Canal Treaty?

A. The Army forces in Panama
were reorganized partially because
we will be looking at a new kind of
defense of the canal when the year
2000 comes and the Panama de-
fense forces take over a significant
portion of the defense responsibil-
ity in accordance with the treaty.
But also, the reorganization took
place in order to allow us a greater
flexibility in our efforts throughout
the region.

-Q. Do you think there is going to
be a 08, Army presence in Pana-
ma after the year 2000 when the
Panama Canal Treaty is
completed?

A. The Panama Canal Treaty
calls for the U.S.to turn over, en-
tirely, the function of operating the
canal to the Republic of Panama.
That includes all military bases
and all facilities. The treaty also
envisions a mutual defense of the
Panama Canal. We have not
worked out any details with the
Republic of Panama concerning
precisely how that mutual defense
would be carried out. Those details
are going to have to be worked out
at some point in the future. I would
stress that the U.S. government is
absolutely committed to carry out
the letter and the spirit of the Pan-
ama Canal Treaty.
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Role in Drug War

Q. Press reports indicate the US.
is discussing with Columbia, Ecua-
dor and Peru the possibility of us-
ing U.S. troops to aid in drug eradi-
cation like we've done in Bolivia.
What can you tell us about these
efforts?

A. As you know, we are working
with the government of Bolivia to
eradicate some of the cocaine pro-
duction areas, especially in the
northern and eastern parts of Bo-
livia. That work consists of our
support for the Bolivian police.
The command and control of the
operation rests with the govern-
ment of Bolivia, and specifically
with the police of that country. The
Drug Enforcement Agency is the
U.S. representative for the opera-
tion and we [the Army] are supply-
ing air mobilty by way of our UA60
Blackhawks, six of them, to help
out in this case. Also, there are Bo-
livian helicopters involved in these
operations, which I might add,
have been pretty successful to
date. We do not have any indica-
tions, at this point, that U.S. mili-
tary forces will be involved in any
other country besides Bolivia in
Latin America.

Q. How many U.S. troops are in-
volved in the Bolivia drug eradica-
tion program?

A. We have six helicopters down
there and with the support that
goes along with them, fueling for
the helicopters, logistical support,
a certain amount of administra-
tion. We have a total of a little over
150 troops in Boliva.

Q. When do you think the U.S. ef-
fort in Boliva will end?

A. Well, we are in there, of
course, at the invitation of the Bo-
livian government. As soon as that
government feels that we've accom-
plished what they would like to see
done, we'll be right back out again.
I believe that we'll be in there at
least throught Nov. 15, the date
that was agreed on between the
government of the U.S. and the
government of Bolivia. Whether we
proceed beyond that point would
be a matter for the Bolivian gov-
ernment. We're flexible on that,
we're standing by to see precisely
what it is that the Bolivians would
like us to do.

Q. Besides Bolivia, do you fore-
see a growing role for the military
in drug eradication efforts in
general.?

A. I think that the drug traffick-
ing situation in the U.S. right now
represents a national threat to the
country. [ think that when you have
a threat to the nation, it is logical
to assume that the military will
somehow be asked to respond to
the threat. In this case, as usual, as
a military leader, I do what I'm
told. And if we are ordered to help



out, we will certainly do it to the
fullest extent of our capabilities. I
would add that on a personal basis,
I hope we are because I think this
is a terrible threat to the nation
and I think that somehow we have
to respond to that threat. I should
state emphatically that T don’t be-
lieve we can draw off our Army
forces from the missions currently
assigned in order to put them into
counter-drug operations. We must
look very carefully at this. Every
Army organization and every single
individual in the Army has a mis-
sion. There are no people in the
Army just standing around, waiting
for some kind of mission and there
are no resources in the Army that
are waiting to be applied to anti-
drug tasks. Everything is totally
committed. We need to resource
this effort. We cannot stmply talk
about stopping drugs without pro-
viding the appropraiate capability
to the mititary forces in order for
them to accomplish this if they
have to be used in counter-drug
work.

Q. Is the military trained and
prepared to participate in anti-drug
operations?

A. Well, the military is already
participating, not only in Bolivia,
but in drug operations in the Ca-
ribbean. In the past couple of
years, those operations have been
fairly successful. You may remem-
ber that last year, over 1,000 peo-
ple were arrested as a part of the
operation involving mostly the
Navy and the Coast Guard, but also
some Air Force and Army in the
Caribbean. Many aircraft and boats
were picked up as a part of those
operations. I think that it’s logical
to assume that the military role
may expand, providing that the re-
sources are available and the mili-
tary can still maintain its other re-
sponsibilities for security of the
nation.

Q. Now that the School of the
Americas has moved to Fort Ben-
ning, do you think we’re providing
enough training to Latin American
soldiers? If not, why not?

A.l believe that the stability of
Latin America and of this hemi-
sphere is greatly dependent on the
interaction of military institutions
throughout the region. These insti-
tutions form a vital part of the
overall governmental structure.
The more that we can interface
and coordinate with military insti-
tutions in Latin America, the more,
I believe, we can have an active
role in the stability of the area. We
are looking for a military in Latin
America that is nonpolitical, highly
professional, supportive of demo-
cratic development and subordi-
nate to civil authority. This is the
kind of military that the United
States always has had and the U.S.
Army can be proud of its role ever
since 1775. If we get a greater op-
portunity to make this interreac-
tion with our counterparts through-
out the region, we can be even
more successful in the overall sta-
bility and security of the hemi-
sphere. I therefore think that en-
rollment in the School of the
Americas should be greatly ex-
panded, perhaps as much as 100
percent.

