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".....THE FORE3ST FOR THE TREES"

"For killing 20 enemy soldiers and
destroying four automatic guns be-
fore he fell under enemy fire in
Korea, SFC Nelson V. Brittin (Co, I,
19th Inf.) has been awarded the
Medal of Honor posathumously.®

By
M/8gt. Charles Willeford,
USAF

There are not many men in the Army today
who remember S8FC Nelson V. Brittin, for he
wasn't the kind of eoldier who made a deep
impresesion at firet meeting. In fact, you
d1dn't recall the things he said, but remem-
bered rather the way he eaid them, and he
s8ald them very well,

Re wasn't very tall, only about 5 feet,

7 inches, and couldn't have weighed more
than 130 pounde, with a rock in eaoh hand;
but his movemente were quick and he had the
wiry toughnees of the well-trained infantry-
man who 18 kept in shape in epite of himself
Re wore 0,I. glasses, and what little hair
he had left was cropped to less than an
inch. Hie right arm was muoh longer than hile
left. When he walked, springing along on
the balls of his feet, he leaned forward,
his arms swinging hardly at all,

The firet time I saw Sergeant Brittin was
at the weekly, mandatory Troop Information
hour at the Cliffard Theatre 1n Knkura Ja-
pan. He was the 24th Infantry Divisionfe
I & E NCO. As a rule he presented the topic
himself, rarely delegating the leoture to
anyone else, He was geaturing feverighly,
and hip eyes bugged out like two neon tubes

The sublect oconoerned the Marehall Plan,
and I falled to see what there was to get
excited about. I turned to the soldler sit-
ting next to me,

"Who is that charaotert"

"Sergeant Brittin. I don't know anything
about him exoept that since he's been here
the laat month, nobody sneaks out of the
lectureas at the break anymore."

*You mean he's that good?®

"Not at all, He doesn't allow it, and 1if
you're caught, you‘ve had it '

I settled back and tried to ignore his
fervor, He was a good speaker, xnew his sub-
Ject well, and when he finished I, too, knew
the purpose of the Marshall Plan. After the
lecture he started a dlecussion, and in no
time had heated pro and oon men leaping up
and down from different eeotions of the
theatre; interested to a degree that I had
never seen before at a Troop Information
period. After the session wae over I thought
to myself that here was one time the Army
had put the right man in the right Job,

Not long after that I got to know Brittin
very well, I was station manager for WLKR,
the Armed Forces Radio Btation covering the
igland of Kyushu and the 24th Div, Armed
Forcee Radio waeé under the supervigion of
the I & E. Ssotion and, Brittin being chief
olerk, all of my paperwork and reports had
to go acroes hle desk, I liked the man from
my first oontacts with him, I had him pegged
ae the *"non-eoldier clerk-type® in my mind,
Thie was underatendeble sinc= hi: Aeok was-
stacked 8o high with papers and reports he
wag almost hidden,

1 talked to him sbout 1t one day.

"Brittin, you'd better cheok your work-
load, It looks to me like you've got too
muoh work for an eight-hour day."

"This 1en't all mine,* he said. "These
are all reporte from the regiments and
Divarty. They do their reports wrong all the
time, then when they hit here, I have to do
them over,*

"Bounce the stuff back, then, You don't
have to do their work. Just write a nasty
indorsement telling them to get on the ball.®

"I've sent memorandums down on how to do
all these reports, 8o it's probably my fault,
Besides, Af I do them they are right, and
none come back from Corpe."

I didn't argue with him., There are sever-
8l guys like him in the Army. It's too bad
there are not more, He wag that way about
everything he did,

It was torture for him to memorlze any-
thing, yet he memorized the S50-minute speech
he delivered each week, I discussed that
with him too,

ENobody expescts anybody in the Army to
memorize an hour'a lecture every week. All
you have to do, trooper, is take a few notes,
and glance at them from time to time, Either
that, or break the subleot into sectione and
detail three or four men from the oompany to
give saoh one,.®

Continued next column

"I xnow all that," he sald, "But this way
I know that the men who llaeten to me will go
away knowing what the eubjeot 1as all about,
And when I look them in the eyes, they don't
fall asleesp,*

He wse right, the hard way, but he suf-
fered while getting his epeeches down, Mon-
day and Tueeday nights he wrote his Bpeeoh,
then memorized 1t the remaining nights be-
fore Saturday morning. This wag all done at
night, on hle own time, after putting in a
full day at the I & E office, I have never
seen any Army enlisted man work harder than
he did4 so ooneistently,

Perhaps I have put over my point. Ber-
geant Brittin was eold on the ldea of the
American soldier being the beet informed eol-
dier in the world, It was his Jjob to sell it
to others. He was being paid for it. He did
it, ‘

I wieh I xnew more ‘about his family back-
ground, but I don't. Brittin never spoke of
his family and never received mail from any-
one.

He finally found a Japanesre girl who sult-
ed him, and he entered into whioh was proba-
bly the happilest perlod of hie life, He rent-
ed a small house five miles away from the
compound and rode back and forth each morn-
ing and evening on a bicycle. I didn't see
him much after that and I never met the girl.

I eaw her onoe in a while walting for him
in front of the poet exchange, Bhe wasn't
pretty, even by Oriental standarda, but her
figure was good, and she had the shy old-
faehioned look that 1e quiokly disappearing
from the modern Japaneee girl. I hope ashe
wag good to him, I know she was good for
him.

A few days before I left Japan I ran into
Brittin at the bar in the NCO club. He was
drinking a double ehot. I bought him another

"On me. I'm going home next week."

"Home? Where's that?® he asked.

"I mean the states,"

1¥You should astay here, There's nothing
in the states. Anything that will happen
will happen here, You'll miss out."

*Thirty monthe is enouqh for me."

iT'm never golng back.

*Why not?"

T ]ike it here. There's nothing 1in the
statee for me."

That was the last time I saw Sergeant
Brittin.

