THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
ADAMS, STANLEY T.
Rank and organization: Master Sergeant,
19th Infantry Regiment

Company A,

Place and date: Near Sesim-ni, Korea, 4 February 1951
Born: 9 May 1922, DeSoto, KS
Entered service at: Olathe, KS
General Order Number 66, 2 August 1951

Citation:
MSGT Adams (then SFC), Company A, 19th Infantry Regiment, 24th Infantry
Division, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above
and beyond the call of duty in action against an enemy. At approximately 0100
hours, M/Sgt. Adams' platoon, holding an outpost some 200 yards ahead of his
company, came under a determined attack by an estimated 250 enemy
troops. Intense small-arms, machinegun, and mortar fire from 3 sides pressed
the platoon back against the main line of resistance. Observing approximately
150 hostile troops silhouetted against the skyline advancing against his
platoon, M/Sgt. Adams leaped to his feet, urged his men to fix bayonets, and
he, with 13 members of his platoon, charged this hostile force with indomitable
courage. Within 50 yards of the enemy M/Sgt. Adams was knocked to the
ground when pierced in the leg by an enemy bullet. He jumped to his feet and,
ignoring his wound, continued on to close with the enemy when he was
knocked down 4 times from the concussion of grenades which had bounced off
his body. Shouting orders he charged the enemy positions and engaged them
in hand-to-hand combat where man after man fell before his terrific onslaught
with bayonet and rifle butt. After nearly an hour of vicious action M/Sgt. Adams
and his comrades routed the fanatical foe, killing over 50 and forcing the
remainder to withdraw. Upon receiving orders that his battalion was moving
back he provided cover fire while his men withdrew. M/Sgt. Adams' superb
leadership, incredible courage, and consummate devotion to duty so inspired
his comrades that the enemy attack was completely thwarted, saving his
battalion from possible disaster. His sustained personal bravery and
indomitable fighting spirit against overwhelming odds reflect the utmost glory
upon himself and uphold the finest traditions of the infantry and the military
service.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*BRITTIN, NELSON V
Rank/Organization: Sergeant First Class, Company I, 19th
Regiment
Place and date: Vicinity of Yonggong-ni, Korea, 7 March 1951
Entered service at: Audubon, NJ
Birth: Audubon, NJ
General Order Number 12, 1 February 1952

Citation:
SFC Brittin, a member of Company I, distinguished himself by conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action.
Volunteering to lead his squad up a hill, with meager cover against murderous
fire from the enemy, he ordered his squad to give him support and, in the face
of withering fire and bursting shells, he tossed a grenade at the nearest enemy
position. On returning to his squad, he was knocked down and wounded by an
enemy grenade. Refusing medical attention, he replenished his supply of
grenades and returned, hurling grenades into hostile positions and shooting
the enemy as they fled. When his weapon jammed, he leaped without
hesitation into a foxhole and killed the occupants with his bayonet and the butt
of his rifle. He continued to wipe out foxholes and, noting that his squad had
been pinned down, he rushed to the rear of a machinegun position, threw a
grenade into the nest, and ran around to its front, where he killed all 3
occupants with his rifle. Less than 100 yards up the hill, his squad again came
under vicious fire from another camouflaged, sandbagged, machinegun nest
well-flanked by supporting riflemen. SFC Brittin again charged this new
position in an aggressive endeavor to silence this remaining obstacle and ran
direct into a burst of automatic fire which killed him instantly. In his sustained
and driving action, he had killed 20 enemy soldiers and destroyed 4 automatic
weapons. The conspicuous courage, consummate valor, and noble
self-sacrifice displayed by SFC Brittin enabled his inspired company to attain
its objective and reflect the highest glory on himself and the heroic traditions of
the military service.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
DEAN, WILLIAM F. (POW)
Rank and organization: Major General,
commanding general, 24th Infantry Division

U.S.

Army,

Place and date: Taejon, Korea, 20 and 21 July 1950
Entered service at: California
Born: 1 August 1899, Carlyle, IL
General Order Number 7, 16 February 1951

Citation:
Maj. Gen. Dean distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity
at the repeated risk of his life above and beyond the call of duty. In command
of a unit suddenly relieved from occupation duties in Japan and as yet untried
in combat, faced with a ruthless and determined enemy, highly trained and
overwhelmingly superior in numbers, he felt it his duty to take action which to
a man of his military experience and knowledge was clearly apt to result in his
death. He personally and alone attacked an enemy tank while armed only with
a handgrenade. He also directed the fire of his tanks from an exposed position
with neither cover nor concealment while under observed artillery and
small-arm fire. When the town of Taejon was finally overrun he refused to
insure his own safety by leaving with the leading elements but remained
behind organizing his retreating forces, directing stragglers, and was last seen
assisting the wounded to a place of safety. These actions indicate that Maj.
Gen. Dean felt it necessary to sustain the courage and resolution of his troops
by examples of excessive gallantry committed always at the threatened
portions of his frontlines. The magnificent response of his unit to this willing
and cheerful sacrifice, made with full knowledge of its certain cost, is history.
The success of this phase of the campaign is in large measure due to Maj. Gen.
Dean's heroic leadership, courageous and loyal devotion to his men, and his
complete disregard for personal safety.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
DODD, CARL H.
Rank and organization: 1st Lieutenant (then 2d Lt.),
Company E, 5th Regimental Combat Team
Place and date: Near Subuk, Korea, 30 and 31 January
1951
Entered service at: Kenvir, KY
Born: 21 April 1925, Evarts, KY