Q. Do you have a housing short-

Locations of U.S. Military Groups in
Central and South America

Mexico City, Mexico

Beimopan, Belize
3 Tegucigalpa, Honduras
A San Jose, Costa Rica
. - Fort Davis
e Fort Sherman
Guatemala,
Guatemala
San Salvador, )
El Salvador " Caracas, Venszuela
Panama, Panama
Bogota, Columbia
Quito, Ecuador
Lima, Peru e i
La Paz, Boliva . ‘
Fort Clayton [ - Brasika, Brazil
Quarry Heights L Fod
Fort Amador P o
Fort Kobbe ' F
Asuncion,

Howard Air Force Base - Paraquay
Albrook Air Force Station
Naval Station Panama

Times lllustration by Tim Woods

The U.S. Southern Command Is one of the largest of the
joint military commands with an area of responsibllity
covering Central and South America. The command
operates eight installations in Panama, and small military
assistance groups in 16 Latin American countries.
Nicaragua, Chile, Guyana, Suriname and French Guyana
are not listed as having U.S. military assistance groups.

age in Southern Command particu-
larly in Panama, where the major-
ity of troops are located? What are
you doing to improve the shortage?

A. We have a housing shortage in
Panama, especially on the Army
side where we're short about 900
units. We are trying to improve
that through several methods. We
are looking at leased housing,
we're looking at modular housing
construction, and we are studying
some other ways to get immediate
alleviation of the shortage. I hope
that within the next couple of
years we will be much better off
than we are right now.

Q. Some people say that the way
that we're getting started in El Sal-
vador is much like the way we got
started in Vietnam. Do you think
our involvement in El Salvador
will ever reach the level that we
reached in Vietnam?

A. I think that some people obvi-
ously have fears concerning that,
but I think that their fears are not

well founded. We learned a lot of
lessons in Vietnam and we are
fighting a different kind of war in
EL Salvador. We have 55 military
people working as trainers as part
of the military group in El Salva-
dor. That level has not gone up. It
has remained the same for several
years. We have no intention of ex-
panding the U.S. military presence
in El Salvador. In fact, the war has
gone very well and the guerrilla
strength is down by about 40 per-
cent over what it was a couple of
years ago. Little by little, the Salva-
dorans are driving the guerrillas
out and [ would say that if the gov-
ernmental intrastructure and econ-
omy improve over the next few
years, that war will come to a suc-
cessful conclusion. We are defi-
nitely working this one the right

way.

Q. In the 1970s, there was much
anti-American feeling in Panama.
Does this anti-American feeling
continue to exist or has it been
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eliminated?

A. The relationship between the
two communities is excellent. The
Panamanians and the Americans
get along very, very well in Pana-
ma. I also think there is great re-
spect between the government of
Panama and the government of the
U.S. Our soldiers are free to go
anywhere in Panama and they al-
most universally find a friendly re-
ception. We are having no adminis-
trative problems to speak of in
Panama now. Exercises have taken
place not only withing limits of the
old canal zone but also in other ar-
eas within the republic. I think
that we could hardly ask for a bet-
ter relationship than we have now.

Q. If you were to go out and ask
soldiers to volunteer for duty in
the Southern Command, what
would you tell them?

A. T would tell soldiers that the
Southern Command represents a
tremendous challenge in terms of
understanding the threats to the
U.S. in the future and our response
to those threats. I personally be-
lieve myself that although we have
a great confrontation in Europe
where NATO faces the threat, the
threat in the Latin American is just
as serious. The Soviets and their
surrogates are moving in the Third
World to challenge western democ-
racy. This challenge is represented
in many subtle ways but it 1s also
evident in the guerilla organiza-
tions, the terrorism and even to
some degree, in the drug traffick-
ing within the hemisphere. | would
say to a soldier that if he comes to
Latin America, he will have the op-
portunity to help save democratic
institutions in our allied countries
in this hemisphere.

Q. Do we have a shortage of sol-
diers who are qualified in Spanish
or Portuguese?

A. We do not fill every available
slot that we have in terms of quali-
fied linguists. We have a very great
number of those, I'm happy to say,
and this has been an enormous
help in carrying the mission in Lat-
in America. But we still need to do
more in terms of preparing officers
and NCOs and soldiers so that they
are fully quaiified in the language
when working in Latin America.

Q. What kind of training do you
conduct at the Jungle Welfare
Training Center in Panama? Is the
training on the increase and can
you tell us how often units come
down from the States?

A.. The Jungle Warfare Training
Center is as busy as Grand Central
Station in New York City. We have
15 battalions coming through there
every 12 months and courses are
overlapping all the time.



BOB LONGFELLOW (52F '52-'54) of 12731 Poplar, Garden Grove CA sent us this
one with the note: "This guy was not one of ours, but he sure had the smell
of Korea in his nostrils. We liked the comment and the article so very much

that we're using it here.

Korea: The forgotten war

This guy was not from our Division, but he sure
had the smell of Korea in his nostrils.

Thirty-six years ago this month I
graduated from college. I was to
become a newspaperman. I was 21
years old, and it was all arranged.
Back in 1950 we never had doubts
about anything. You decided what
you were going to do, and America let
you do it.

A week or so later, in a stinkpot lit-
tle country in Asia, a war broke out.
And from Sunday, June 25, 1950,
nothing would ever be quite the same
again.