I returned to the states and re-enlisted
in the Air Porce. Knowing that Brittin
never got any mail, I wrote him a couple of
timeg. My letters, as I expected, were never
anewered, The Korean fighting came along and
I read everything I could ooncerning the
24th Infantry Divieion,

The other day I read where Sergeant
Brittin got the Medal of Honor. As a squad
leader he killed 20 enemy soldiere and des-
troyed four automatio guns. As he charged
the fourth heavily defended position after
deatroying the first three he ran into a
burat of automatic fire and was killled in-
atantly. After I read the pieoe in the paper
I wept. I wept and I don't know why.

If any eoldier in Korea knew what he was
fighting for, Bergeant Brittin knew, Per-
hapa T wept heganae T 4idn't knew, ani
never will,

sasacee

RAY DENDE

One of our most falthful members is Ray
Dende (724 Ord. B-46 to 10-47), We asked
Ray to send us a family pioture ae we want
to start featuring groups in the "Taro Leaf!
Ray sent us a family group, only it was a
family minus Ray. At any rate, we reproduce
1t herewith. It inoludes Helen, Ray's love-
1y young wife, and their firet born,Christine
We hope you like it as muoh as we like belng
able to show it to you, We're looking for-
ward to meeting you in Columbus, Helen.

POW!S

As fast as we are able to determine the
home addrese of each of the 24th Div, POW'S
in Korean, we are sending his parent or wife
an honorary membership in the Aesoociation.
80 far, the following membershipe have been
presented:

Kr. & Mrs. Paul A. Beokwith, Meriden, Kane,
Son - Harold W. Beckwith

Mrs. Bylvia Banlister, Arkansag City, Kans.
Son - Kenneth A. Banieter

Mr, & Mrs. Fred J. Butler, Marston, Mo.
Bon - Frederlok J. Butler, Jr,

Mrs, Nellle Hurd, OGreat Bend, Kans.
8on - George H. Calvin

Mre, Henrletta A, Baundere, St. Joseph, Mo.
3on - Charles E. Corey

Mr. & Mre, Mlllard B. DeGraw, Portageville,
Bon - Bobby R, DeOraw Mo,

Mrs, Julla C. Field, Holsington, Kans.
8on - Maurloe E. Field

Mrs. Myrtle Snider, Broeley, Mo.
8on - Coy D. Forest

Mra. Minnie Woody, Carthersville, Mo.
Son - Robert H. Ghyers

Mr. Robert L. Harp, Chillicothe, Mo.
Brother ~ Edward G. Haye

Mr. & Mra. Chrietopher C. Hewitt, Council
Grove, Mo.
Bon - Roy E. Hewitt

Mr. & Mrs. Rlley 0. Hawkins, Willow Spring,
Bon - Harold L. Hawkins Mo,

Mr. & Mrs. Frank W. Henson, Elvina, Mo.
8on - Delbert O Henson

Mr. & Mre, Stanley Kaczorek, S8t. Louls, Mo,
Bon - Chester A, Kaozorek

Mre. Dorothy 8. Moore, Topekxa, Kane,
Bon -~ James R, Moore

Mres., Emma 8lagle, Narka, Kana.
8on - Donald L. Slagle

Mr. & Mrs. Charlee T. Watkins, S8t,Louis, Mo.
Bon - Fisher Watkins

snunune
*THEY ARE SPLENDID IN EVERY WAY...."

M/3gt Willle C. Gibson (Burlington, N.C.)
took up bowling on a hill near the Naktong
River and the North Korean Army lost eight
machine guns complete with crewa, It all
astarted, his buddiee of A, 34th, say when
the N K's tried to establish squatter’'s
rights to a hill which was under the epeo-
ial protection of Sgt. Gibson's platoon. In
the ensuing argument, 8ix NK maohine guns
and orews permanently lost interest in the
real estate business. But the remaining two
balked the attempts of Gibson and his men
to evict them by rifle and GAR fire. Finally
with his ammunition almost exhausted, Willie
took up bowling. Moving up oclose with a
hand grenade in either hand, he made a per=-
fect delivery down the alley to a machine
gun position, It was a strike, Again Gib-
- & a—gronade dowmr—th the
NK real eatate company lost its option in a
hurry. This waan't the first argument over
real eatate that the 32 year 0ld veteran has
helped to settle. He spent 16 months in
Europe when the late Herr Hitler had ideas
for staking olaime around the world, But
Sgt, Gibson admitted 1t's the first time
he's ever bowled, He sald that when he goes
home, he plans to learn to play the game
with regulation balls!. ..... Binoe the 2h4th
Div, led United Nation troops into embattled
Korea, it has won plaudite round the world,
but the highest aococolade to its fighting
prowess has been awarded by the enemy ! Twice
in recent propaganda broadoasts, Seoul Cilty
Sue has singled out the 24th for speoial
threate of annihilation, The latest threat
ocame after the Division liquidated more than
3,000 of Sue's compatriots in the Naktong
River bulge. Acocording to Sue, the Korean
Red Army intended to wipe out the 24th Div.
regardless of the outcome of the war., Her
nervously voiced threat drew broad grins
from 24th Div. listeners here, 8ald one
ocombat veteran of the entire campaign: *If
they oouldn't knock us out when we were all
alone, they'll play hell doing it with all
of the help we got now!", .. ...
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A RESOLUTION ADDRESSED T0O THE CONGRESS BY
TAE 24th INFANTRY DIVISION AS3OCIATION

We have noted with extreme intereet durlng
the peet few months that the shedes of Monte-
zuma and Trinoll are once more et large.
Volcea echo on the floor of Congress with a
remarkable uniformity of expresalon. These
volces nave provoked a flood of bllle, also
of remarkacle uniformity -- "only the Marire
Corpe cen provide an economical and efficl-
ent fighting force; therefore, there must oe
no fewer than 400,000 Merines with thelr
Commandent seated on the Jolnt Chiefs of
staff,"

We marvel thet these volices should accept
f0 blindly the informetion given to them,

Yet we realize that the Marines are Jjealous
of the record and we cen look on with some
tolerance,

e do wigh, however, to beetow our offi-
clz2l recognition upon tre distinguiahed re-
cord of the United States Merine Corps and
upoon the 1ndlvicual spirit and gallantry of
1ts members, They ere comradee-in-arms,
Their performence on the obattleflelds is of
the nlgnheet order which can epeak for 1tselfl
without extravazent propaganda,

Accordingly, we address ourselves, on a
few mattere of officlal record, to the many
volces oleiming Lo Bpeak for wie mélioce.