In many ways Korea wasn't a
modern war at all. It was more like
Flanders or the Wilderness Campaign
than it was Vietnam or the “‘real war”’
of 1939-45.

Anyone who fought there could tell
you that. There were planes and ships
and tanks, of course, and big guns.
But mostly Korea was fought by
infantryman with rifles and BARs and
machine guns and mortars. And
barbed wire. And mines, always the
mines.

There was no rock music in Korea.
You never heard a song, not even an
anti-war song. It was a war without
tunes. There were no drugs. Oh, there
was the occasional medical corpsman
who got a kick out of morphine. How
old-fashioned it is now to realize how
odd he seemed to us then. Take in-
tegration: Truman had officially in-
tegrated the military, but in my
45-man Marine rifle platoon there was
one black. There was one American In-
dian, whom we called ‘“‘Chief,”” never
pausing to consider this might be in-
sulting or racist. Consciousness had
not yet been raised.

The enemy, the North Koreans,
were ‘‘gooks.” The Chinese were
“chinks.” It never occurred to us to
call them anything else.

Korea exploded so swiftly after the
demobilization following World War
I1, the expansion of the armed forces
so forced and sudden, it became an
amateur’s war. My rifle battalion of
the 7th Marines had about 45 officers.
Forty of us were reserves. It was on-
the-job training.

You know about the West Point
class of '50, decimated in the war.
True. Raw troops and young officers
are a deadly combination. Second
lieutenants think they have to do
everything. It is how they got killed.

In one replacement draft our bat-
talion got a freshly minted lieutenant
from the Naval Academy. This was

classy stuff indeed, our very own
“trade school’’ man, and we were all
excited. The second or third day he
was there a mortar shell killed him.
Four years of Annapolis and four more
months at Quantico and he was dead.

I never even got to meet him.

I was there for the second year of
the war, from the fall of 1951 into the
summer of '52. We lived under the
ground. For one 45-day stretch I never
washed, never changed my underwear.
When we got off the line that time
they burned our clothes. We fought at
night. Daylight was too deadly. We
raided them at night, trying for
prisoners, tossing grenades and sw-
inging shovels. They raided us. And in
the dawn there would be bodies hung
in the wire.

One patrol was caught by daylight

in the valley of the Soyang-gang. The
Koreans hit them there. We went
down to get them out. It took us nine
hours to climb back up to the ridgeline
in the snow, carrying stretchers. One
man kept rolling off the stretcher, or
we kept dropping him. We couldn’t
help it. By the time we got in through
the wire he was dead. No one’s fault.
You can’t climb 2,000 feet in the snow
any faster than that carrying a dying
man.
One December afternoon there was
sun, and three Marines lazed atop
their bunker. A mortar shell, a single
shot, arched in and hit them. Two died
and one lost his legs. No one ever hits
anyone with a single mortar shot,
without ranging. But it happened.

Late in the winter a patrol coming
back in messed up the password and
we machine-gunned two of our own
men. In the morning a Marine flipped
out. He sat over the body of his pal
with a° Browning Automatic Rifle,
threatening to kill anyone who came
near.

We set up ambushes, carrying
shotguns. Everything was up close
and in focus. You lay in the snow,
shivering, trying not to make a sound,
hoping they would come. Hoping they
wouldn't.

On a December night the North
Koreans hit us with maybe 400 rounds
of artillery and mortar in 15 minutes
and then came up through the wire.
We killed most of them, including one
on the roof of a bunker where he was
trying to shove a grenade down the
stovepipe. At dawn we set out after
the survivors, tracking them in the
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James Brady

snow the way New Englanders hunt
deer or rabbits in winter.

The spoor was easy to follow. One of
them was bleeding. You just followed
the dribbles of blood on the white
snow. At one point he stopped to
defecate. We came on his stool, still
steaming. And full of blood and
worms. Here was this son of a bitch,
wounded and rotten with worms and
piles, and we were tracking him.

We never caught him. Maybe he
died under a tree in the snow. I don't
know. I sort of hoped he got away.

My best man was a sergeant called
Fitzgerald from Flint, Mich. He was a
regular. He had been hit twice. He lik-
ed to go out at night in sneakers and
with a blackened face and wait for
them. After the war, he said, he
wanted to go to work for Ford. As an
armed guard. That was what he
wanted to do with his life.

One morning three Marines did a
stupid thing. They went out in front of
the line to fetch water from a clear
mountain stream. The Koreans had
set an ambush, and they grabbed
them. In the firefight that followed

MILITARY, June 1986

Bob




WHERE TO IN '87222

It'1l be a Hyatt Regency operation =--
Remember them in Louisville? =-- And in
Savannah? This time around, it'll be
the Hyatt Regency Woodfield -- 15 minutes
from O'Hare. Technically, it's in the
village of Schaumburg, IL =-- at the corner
of Rt. 53 and Golf Road, across from the
Woodfield Shopping Mall. BOB and Mary SHAY
are hard at work with the initial planning.
Stay tuned: Oh yes, the dates? FRIDAY,
Aug. 14 and SATURDAY, Aug. 15. We'll
break camp Sunday a.m. And if you wanna
arrive early, say on Thursday, Aug. 13,
or Friday, the 31st of July, that's okay.
That's your business. But you'll be
strictly on your own. The party won't
begin until the fat lady sings.
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Faithful BOB JOHNSON (19th, 21st, 34th
3/51-12/53) of 24 Whipple, Somerville MA
02144, pops a good suggestion: 'Remind
the boys that the DAV and AL magazines are
good places to run ads when you're trying
to locate buddies.' Bob, there it is.
Bob, by the way, never fails to cli? such
an ad and mail it in to us when it's a
Taro Leafer involved. Thanks, Bob.