Duving World War II, we participated in
gix majlor emphltious operations. Tnlis was
not equalled by any of the six Merine divi-
sione,

le were overseas during actual hostilitise
from the beqlnnlng to the end; in fact, we've
never been "irome." No Marine dlvieion ex-
ceeded thies record.

In regard to the days of actual combat,
the numoers of enemy taken prisoner, and the
milee of territnry covered in the course of
our cempsigne, we 8o far outdistanced the
Marines 1n aggregate that it would only be
embarragaing to them to cite the figures
here.

Those of ua to whom Hollandle, Leyte, Min-
doro, Batuen, Corregldor and Mindanao are
more than geographical locatione, need no
testimony thet the foregolng was accomplished
by hard, bitter fightlng every day and every
mile. To any who might still suffer the
delualon of ore member of Congress who wrote
that the Marines have traditionally done
the most difficult chores in war time," we
simply dlrect their attention to the fact
that the foregolng well-known battles are
but a few of those participated in by the
24th Infantry Division -- and we haven't
even mentloned the Korean War. The record ot
the 2'*th in Kores doee not call for any
recitation herein,

(Continued next column)

We therefore urge the Congresas of the
United States, in the interest of constitut-
ing an economical and efficient fighting
force, to provide thet the 24th Infantry
Division be raised to a strength of not less
than 600,000 men and that their Commander be
seated as & member of the Joint Chiefs of
Steff,

LT Y 2
PAPASAN KAYE PUSHES PENCIL FOR ASSOC.

Who will ever forget "Pappy® of the Div,
G-/ set up in the long run from Australia
to Mindenao?

Bill,who admits that he's quite busy on
"minor mattera such as earning a living,
etc." (Ed.Note.-Pappy, true to form,.is as
subtle aa a crutch) found time out to ad-
dreas aoout a thousand poet cards to pros-
pective members,

Should you want his address, it's 438
Boynton Ave., Berkeley 7 Celif,

e are very much indebted to you, Bill,
for your much needed asalstance,

#enhane

800-DE 8SU KA?

Cept, Charlie Robinson (L-3% from 11-'44
to B-'L6) of Midway, Pa, 1is in Div, (=2
Bection of the Tra DIlv, 1nm Korea, ~Harryom
back, Chick!

Ahnnene
YELL, WHAT D'YA KNOW !

John C. McCabe (Ho. Co., 2né Bn., 34th
from Aug, 'L4 to Feb. '45) 1s & nostal em-
ployee out in 'Frisco..... Lloyd Price
(Div. Hq.) returned from a trip to Europe
only to find & new Job walting for him. He's
now Promotion Msnager of the Dallae, Texas
"Timea Hereld." Fine going, Lloyd..... Paul
C. Duncen (from Apr. 1942 to Jan.1945) 18 a
member of thne law firm of Plerce, Rucker,
Mock, Tabor end Duncan, in Oklahoma City.

He says he hes a pre-war ‘and a post-war
child. "The famlly and law practice Xxeep

me on the hop," he adde,.. Roger Richard-
aon hea Jjust graduated from the Spartan
School »f Aeronautice in Tulsa, Okla, He's
now back at home at 1030 Lincoln ¥.W,, K South
Rend, 16, Ind,

LR

ATTACHED FOR RATIONS

Col. George A. Mildonlan (19th) up in
Portlend, Maine, recently sent us a llst of
prospects wnich we didn't heve before.
Thenke, George.. Paul Bellele (L 19 from
12-'42 to 1~'45) reminds us of the time when
he wes sectlon leader of the 60mm mortars in
Love Compeny. Peul got it on Oct, 20th,
1944, the same night that Harold Moon (MH)
got his. Paul 18 now working 2e a watch re-
peirman for E. Ingraham Co., the clock peo-
ole in Brietol, Conn. Paul hae & wife and
L year old daughter and adds: "The Bristol
SevinFs SEnk and I own our 1ittle home %

38 Jenninge Rd. in Sristol. Drop in any

LTS 2

NOW HEAR THIS !

With 24th Div. in Korea-- Reglmental
Com-ander Col. Herbert J. Vander Helde
watcned with pride es the 2d Bn. of the 2let
Inf, nlunged into bunker~filled Chinese
territory. FEverything wes golng smoothly,
with the 6th Tank Bn, lending supporting fire
and blesting tunkere as the infantry moved
up taxing ground., Eaey Company tonk its
objective in record time., Fox Company met
onpoaltion in Chinese mines. One mine blew
PFC Edward Therrisult 15 feet 1nto the alr,
only shaking him up. BAR man PFC Bill
Bethell ouickly put up 8 walking well of
fire into the enemy. Fox Company took its
obJective, Then George Company met heavy
oppomition ancd bore the brunt of an angry
retaliation. Col. Vander Helde ruehed to
the soene. The company was almost cut off,
emmo wAg low and the heavy numbers of Chi-
nese threstened to nush the company back.
The colonel grabbed a carbine from PFC
Cheater Kelata, Kalata, who had been flring,
aald, "The colonel sure was mad, He started
firing into tncm llke crazy." The tide of
battle turned then and the battalion won 1its
obJective,

THE GRAPE VINE

Victor E. Devia (presently w/ Mortar Co.,
5th in Korea) recently sent us over 300 names
of prosvective Association members. He
flatters us with nis comment: "We wish you
every success in your efforts and all agree
to the great merit of your endeavor." Them's
kind words, Vic..... Dave Payne (llth F)
was back on duty for a year, He was released
last October and 18 now in a wholesale pro-
duce firm in Springfield, Mo. He tells us
that Bill Wolfrum {21st) is at Cornell Uni-
verslity and that Bob Livingston (13th F.)

18 at Missouri University, He also tells use
that Col. A,J.Evans (21et) ie Deputy Com-
mander at Ft. Leonard Wood, Mo, Thanks for
all the news, Dave..... Art Geiringer (AT,
19th) writes us from Cincinnati, as follows:
"I annreclate the T.L. in whatever form it
takee, I am sure most of us greatly appre-
clate the time and effort you folke are put-
ting into the sheet.® Thank you, Art, ¥e're
trying to cater to all interests, and you
members certainly represent a variety of
such..... Alex Thomas (4 yras. w/ 52F)
writes ue on a latterhead that reade: "Alex
R. Thomes & Co., Growers - Packers - Shippers
Okianh, California." Alex wante to know why
we don't have a West Coast convention, Read
elsewhere in thie issue, Alex. He advisee
us that "a woman is like a salad -- muoh
depende on the dressing."

wERawaw
BUM ADDRESSES

Mail eddressed to quite a few paid up
members 1s coming back to us with that
tragic marking all over the envelope, "Moved
Addreesa Unknown.® Can anyone help ue locate
tncee fellows?

Marvin O. Reichman (21lst)
6850 Eeat End Ave.
Chicago, Ill.

Robert L. Berner
3801 8. Oliver
Wichita 15, Kans.

Lt. Gene Coats
0.%.3., Box 326
Lowry A.F. Bese Inf,

Denver, Colo, APO 24 c/o PM, S.F,

Col, James F, Pearsall
Log Cabin Farms

RD 2--RT. 290

Eagt Strendesherz, Pa.

3gt. Angelo Didonato

Sv. Btry. - 103 F.A. Bn.
43 Inf. Div,

Jemes E, Purke, Jr.
Matteson, Ill,

John E. Quinlan
9127 8. Empex Ave,
Chicago, Il1,

S8gt. Gale 3. Moore
Ho,Co.,let Bn,.,21lst

wunanen
BUNA ALL OVER AGAIN

No clvilien wlll ever know what it is like
to crouch alone or with a few companlona all
aignt 1n a hole in the ground 1n an unknown,
unfriendly country where every sound may sig-

“2T1 WAV aman o A Anath Mha Tada whao oa
e

through this night after night - and day af-
ter day - are fighting the hardest kind of
wer, Yet we learned to fight it and to win
1t -- to beat the enemy at his own geme ~~
firet during the Buna campaign in New Guinea
and then through the other Paciflc lslande.
{(Lt. Gen, Robert L. Eichelberger in "Newa-
week," Sent, 11, 1950.)

.

ROGER, OVER AND OUT
Bob Malone (2lst) 1e busy at Ft, Bliss,

Tex. You can addrees him at Qtrs. 554 on
the post, Thanke for the names of new pros-—
oects, Bob,.... Wonder why a girl waite

until the kiee 18 over before slapping the
man's face.,..... Have you noticed any
changes in editorlal policy? For one thing,
we are trying to refrain from too much men-
tion of dues in every issue, It doesn't
make news == the kind of news you members
want, Agree?..... Any glrl can usually
land a man 1f she uses some come-on sense.,.
Julius Joaz (Al9) who was with us in the
fleeh in Detrolt, along with hie lovely
wife Stephanie, is addressing postal cards
for us. Thenke, Jullus,.... Some fur coate
are sheep at any price,,... Doc Erner Jones
(21t from 6-'43 to 11-'45) 1e practlicing at
Little Rock, Ark. He etates that he sow
Jeneral Woodruff at Polk last summer.....

Renprnen
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A FEW WORDS ON 6TH MED. TK. BN.

It's a long and glorious hiatory that
dates the 6th Med, Tk. Bn. baok to WWI days.
It was oonstituted and organized in England
on 25 April 1918 ae the 1lst Bn, Tank Csnter,
It was redesignated as the 326th Battallon,
Tank Corpe on 6 June 1918 and as the 344th
Battalion Tank on 12 Sept. 1918.

In 1921, 1t became the 15th Tank Batta-
lion, 18t Tank OGroup. In 1929, it was
changed to 2nd Battalion, 1st Tank Regiment.
In 1932, in true Army fashion, it was again
changed; this time to 2nd Bat., 66th Inf.
(Light Tanks),

In July of 1940 1t became asaigned to the
2nd Armored Division. It wae reorganized
in March of 1946 with the addition of two
companiee of the 67th Armored Regiment and
wae redesignated 6th Tank Battalion, 2nd
Armored Divieion with Able, Baker, Charlie,
Dog and Servioe Companies.

It beoame a separate Medium Tank Batta-
lion on 30 Bept. 1948,

It's battle honors include:

World wWar I
St. Mihlel
Meuse-Argonne

World War II
Algeria-French Morocco (with arrow-
head)
91011y (with arrowhead)
Normandy
Northern France
Rhineland
Ardennes-Alsace
Central Europs

Company A entitled to Silver Band on
guidon staff, insoribed SOMME OFFENSIVE.

Service Company entitled to Silver Band
on guidon staff, inscribed FRANCE, WWI,

UNIT DECORATIONS:

Distinguished Unit Streamer embroidered
NORMANDY

Streamer in the oolors of the Belglan
Croix de CGuerre embroldered BELGIUM

Streamer in the colors of the Belglan
Crolx de Guerre embroidered ARDENNES

Fourragere in the colors of the Belgian
Croix de Guerre :

8treamer in the colors of the French
Croix de CGuerre with Palm, embroidered ST.LO

REUNION TIME 1952

Reunion time for the 24th Div. Assoc.
national officers covers a period of several
monthe, The work on the !52 Reunion actually
began last August when the Conventlon was
officially awarded to Columbus at the Detroit
Reunion.