~ e —

Won't you please give us your changes
of address. As is, using the system we are
using with the friendly postal people, it
costs us 30¢ every time the little man in
gray comes in with a report of a change.
He doesn't do it for peanuts. Since our
last mailing went out, the little fella
has been in 31 times, each time with his
paw outstretched for a quarter and a
nickel. That's $9.30 for information
you might have given us in the first
place. Thanks for listenin'.

“And this is the First Sergeant. The men either despise him or they hate his guts.™

dies has his stories. None of us will

they got away with two Marines as
prisoners, but the third was killed.
Maybe we killed him. The dead Marine
fell in the stream and before we could
get to him, he had been frozen in. My
platoon guide, a salty old regular with
a reputation for demolitions, was dis-
patched. When he came back that
night he looked old and pale and
wasted. He had gotten the body back.

“It took me two blasts to work him

free of the ice, lieutenant. We got him
back. In two pieces. I couldn’t help it.
When we was finished, I threw up.”

On Memorial Day, 48 of us attacked
a hill called Yoke. The Chinese were up
there. They rolled grenades down on
us. That stopped us. We kept crawling
up, and they just rolled them down.
Thirty-two of us were hit.

Every infantryman who fought
there in the mountains and the pad-

ever forget the war — small, deadly,
personal, with men fighting like when
they lived in caves and fought with
clubs. It began 36 years ago this
month. It lasted three years. It killed
54,000 of us. (]

{Reprinted with permission from the June 20,

1985 issue of Advertising Age. Copyright,
Crain Communications Inc. 1985)
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MISS BUXLEY, WHEN BUT T

SOMEONE DOES A HAVEN'T

GOO0P JOB, I BELIEVE PONE

IN TELLING THEM ANYTHING
YET TODAY,

SIR

YOU CAME N
THE POOR,
DIDN'T You?

S AY S

CHARLES "Bill" MENNINGER, (A & K 34th
and 2nd Bn. 21lst '47-'51) faithfully
signals from 5009 N.Madera, El Monte, CA,
reminding us of the unknown sergeant who
said, '"No man, no matter how he may talk,
has the remotest idea of what the ordinary
infantry soldier endures."”

Bill also quoted from something
general of the Army Omar Bradley wrote:
The rifleman fights without promise of
either reward or relief. Behind every
river,” there is another hill -- behind
every hill, another river. After weeks
and months in the line, only a wound can
offér him the comfort of safety, shelter,
and a bed. Those who are left fight on,
evading death, but knowing that with each
day of evasion, they have exhausted one
more chance for survival, Sooner or
later, unless victory comes, this chase
must eﬂd either on the litter, or in the
grave.

Ponder that one, fellas. It's poignant.

“LET'S EAT IN TOWN TONIGHT."
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Return with us now

to yesteryear

Well, maybe not yesteryear == maybe
back to '83, the massacre of 241 Marines
in Beirut. RR seems to want to assume the
blame for that one. But what about the CO
on the scene? What'd they ever do with
him?

-

b -"r",'y‘ta (o i v i 8
b st Pt g AT E s ST T

BILL BRADLEY, an L Co. Chick in '51 =--
wounded in Apr. '51 at Pogan Dong, and now
at 12 Sunset, Troy NY, has requested that
we publish this list of names of L 19th
men of 2/51 vintage. Your wish is our
command, Billy Boy; that's what we're here

for. And away we go:

Bradley, William F. SFC
Zapata, Joseph PFC
Watterson, Kenneth F. SGT
Wright, George F. CPL
Muze, J.E. CPL
Robertson, Richard B.C. PFC
Wilson, Orvil W. PFC
Watson, Stephen A, PVT
Rick, William M. PFC
Gollegos, Loy CPL
Nickol, Andrew J. PVT
Parrow, Arthur F. CPL
Chames, William SGT
Wallick, Don E. CPL
Flanigan, Paul CPL
Scharnhorst, John P. PFC
Overay, Robert L. CPL
Rhodes, Edward D. CPL
Bendler, Eugene R. PVT
Belfke, Harold H. CPL
Smith, Carroll E. PVT
Wagner, Walter PVT
Lopez, Victor M. PVT
Vargas, Elias H. PVT
Barnhart, Boyd R. PVT
Wetz, Robert D. PVT
Babyak, Steve C. PVT

Open heart surgery for WALTER E.BRAY
(34th & 19th '49-"53 - POW '50-"'53)
of 84 Chestnut St., Lodi NJ 07644,
Happily reports, "Doing okay now' --
for which our thanks.
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BEETLE BAILEY

By Mort Walker

OKAY! WHICH
OF YOU

WITH ME
TONIGHT
1

COME, COME!
OPPORTUNITIES LIKE
THIS COME ONCE IN
A LIFETIME/

1906 King Fnatures Synccala inc Workd nghts reserved

Sometimes Mort Walker gives them to us

in pairs. (Ed.Note: we fully expect at
least 3 letters to arrive reminding us

tha
pai

t we might have called them "a pair of
1"
rs').