Ken Roes and his Reunion Committee have
been performing diligently in the trememdous
task of making the necessary plans and ar-
rangements for a successful and happy get-
together of all "Taro Leafers.”

During the next flve months, the work of
the Committee will gain momentum and as we
procec6 you will be kept fully informed re-

garding the plans for your complete enjoy-

ment., o ey =

The headquarters of the Reunion will be at
the Deshler Walleok Hotel and the program of
events for the three days will far surpass
any former sefforts of the Assocolation.

Plan that vacation now to coincide with
the Reunion., Figure now on that weekend 1in
August in Ohlo.

You were a front line soldier =-- now be
a front line member and arrange to meet with
us all in Columbus,

teeenne

CARPENTER GETS HELD UP

Jim Mims of Mldland, Tex., la not asleep.
He recently wrote ua: "*Have a carpenter
working on my houss who was in the 34th
Regt. Will get him signed up before he
leaves the Jjob.® Either he Joins up or he
finds himself working for nothing, eh Jim?

LI 222l

5TR DIV,

Ma). Gen, Laurence B, Kelser, now command-
ing the 5th Div, at Indiantown Gap, Pa,, 18
interested in all returning combat men being
given thes opportunity to Join thelr combat
divieion assoolation, Capt, Clair M, Wolfe
wrote us about this and we immediately sent
2 load of material down there, We hope we
do some good there,

SOUND
AND TTPIEEZI;T][J<I?{TSK"

Carl and Ginny Neumann (2lst) at Colgate
U, sent us a Chrisetmas card for Bill Verbeok
and asked us to forward it to Bill as they
didn't have Blll's address, We "dood 1t*,
kide. For the record, Bill's address is 2320
N. Florida 8t., Arlington, Va, After we're
able to do & gnod turn like thie in the name
of the Aeeoc., weé settle back with that
pleased look, as though we had just laid an
egg with a doudble yolk. Throw ue your prob-
lems, boys !

LAl L L]

HAL CROSSES "KAI" ONCE AGAIN

Bal Cloore (Div.Hq.-0-3 Sect.,) dropped in
to say “Hello" the other day. He was on his
way to Greece to serve with the U,S. M1il.Aid
Mission. His new address, Casual Mall Dir.,
APO 206 c/o P.M., New York, N.Y. Hal jJust
completed a tour at 5th Army HAqs, in Chicago
where our own A,C.B8mith is Army Commander.

LT
SMELES PROM THE REMTALNY

Mark and Elsa Kreidberg (Div.Hq.-G-3) re-
port that Ellie Fuller (Div.Hq.,0-3 from
12-46 to 4-49) is back with Career Mgt., in
the A.0.0., Pentagon,after a tour with the
2nd Div. in Xorea. We're glad you made it
back home, Ellls.

Snacene

Jack Denny (1lth F. from 4-10-41 to 3-4=
45) of Lexington, Ky., has Just reported in,
He's a salesman for Farmer Motor Co. selling
Studebakers, Jack and his wife have 2 chlld-
ren, both girls, agese 44 and 1. We hope you
oan make it to Columbdbua in August, Jack,
What are you driving these days, a Pontiac?

RENG00e

RUTH AND TCOM SCHMITZ2 CHECK IN

Ruth and Tom Schmitz (19th) have Jjust
sent in word that they'll both be in Colum-
bue in August, They are the first to indi-
cate their intentions, Thanks, kids. Now
let's add to the list they've started. Who
will be next to say *Yes"?

KReeane

ROY STOFFEL DOES IT

Roy and Alma Stoffel (19th) report the
birth of twine on Sept., 30, 1951. Roy re-
minds us of the propaganda going around ths
South Pacific in the old days. He says that
atabrine bueineees wag "pure bunk” and has
Bobby and Barbara Stoffel to prove 1t,

.. In.a P.S., Roy adds: “Upon request, I!l11
give you my formula for twing.* That's a
deal, Roy; you eend it along and we'll pub-
lish 1%,

TALKING SHOP

We have collected together some figures on
rallroad fares between various cities and
Columbus, Ohlo, These figuree represent
round trip fares and include the tax, We'll

e looking for you in Columbus in August.

Hers they are:

To Columbus, Ohilo
From -- and return

8t. Louls, Mo, $29.84
Chicago, Ill, 23.29
Minneapolis, Minn, uh 39
Detroit, Mioch, 14,19
Los Angeles, Cal, 123.63
San Franoisco, Cal. 123.63
Seattle, Wash, 114,25
Boston, Mass, 56,67
New York, N.Y, 51,75
Syracuso, N.Y. 31.80
Philadelphia, Pa. 35.82
Washington, D.C. 32.55
Memphis, Tenn. 35.06
Kansas City, Mo. b4, 33

MORE LIABION

H. V. Porter, National Seoretary of the
Society of the Fifth Division, writes us,
"This is a mighty nice magazine of which you
can be Justly proud.* Thank you, kind sir,
Just for that, if we know of anyone who wore
the red dlamond, we!ll give them your nams,
He's at 289 Blackhawk Rd., Riverside, Ill.,
Harry Sauleen, Secretary of the Assoc. of
the 8ixth Infantry Divielon, advises ue that
their strength ie around 2600. We'll see 1if
we can't help you grow, Rarry, by referring
friende who served with you to you at 5325
Hiawatha Ave., Mlnneapolis 17, Minn,........
Qur silster division, the Lightnin' 25th, ha
an Assoc. now, Write to Tom Badger, P,0.Box
101, Arlington, Va, for information. They
put out a paper called, "Tropic Lightning
Flashes." We're looking for our copy of it,
Tom; where is 1t?..... The Yankee Divialon
Assoo. (26th Div.) has about 3500 paid-up
members., And we thought we were big. H.Ouy
Watte, i1s National Secretary and may be lo-
cated at 200 Huntington Ave., Boston, Masse...
Theee Assoolations are working together,
Let's pitoh in and give them each a hand
wherever possible,.