ED BONDS (Hq.Co. lst Bn. 2lst '49-'51) of 807 West Av. I,
Lovington NM 88260, thoughtfully sends us this wonderful

THE ARMY HAS BANNED SMOKING IN OFFICES, BARRACKS,

% /f

cartoon.
VEHICLES AND AIRCRAFT,
Notice anything unique -- or signifi-
cant -- about this issue. First person

to spot it and write in to us and tell us
what it is will get a prize =-- a handsome

clock -- valued at $60.00.
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HEY! PONT You

OWTHATS BAD N e

It ’;basic
training

Like bread left too long in the toaster,
this is nothing to be shrugged off
lightly. 1In comes a hefty % contribution
and this note from GENE and Donnie SPICER,
RR 1, Commiskey IN: "Would love to hear
from any Hq. 19th men of '51-'52 era or
anyone who was in the 24th Signal C.W.
School in the spring of '51.'" There it
is, Gene, just as you asked for it.
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We like the kind of letter CHUCK
STARRING (A 78th Tk.Bn., Tk.Co. 21lst,
Tk.Co. 5th RCT 1/50-11/52) of Box 54,
Fennville MI writes:

"Just a few lines to let you know how
much nly wife and I enjoved our first
outing at Louisville with men and women of
the 24th Div. This was my first get-
togéther since November '52 when I left
Division rear near Teagu.

"I had reservations about making the
trip because I felt I would be among a lot
of strangers who had one thing in common.
I was wrong: Although most of the guys
were from the 'Big War', some were also
both 'Big war and Truman's Cops.' I saw a
lot of familiar faces that I had not seen
for many years.

"The one thing that really got to me was
the amount of men from my adopted regiment
(5th RCT). We really had a ball. I was
glad I made the trip and will hope to see
more of the fellows at LAX.

"Now for a plug or two.

"Some of the older generation guys
said us 'kids' have to help fill the ranks
for our missing comrades. We lost a
mighty fine man when Gen. 'Rocky' Throck-
morten passed on a few weeks ago. Heard
from Gen. L.L. Wheeler and others who
attended his funersal. (Also three cheers
for L.L. who is doing his thing for 50th
Anniversary of his class of West Point.)

I was proud to serve the command of both
of these gentlemen.

"Liked Ed Smigel's article about the
Vietnam and Korean Memorial efforts.

"Now for the kicker -- Ed Smigel,

Guy E. See, Bob Hardin, Dick Lewis, and
many others who got together at 24th

FELIZ NATAL E PRESPERO ANO NOVO
FELIZ NAVIDAD Y PROSPERO ANO NUEVO
BUON NATALE E FELICE ANNO NUOVO
JOYEUX NOEL ET BONNE ANNEE
MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR

FROHE WEIHNACHTEN
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UND DIE BESTEN WUNSCHE ZUM NEUEN JAHR

Our Poet Laureate, at least for this
issue, is FRANK WILCZAK (24 QM '58-'59),
of 224 Shanley, Cheektowaga NY who gives
us this pregnant dish of wisdom:

ON SECOND THOUGHT

Monday morning, moan and groan,
another week's begun.

Why did it have to come around
and spoil my weekend fun?

Wednesday morning, half a week
is almost gone and then,

If T can make it two more days,
I'1l come to life again.

Friday morning, hip hooray,
another weekend's nearing.

Two days off and payday, too.
It makes me feel like cheering.

But wait a minute, something's wrong.
It really is annoying.

I've wished away five days of life,
I should have been enjoying.

e

Reunion also belong to the 'Korean War
Veterans Assoc.' All of these men were
with me in Korea. That's why the plug.
I realize that everyone has their little
axe to grind, but I feel it is a very
worthy cause.

"Since 24th Reunion we have signed up
over 600 persons (we have women too). I
mean more specifically 600 charter members
as of 31 Dec. We have the same problem as
other Associations; money and operating
costs. I hope we can make it fly.

"So much for that --

"Ken, you are really doing a fine job
for us members of the 24th. I'm proud of
you. You weren't an officer were you?

I'm sometimes allergic to brass (only
kidding!).

"Keep up the good work and don't wear
out before we are ready to get rid of you.
(Another mark on the wall!) Well, buddy,
you know we can't be perfect. This
note proves it. Once again, keep up the
good work and may God bless you and your
family. (No pun this time.)

"Chuck, the 0ld Tanker."



You'll have to admit it =-=- our Prexy is
a veritable taxonomy of the Taro Leafers
of a couple of wars and the in-betweens,
of the men of the infantry, of the artil-
lery, of the engineers, of the signalmen,
of all the others who know the real
meaning of the number "24", Where to this
time? He and Ann were off to Canada where
the Canadian forces who served in Korea
were having a pow wow. Warren sent us
the list of their involved units. Impres-
sive list, isn't it? But we digress.
Let Warren Avery do the honors.

Here's my report on our trip to Cornwall, Ont., Canada.

We were met by Mrs. Claudette McCarthy, wife of the Canadian
National President, J.W. McCarthy and welcomed to the 2nd National
Convention at the Armory.

In terms of man-power Canada's contribution totalled 26,791, of
which 3,621 served in the RCN; 22,066 in the Army; and 1,104 in the
Air Force. Five hundred and sixteen of those who served were fatal
casualties and their names are perpetuated in Canada's Korea Book
of REmembrance.

There were about 1,000 veterans and their wives in attendance,
and 10 American couples. We were treated royally by all the Can-
adiams who were very honored that we all travelled up to Canada to
attend their reunion.