LA XYY}

BACKSTAGE

GENERAL ORDERS 77, DEPT. OF THE ARMY,
SEPT, 5, 1951

Another Disestinguished Unit Citation has
been conferred in the name of the Prealdent
88 publio evidence of deserved honor and dis-
tinction. The latest one of particular in-
tereat to ue reads:

Headcuarters and Headquarters Company and
Medical Compan 21st Infantry Regiment,
20th Infantry Division (second award), dis-
tinguished themaeelvea by extraordinary hero-
ism and outstanding performance in action
against an armed enemy near Banghongj)ong-ni,
Korea, on 27 May 1951. When forward elements
of the 2let Infantry Regiment raced through
enemy forces and made contact with units of
a friendly division on thelr right, a largs
number of the Chinese Communigts Army were
effeotively sealed off within the trap. Head-
quartera and Headquarters Company and Medical
Company formed a Joint perimeter defense far
from any supporting rifle unite of the regi-
ment, At about 0200 hours, this perimeter
wag attacked by aspproximately 300 well-armed
enemy troops trying to break through to
their own linee. A hastily bolstered defense
repulesed their attack with heavy losses. The
brunt of the 1initial phase of the first
attack was taken by the Medical Company.
Here, such deedly fire was placed on the ad-
vancing snemy that they were thrown into
oonfusion momentarily, but soon recovered
and repsumed the assault, finally being thron
back after suffering heavy casualties. With-
drawing to high ground, the enemy placed
sutomd tho—weapotmfire—frntothepertaeier,
bringing the entire area under harassing
fire. This fire was 1ifted from time to time
as the enemy made repsated attacke every 30
to 50 minutes until daylight. These attaoks
increaged in strength and determination, Men
were shifted to meet each new threat as 1t
developed, turning every attack into a bit-
ter defeat for the enemy. During these en-
counters, rifle butts, bayonets, fiate, and,
on one occasion, an axe were used to the
best possible advantage. At about 0630 hours,
more enemy were observed heading down a val=-
ley toward the command post area, Every
avallable man was alerted to stop them and
this enemy foroe was engaged and thrown back,
At this time, units of a friendly regiment
arrived on the scene and soattered engage-
ments continued until 1100 hours, Enemy
casualties were 300 dead, approximately 250
wounded, and 450 prisoners taken, Thie hero-
ic defense sgainet tremendous odds was ao-
oomplished by relatively untrained men,
unueed to close combat, whose duties were
aoetly administrativs, Headquarters and
Aeadquarters Company and Medloal Company,
21et Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry Divi-
slon, dleplayed such gallantry, determina-
tion, and esprit de corpe in accomplishing
thelir mission under extremely difficult and
hazardous conditions aa to set them apart
and above othsr unite partioipating in thia
campalgn, and by their extraordinarily hero-
1o conduct they brought great credit on
themeelves and the military eervice of the
United States,
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e 5 STORK
S PATROL
Allce and Bob Redmond (19th) srnounces the
errival of E6na Elizabeth on Sent. 15th.
Thet'e wonferful news, kides. Congratulations
Likewire our best to Charlle Anderson

éf Linn Grove, Iowa whose wife presented hlm
«ith John Charles Anderson on May 24, 1951.

sunesen

FA¥OUS LAST 'WORDS

Fred Putz of Lacona, Iows, "Glen" ees we
knew him, now hsa twn hoys a2nd a glrl,so
writea Mra. Fred, We are carrylng on some
celightful corresnondence with the ladles,
boya, Better watch out..... Roy Flury
(34tn) writes us from Flint, Mich, He says
he Just returned from the Yest Cosat where he
ran into M. L. Cotelo {C-3%) of Nonterey,
Celif. who had never heerd of the Assocla-
tion. Roy bundled up hie 0lé Taro Leafs the
other ¢ay end sent them to him., That's the
onirit, Roy. Many thanx.. . Frencia X.
Linner (19th) ie Chlef of Police in Pittston,
Pern, Soeedera and all other holders of
vellow ticketa will form s line behind me....
lie regret to advlise that Ken Herring (21) was
k1lled in an suto accident two yecre Aago. We
are rendlng the Tero Leaf to hie mnther, #rs,
Ethel Herring, 7124 E, 8th St., Chevenne,
Wyo.

LT 2]

WE!RE SLIPPING THIS IN BEHIND
JOE PEYTON'S BACK

Aes we go to press, our indefatigable
Becretary, Joe Peyton, has Just returned
from the hospital., There oan be no denyling
but that the Secretaryship has had its share
in bringing him to the point where he final-
1y had to *turn himself in." By hook and/or
crook, we have carried on in his absence,
The amooth working administrative team has
kent moving, in the words of a well known
gentleman, "without the slightest slacken-
ing in its forward movement," We're grate-
ful that Joe 1s back but we understand only
too well the full meaning of the medic's
orders which he gave to Joe when he turned
him looes: "Take it easy." Joe doean't
know it but he ie going to ease off as far
as his dutlee in the Assoc. are concerned.
He 18 because we're golng to help him to do
1t. Our best wishes go with you, Joe. We
will not forget the enthuslasm and loyalty
which you have given to your work, all in
our behalf,

(XXX 22

ITCHY-NEE-SAN-SI-GO

Joe nes (Div. Hq. 8-45 to 6-46) has just
written us as follows:

"] am not aware that the Assoclatlion has
declared any attendance contests to bring
forth the biggest outfit representatlon dur-
ing the coming Reunlion at Columbus, Ohio.

fRegardless, this 18 a notice to all
shat the undsrsigned, renresenting Mv Aq,
challenges representatives, self-appointed
or otherwise, of any other outflts 1in the
Division to form ranks, 1n order to bring
out the best showing ever made at a 24th
Divieion Reunion.