On Saturday morning there was a memorial service. 1 was honored
to carry the American flag in this parade, I want to bring to note
that this flag I carried had only 48 stars depicting the flag we
fought under during the Korean War.

On Saturday evening we attended a banquet at the Armory where
among the honored guests were representatives from the Korean government
and a General in the Korean army who sang the Korean National Anthem
"Ah-Di-Dong" and we all joined in.

Sunday were good-byes and many Canadian Vets were looking forward to
the trip to Arlington next July for the US Korean Vets Convention.

Canadian Forces Participation in the United Nations S
Operations, Korea, 1950-1953 d§2§§ R
3 3
Royal Canadian Navy (RCN) & @@ &
HMCS Athabaskan SN b%\
HMCS Cayuga & %Q o
HMCS Sioux S¥ e &
HMCS Nootka Canadian Army \\%é\@ S N
HMCS Huron Lord Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians) :\@@A %QQdQQG &
HMCS froquois 2nd Field Regiment, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery (RCHA) (\vv\ Q}(\\ @ 5 X
HMCS Crusader 1st Regiment, Rayal Canadian Horse Adtillery (RCHA) é\q’.fé\ Q ,§° & & '\Qc)\fz}Q
HMCS Haida 81sl Field Regiment. Royal Canadian Attillery (RCA) Q,o”q,b\-b\q§‘©<\o§ A\Q\C)O )
The Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers (RCE) O &0 5 o QT @ C}\%
The Royal Canadian Corps of Signals RPN Q(D'G\IDQQ\OA\Q,@ &P @o& .
The Royal Canadian Regiment (RCR) Qj%o\@ AV OR N IRNS D
2nd Battalion Lo P e SF P L Fo” g
1st Battalion Sl P LR PO L g
3rd Battalion SIS INNC RIS
. SO S ARASNOES
Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry (PPCLI) NS @Q\OA\? D& SN«
2nd Battalion O AN vaéQQv
1st Battalion BRI G IR
; N& @ Y
3rd Battalion L SO
Royal 22° Régiment (R22°R) MG KAS
2nd Battalion o e
1st Battalion < ‘L-@QO@

3rd Battalion —
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Nothing we like more than a rambunctious

0ld soldier who writes the Editor of his

local paper. Example -~ Lt.Col. HAROLD E.

DILL of 47-459 Hui Iwa, Kaneohe, HI, had
this to say to his Editor:

" LETTERS
to the Editor j
Footnote to History

SIR: ,The enclosed item (Today in
History) was clipped from your July 3
edition. The information concerning
1950 anéd the Korean War is incorrect.

The first contact between U.S:
ground troops and the North Korean
Army occurred at approximately 0730
hours on July 5. 1950 north of the South
Korean town ol Osan.

The U.S. Army units involved were
Companies B and C. elements of Head-
quarters Ist Battalion, Companies D
and M, Heavy Mortar and Medical
Companies, 2Ist Infantry Regiment,

and Battery A, 52d Field Artillery Bat-'

talion. 24th Infantry Division. This
collection of units was known as Task
Force Smith, named for the Ist Battal-
ion Commander, LTC Charles B.
Smith. The task force numbered ap-
proximately 400 and defended against
a North Korean motorized division sup-
ported by 33 to 36 Russian-built T34
tanks. )

The engagement ended at mid-after-
noon on July 5 in a tactical defeat for
the task force which paid the price
usually exacted from the U.S. Army
when our Nation’s defense posture fails
to match our international political
commitments.

As a lieutenant (rifle platoon leader)
in Company C during this first and sub-
sequent combat, I am endeavoring to
keep the record straight for those
seemingly few Americans who are in-
terested in the accomplishments and
history of their armed services and
their nation. I also assume your publi-
cation is concerned with presenting in-
formation, factually 'and objectively,
hence this letter.

HAROLD E. DILL
LTC, Infantry

DID YOU HEAR THE
JOKE ABOUT THE
FLEA?

I FORGOT HOW IT STARTS,
BUT THE FLEA DOES SOME-
THING TO THE ELEPHANT
AND 1T FLIES OR SOMETHING.
ANYWAY, ITS
VERY FUNNY

17’6 NOT THE
JOKE,IT'S THE
WAY SHE
TELLS T
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Off the Air

We'll go off the air and show you just
who supported our LAX party, by states—
the first figure following the state
stands for the members in that state;
the second figure stands for the number
making LAX.

AL 19 2 NM 10 1
AK 1 - NY 83 5
AZ 50 7 NC 47 1
AR 31 - ND 4 1
CA 181 67 OH 106 5
Cco 21 1 OK 24 3
CT 21 5 OR 22 3
DE 3 - PA 142 5
DC 7 - RI 9 1
FL 123 11 SC 33 4
GA 69 6 SD 6 -
HI 16 4 TN 20 2
ID 3 1 TX 99 9
IL 108 13 UT 4 1
IN 44 2 VT 4 -
IA 30 2 VA 45 6
KS 27 4 WA 29 4
KY 48 3 Wv 21 -
LA 16 - WI 26 1
ME 7 - WY 2 -
MD 32 2 Japan 1 -
MA 76 7
Can. 2 -
MI 65 7 _
Guam 1
MN 35 1
MS 10 - PI 2 1
MO 61 3 Arabia 1 -
St.Vincent,
MT 2 1
WI 1 -
NB 11 1 APO 3 -
NV 13 1
NH 12 2
NJ 58 4
—

With sorrow do we report the death of
VETAL VALANDRA, He passed away last
Sept. 24th according to good friend,
LACY BARNETT. Vetal, a retired police
officer and rancher in Mission, South
Dakota, was 34th in Sasebo and Korea
'43-'50, subsequently going over to the
21st.