"Div, Hq. has conslstently ranked first
in attendance and will do so agaln in '52.°

Wwe have taken the liberty of inserting
your commerts in the "Taro Leaf*, Joe,
whereby we may notlfy members of all other
units of the Divlision that the raoe 1s on.
We'll see you in Columbue, Joe. Be sure to
bring Marion.

snnanns

iIchier" M., Ray Hancook (Div.Hq.) writes
us that he 18 busy out at III Corps Hq.,
Camp MacArthur, Ccallf, BRe says that Maj.
Oeorge Tilber, formerly of the 21s8t, is in
the G-2 section there as ia Capt. Norman
Ward formerly of our Div, Hq. Chief is with
the "Who's-mad-at-who-Department® (IG Sec-—
tion to you) out there,

[YYYYY Y
"DES" ANSWERS ADJUTANT'S CALL

Lt. Col. A, A, D'Esmond (19th) recently
joined up., "Des"™ 1s now assigned to (-1,
USARPAC, APO 958, c/o PM, 'Frisco. 1It's
good to know about those sllver leaves, Des.
Keep it up. Thsre'll be stars on those
shouldsrs some day.

NAME

$1.00 PRE-REGISTRATION APPLICATION :

Attached find 81.00 to cover my REGISTRATION fee for the 1952 :
REUNION, to be held in Coluwbus, Ohio, Auguet 15, 16 & 17, 1952:

ADDRESS

%

CITY & STATE

SERVICE UNIT

I will bring with me

B

(Co., B'%ry, Bn., and Kegt.]
other people, :

: Mall to Joseph I, Peyton, Sec'y., 131 N, Culver 38t,, H
Baltimore, Maryland

LB HOLRRPRRD

Yeseir,that's what the 1'l 0ld gal says--
"WANTED"--and she means it. She wants you
to s8it yourself right down and fill out the
above form and send it in to Joe Peyton
right away. It’s all 'cuz some of us
birds has got a lot of figurin' to do in
connectlion with this here affair at
Columbus in August. It may seem like a
alghty plece away but it aint. We are

moet anxious to determine as early as

posaible the approximate number of members and

wives or friends who are planning to attend the

With a reasonable estimate at
hand,upon which to base intelligent operational and
logistical support plans,the success of the party is
It promises to be a grand
get-together anyway;we just want to make it a little
bit better than you anticipate. That means surprises-
and surprises mean prior planning-and prior planning
means knowing what you people are likely to be doing
come next Auguat. We want to be really ready-oops,

a 8plit infinitive;sorry-when you fellows and gals
descend upon us out there next summer,that's all.

To that end,wont you help us more than Jjust a little

by filling out the above form and sending it in to

Columbus Convention.

Just that much more assured.

Joes Peyton TODAY? Thanx a million.

rRENRER

A PAIR OF BOX CARS

The 34th Infantry Assoc. oontinues its
good work under Dom Monto's leadership in
bringing us members, £xel Poland, 41-13 Ver-
non Blvd,, Long Island City, N.Y, is the
corresponding secretary in case you want to
contact the 34th, Bob Jolomon, a loyal
"Dragon”, has just eent in membershipse in

_our Assoc. for Fred lLacer and Warren Leonard.

We are exceedingly grateful to the 7%tH and
those members thereof who are especlally en-
thuslaetic about our own Associatlon.

HERRRRN
We're in trouble when we do; we're in
trouble when we don't -- 8o here we go agaln,

We had one letter of complaint because we
uaed jokss in our September issue s0 we
avolded them in our succeeding three lssues.
Then we recelved thirty-two letters wanting
to know why we stopped,

That oonvinced us !

We belleve that this paper is for Bol-
dlers (past and present) and we've yet to
meet a soldier who didn't like a good story,

Try these out on your plano:

A sweet young thing entered the doctor's
office, "Doc," she said, "I need an opera-
tion,"

"Ma jor?'asked the doctor.

"No," replied the girl, "a darned second
lieutenant,”

(21X L]

Three salesmen were sitting in a bar., Bald
the liquor salesman, "I hate to see & woman
drinking alone.® S8ald ths grocery saleeman,
*] hate to see a woman eating alone," But
the mattrese salesman, being a gentleman,
8aid nothing.

LT 2223

A mess sergeant was trying to pacify a
soldier complaining about the iesue of bread,
He sald, "Qult beefin'. If Napoleon's sol-
dlers had had that break when they crossed
the Alps, they'd have been happy.”

*Maybe," came back the GI, "but it was
fresh then !"

[IXX T Y]

A LITTLE POI

We have it on good author that Colonele
Mooreman, Carey and Bing are hinding

L1222 )
We have 1t on good author that Colonsls

Moorman, Carey and Bing are hiding out in the
Pentagon. How about 1t, boys?
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Lt, Col. Urban Throm (Div.B8urg.) wrote ue
from the Army and Navy Hospital, Hot Springs
National Park, Ark. recently, "Buburban Ur-
ban® was aotive on our 1950 Membership Drive
sending out several hundred invitatione to

oin for us. He'es honest about 1ty he says
Jackie® helped him,

Urb wante us to send sample Taro Leafa to
the varioue military hoepitals,

Ae also got us a lot of favorable pub-
licity in the paper at the hospital there.

Urdb 18 a very active and loyal member,
Mahalo, Urb!

atssses

*KANAKA" GOES AUTHOR

Mark Xreldberg is writing a book in the
Pentagon, He 8till has time to think of us,
however, and pase on what news he runs into
down there in the corridors, He reporte that
Will Willoughby (Div.Hq.-Spec,Trps. Comman-
der) has gone to Pakistan, Rosemary and the
4 xide are staying behind on the farm near
Broad Run, Va. Mark aleo reportes that Capt.
Webel with our Div,G-2 in Japan won a D,8.C.
for himself and is now an instructor at West
Point, We're checking on this for more de-
tails,

afeasane

"NORWEGIAN CARPENTER" IN ITALY

Lt. Col. Herman Carstensen (Div.Eng.) has
moved to Leghorn, Italy, and Helen has gone
with him, We hope our mail will be forwarded
from Falls Church, Va. We don't know his new

addreess over there, 3

L3212 ]

PEHEA OE, CHAPLAIN?