Terrific suggestion passed on to us
at LAX. Regretfully we forgot who made it.
Apologies please. He -- or she? -~ said
"Why don't you ask every member for a
small photo (passport size perhaps ==~
and black and white preferred) of himself
-- and maybe his 'better half' -- so that
each time you run an item you can use his
or his/her photo along with it?" Wonder-
ful. We'll do just that. It'll help our
items come more alive; will help you
recognize folks more readily. Okay, pals;
you're on. Send those photos in. Dare ya!



RAY KRESKY's high school class recently held a reunion and drummed up a
little enthusiasm for its party with the release of a little advance notice
devoted to the times-have-changed theme. It so warmed the cockles of our heart
that we reproduce it here just as Ray sent it to us:

We were before the pill and the population explosion which, inexplicably,
went hand in hand. We were before television; before penicillin, polio
shots, antiblotics and frisbees; before frozen food, nylon, dacron, Xerox,
Kinsey. We were before radar, fluorescent lights, credit cards and ball-
point pena. For us, time sharing meant togetherness, not computers; a
chip meant a plece of wood; hardware meant hardware, and software wasnt't
even & word.

In our time, closets were for clothes, not for coming out of; and a book
about two young women living together in Europe could be called "Our Hearts
Were Young and Gay.®™ In those days, bunnies were small rabbits and rabbits
were not Volkswagens. We were before Grandma Moses snd Marilyn Monroe, and
cup=-sizing for bras.

We were before Batman, Grapes of Wrath, Rudolph, the Red-Nosed Reindeer and
Snoopy; before D.D.T. and vitamin pills, vodka (in the United States) and
the white wine craze, disposable dlapers, Jeeps and the Jefferson nickel;
before Scotch tape, Grand Coulee dam, M&Ms, the asutomative shift and Linocoln
Continentals.

When we were in college, pizzas, Cheerios, frozen orange juice, instant
coffee and McDonald's were unheard of. We thought fast food was what you
ate during Lent.

We were before FM radio, tape recorders, electric typewriters, word pro-
cessors, Muzak, electronic music and disco dancing. Almost no one flew
across the Country and Trans-Atlantic flight belonged to Lindberg and
Amelia Eaxrhart. We were before Israel and the United Rations; before
Indla, Pakistan, Indonesia, Iceland, and the Philippines were independent
countries. Since our beginning, 92 countries, 48 of them African, have'
become independent nations.

We were before pantyhose and drip-~dry clothes; before ice makers and dish’
washers, clothes dryers, freezers, and electric blankets; before Hawail &
Alaska became states; before men wore long hair and earrings, and women
wore tuxedos. We were before Leonard Bernstein, yogurt, Ann Landers,
plastics, hair dryers, the ljO0-hour week, the minimum wage. We got married
first and then lived together. How quaint can you be?

In our day, cigarette smoking was fashlonable, grass was mowed, coke was
something you drank and pot was something you cooked in. We were before
coin vending machines, jet planes, helicopters and interatate highways.

In 1931 American schools were not desegregated and blacks were not allowed
to play in the major leagues. In 1931, "made in Japan™ meant junk, and
term "making out™ referred to how you did on an exam.

In our time, there were five-and-ten stores where you could buy things for
five and ten cents. For Just one nickel, you could ride the subway or
ride the ferry, or make a phone call, or buy a Coke, or buy enough stamps
to mall one letter and two postcards. You could buy a new Chevy coupe for
$659, but who could do that in 19317 Nobody$ A pity, too, because gas
was 11¢ per gallon.

If anyone in those days had asked us to explain CIA, NATO, UFO, NFL, JFK,
ERA or IUD, we would have sald alphabet soup. We were not before the
difference between the sexes was discovered, but were before sex changes.
We just made do with what we had. AND so it was in 19311
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NO TIME
LIKE THE PRESENT.

FRANCIS HOWARD (L & K 34th G 21st '48-
'51), of 801 S.Babcock St., Melbourne FL
32901 (Tel. 305-725-1653) wants to know
if he can run an ad in our little paper.
Consider it done, Frankie. Interesting
business!! Do you have a catalog? Some
of your wares ought to be of special
interest to some of our clowns. Hold
onto your hats, folks -- here's Frankie's
ad:

Let us be your
Party Headquarters

Theatrical make-up, wigs, costumes,
hats, masks, beards and mustaches.

GAGS - JOKES - MAGIC
FLAGS - (Adult Gags & Cards)
Mon.-Sat. 10-7 Sun 1-4

FRANKS NOVELTY SHOP

801 S. Babcock St. (Zayre Plaza)
Melbourne, 723-9581

|

Cheers for EARL DOWNEY (21lst '49-'51),
of 2522 Via Astuto, Carlsbad, CA. Earl,
a retired Lt.Col., is now at home caring
for his beloved Margaret suffering from
that dreaded Alzheimer's Disease.
or telephone message (714-729-3252) will
help to brighten Earl's day. We all have
a bit of an idea of what he's enduring.