Chaplain Sugg 1s reported to be at the
8.F.P. of E. with Ma). Gen, James A, Leater,
Port Commander,

onNRaNLs

IRVING FOR PRESIDENT

Sue MoNeely, widow of our good friend
John McNeeley {C-19th) (KIA Oot. 20, 1944) 1s
one of our staunchest rooters. When the Opin-
ion Poll went out, Sue turned her answer in
with a vote for Fred Irving as next Presl-
dent of the U.8, We smiled at first but the
idea began to grow on us. The more we've
thought about it, the better we like the
idea,

Bue is moving into a new house at 1720
Truman Rd., Charlotte, N.C. Can't be an
Irving supporter and live on Truman R4, ,Bue,

LOOKING FOR

Mail addreesed to Lt., Wm, C. Hadley,
(G-19th) at the Divieion in Korea is being
returned to us, Does anyone know Bill's
stateside addrese? He's not getting his
Taro Leafa; we are "via return mail."

fNeKSaee

GENE COATB GOES TO AIR FORCE

Lt. Gene Coats (34th) is now with Hq. 8q.,
2 ABG Hunter AFB, Savannah, Ga, Gene got
out in '46, graduated from Ball State
Teachers College (Muncie, Ind.) in '50 and
went on active duty with the USAF in '50.
He's statistical eervices officer with the
2nd Bomb Wing. 1Ie that good, Gene?

.......'
CLYDE LONGWORTH BECDMES LECTURER

M/Sgt, Clyde Longworth, now at the Army
Base in Boston, Mass., 18 a red hot rooter
for the 24th, Clyde was with the old Divi-
eion during the first 14 monthe in Korea,
Recently at Fort Rodman he served with Xen
Roes who was there for a short tour of duty.
Clyde epoke one evening to & group at the
Fort and told of some of his experiencee. He
introduced hie remarks by describing the
first night after they landed in Korea when
they were bllleted in the University of
Pusan, Clyde says the boys called it "Pusan
U.* Clyde i8 an A-1 24th rooter. All of his
remarks are prefaced with words of pralse
for his "ole outfit,” wo_lxx!,¥puxthya1tl,
Clyde. You practice it; you don'tv preach it,

aSessene

TANKER BACK

Capt. Frank 8pencer went from the 6th Tk.
Bn. to E-21 laet October, Then he was hospi-
talized and our last word is that he's now
back at 8833 Bouth Elizabeth 8t., Chicago.
We're glad to welcome you home, Spenoce,

LA L X2 L

PEANUTS IN CHICAGO

John "Peanuts” Ruggaber (Div.Rq.-G-4)
wrote ue reoently. Re's now at 5th Army Hq.
in Chiocago, He and Killie are 1living out in
Park Forest. Peanuts gives us lots of poop
whioh we're able to use in this issue.
That's one thing about army people, they do
keep informed about each other. In the aray,
news spreads as rapldly as a trade seoret
about a new ocarburetor in Detrolit.

Stenene
CRAPLAIN KURPHY AT JAY
Capt. Joseph J. Murphy (19th Inf.) of

Cambridge, Mase, is the new Post Chaplain at
Fort Jay.

. YWe also g.»épnnhed a #.W
called trne “Ta to
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FOR THE RECORD

A unique question came up twice in the

same mail the other day so we publish the

anewer herewith in the hope that the infor-
mation will interest more than a few, The
question: "When did we begin all this buasi-
ness anywayt"

The first *"Taro Leaf" waa published in
Auguet, 1947.

Here's the complete list of publioations
to date:

Vol. 1, No. 1 - August, 1947
. No. 2 - November 1947
- No. 3 - February, 1948
L] No., 4 - June, 19

Baltimore Bupplement - August 1948
Vol.II, No. 1 - May, 1
. No. 2 - June, 1949

" No. 3 - July, 1949
Vol.III, No. 1 - October 194

R No. 2 - December 1949

b No. 3 - June 1950

. No. 4 - August 1950
Vol, IV, No. 1 - October 1950

. No. 2 - December 1950

A No. 3 - April 1951

L] No. &4 - July 1951

Vol. V, No. 1 September 1951
L]

No. 2 - November 1951
. No. 3 - December 1951
L] No. 4 - January-February 1952

three isaues, Jan. (#1), Feb. (#2), and
April (#3), all in 1951. The "Leaflet” was
designed to be issued in off-monthe when the
"Taro Leaf" was not published.

A oommand decision of last Fall was that
we would attempt a monthly "Taro Leaf"
whereby the "Leaflet” could be eliminated,

The small item of MONEY made it necessary
for us to skip an October, 1951 issue, In
January of this year (1952), so muoh effort
wan expended in winding up the 1951 Member-
ship Drive that there was little time left
for editing the magazlne‘ hence a single
isaue identified as the "January-February
Iesue".

At laet, we're on terra firma. It looks
1ike emooth salling here on in to the end of
the year, Our fingers are orossed,

Oh yes, a parting thought. We have a few
oomplete sets of old issues of the "Taro
Leaf" for anyone who is saving them for any
reagon; and we're happy to aocknowledge that
quite a few of our followsrs are. If you
want a complete set, write Ken Ross. We'll
eend them so long as the supply lasts.

cancace
BERKER UP A GRADE

¥.0. Richard E., Benker was formerly M/Bgt.

genber, He's stationed at the Hgs.,
Chemiocal Center, Maryland, OCongratulations,
Diok.