For all who have come to believe that
Red Sox fans were put here on earth to
suffer, then the 6th and 7th games of the
World Series were the ultimate
heartbreakers.,

This from Mr. Charles D.Spurlin,
Victoria College, 2200 E.Red River,
Victoria TX 77901: "I am in search
of photographs taken by participants who
served in the U.S. Army during the Korean
War. My purpose for collecting the
photographs is to publish a pictorial
history of the Korean War from a G.I.'s
perspective. If any of your members have
pictures taken during the Korean War they
would permit me to copy, please ask them
to write me.

CHARLES D. SPURLIN, Chairman
Department of Social Sciences
(512) 573-3291"

A card 3

THE EYES HAVEIT

Another G Co. Gimlet heard from, this
one of '53-'54 vintage. '53 was a good

year, but '54 was better says OLIVER C.
SIMMERS, of RD 1 Snyder Av., Phoenixville,
PA,

"HE'S WHAT IS KNOWN AS AN ‘ENLISTED MAN"."
=3g?. Jim Weeks

Making Juan Ponce Enrile her Defense
Minister is like taking an airline vice
president and sticking him in the cockpit
on a stormy night. This buster was
Ferdinand's defense minister for 16 years,
epitomizing the tradition of acute
jealousy in Philippine politics. Then he
saved his political skin by ditching
Marcos at the last possible moment then
switched to Corazon Aquino's side and
almost at once started his own grab toward
the presidency. Prediction? He'll make
it yet,
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We have lost poor little JIM ERWIN,
Death took Jimmy on Sept. 21lst. He was
in his 59th year. He is survived by his
ever-so-faithful Mary, of Morongo Valley,
CA., by his son, Steven, of Yucca Valley,
CA and by his daughter, Phyllis Rose
Groon of Jaymul, CA, and by two grand-
children.

Wrote Mary after it was all over:

"I just don't know how to thank you
and the 24th for all the support and
encouragement you gave to Jim.

"I know it gave him courage to fight
(and he was a fighter) and to carry om.

"Going to the convention was his last
goal and he made it through his determina-
tion and the encouragement from his family
and friends.

"It took its toll as he was a very
sick man.

“He is now at peace, no more suffering
or pain. His family will miss him, as
will his friends.

"God bless one and all.

"Mary ErWin . "

Came this fine report, gratefully
acknowledged, from BOB ENDER who made the
JIM ERWIN funeral:

""Roberta and I went down to Riverside
to the National Military Cemetery, just
adjacent to March Air Force Base, to
attend Jim Erwin's funeral.

‘Jim and Mary's family were there and
our good friend, Jesse Murga, flew all the
way out from Augusta GA on a Tuesday night
flight to Le there to pay his respects to
his old buddy, Jim; then return on a night
flight on Wednesday. Quite a tribute!

The Navy chaplain from the Loma Linda
Veterans llospital, where Jim was confined,
gave a touching eulogy. Then, following
the volleys, the chaplain removed the flag
from Jim's coffin and handed it to HMary
and it was at that moment, especially,
that our hearts went out to her...a very
helpless feeling. However, she was a
troian through it all.

A local florist made a beautiful floral

arrangement mounted on an easel. It was

a Taro Leaf in flowers, copied from the
patch. Just magnificent. I will send you
a photo after the roll is developed. Am
enclosing a memorial card, as well as a
copy of the card we attached to the floral
arrangement.

"The last thing Mary said after the
ceremony was that she sends all her love
to you and all Jim's friends in the
Association.

Yours,
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IN ~—~—
MEMORIAM

HE IS JUST AWAY !

I cannot and I will not say
That he is dead—he is just away!

With a cheery smile and wave of the hand
He has wandered into an unknown land. '

And left us dreaming how very fair
It needs must be since he lingers there. '

And you—Oh, you, who the wildest yearn
For the old-time step and the glad return.

Think of him faring on, as dear
In the love There as the love of Here.

Mild and gentle as he was brave —
When the sweetest love of his life he gave.

To simple things: Where the violets grew
Blue as the eyes they were likened to.

The touches of his hand have strayed
As reverently as his lips have prayed.

When the littie brown thrush that harshly chirped
Was as dear to him as the mocking bird.

And he pitied as much as a man in pain
A little honey bee wet with rain.

Think of him still as the same, I say—
He is not dead—he is just AWAY!

—James Whitcomb Riley.



letter to the Editor just might do it. And so...

2z

W

s moving

How to pay a unique.tribute to a unique man -- JIMMY ERWIN???
It occurred that quite possibly, the reproducing of AL KITCHEN'

AN
P

Mr. Kenwood Ross
Secretary-Treasurer

24th Infantry Division Associlation
120 Maple St.

Springfield, MA 01103-2278

Dear Ken:

Enclosed is a check for $100 which I would like to contribute
to the Association as a memorial for Jim Erwin.

Jim was attached to my company during the Korean War and
even then he impressed as having a wisdom far beyond his years.
After over thirty years, Jim made contact with me and got me
into the Association even though he was in California and I was
in Georgia. He loved the Association and I'm happy he made the
effort to get me, and several others, into the organization. IL'm
also pleased that the convention was held in California before
his demise and I was able to attend. It appeared to be quite a
strain on him, even though he survived that long just to make it
to the convention. It was quite a psychological strain also--
it was his reason for survival and yet knowing it was almost the
final act made him sad.

I believe we have all lost a genuine friend, "Gimlet,"” and
"Taroleafer,

and I would like to honor him in this way.

Sincer§lz,

Albert B. Kitchen, Jr.

2713 Smith Creek Rd. [
Augusta, GA 30909 r‘:’

N\
e\ —
— ———
— \—

32