Citation: General Order Number 37, 4 June 1951
1st Lt. Dodd, Company E, distinguished himself by
conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in
action against the enemy. First Lt. Dodd, given the responsibility of
spearheading an attack to capture Hill 256, a key terrain feature defended by
a well-armed, crafty foe who had withstood several previous assaults, led his
platoon forward over hazardous terrain under hostile small-arms, mortar, and
artillery fire from well-camouflaged enemy emplacements which reached such
intensity that his men faltered. With utter disregard for his safety, 1st Lt. Dodd
moved among his men, reorganized and encouraged them, and then
single-handedly charged the first hostile machinegun nest, killing or wounding
all its occupants. Inspired by his incredible courage, his platoon responded
magnificently and, fixing bayonets and throwing grenades, closed on the
enemy and wiped out every hostile position as it moved relentlessly onward to
its initial objective. Securing the first series of enemy positions, 1st Lt. Dodd
again reorganized his platoon and led them across a narrow ridge and onto Hill
256. Firing his rifle and throwing grenades, he advanced at the head of his
platoon despite the intense concentrated hostile fire which was brought to bear
on their narrow avenue of approach. When his platoon was still 200 yards from
the objective he moved ahead and with his last grenade destroyed an enemy
mortar killing the crew. Darkness then halted the advance but at daybreak 1st
Lt. Dodd, again boldly advancing ahead of his unit, led the platoon through a
dense fog against the remaining hostile positions. With bayonet and grenades
he continued to set pace without regard for the danger to his life, until he and
his troops had eliminated the last of the defenders and had secured the final
objective. First Lt. Dodd's superb leadership and extraordinary heroism
inspired his men to overcome this strong enemy defense reflecting the highest
credit upon himself and upholding the esteemed traditions of the military
service.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*DUKE, RAY E.
Rank/Organization: Sergeant First Class, Company C, 21st
Infantry Regiment
Place and date: Near Mugok, Korea, 26 April 1951
Entered service at: Whitwell (Marion County), TN
Born: 9 May 1923, Whitwell, TN
General Order Number 20, 19 March 1954

Citation: Sfc. Duke, a member of Company C, distinguished himself by
conspicuous gallantry and outstanding courage above and beyond the call of
duty in action against the enemy. Upon learning that several of his men were
isolated and heavily engaged in an area yielded by his platoon when ordered to
withdraw, he led a small force in a daring assault which recovered the position
and the beleaguered men. Another enemy attack in strength resulted in
numerous casualties but Sfc. Duke, although wounded by mortar fragments,
calmly moved along his platoon line to coordinate fields of fire and to urge his
men to hold firm in the bitter encounter. Wounded a second time he received
first aid and returned to his position. When the enemy again attacked shortly
after dawn, despite his wounds, Sfc. Duke repeatedly braved withering fire to
insure maximum defense of each position. Threatened with annihilation and
with mounting casualties, the platoon was again ordered to withdraw when
Sfc. Duke was wounded a third time in both legs and was unable to walk.
Realizing that he was impeding the progress of 2 comrades who were carrying
him from the hill, he urged them to leave him and seek safety. He was last
seen pouring devastating fire into the ranks of the onrushing assailants. The
consummate courage, superb leadership, and heroic actions of Sfc. Duke,
displayed during intensive action against overwhelming odds, reflect the
highest credit upon himself, the infantry, and the U.S. Army.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*HANDRICH, MELVIN O.
Rank/Organization: Master Sergeant, Company C, 5th
Regimental Combat Team
Place and date: Near Sobuk San Mountain, Korea, 25-26
August 1950
Entered service at: Manawa, WI
Born: 26 January 1919, Manawa, WI
General Order Number 60, 2 August 1951

Citation: M/Sgt. Handrich, Company C, distinguished himself by conspicuous
gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action. His
company was engaged in repulsing an estimated 150 enemy who were
threatening to overrun its position. Near midnight on 25 August, a hostile
group over 100 strong attempted to infiltrate the company perimeter. M/Sgt.
Handrich, despite the heavy enemy fire, voluntarily left the comparative safety
of the defensive area and moved to a forward position where he could direct
mortar and artillery fire upon the advancing enemy. He remained at this post
for 8 hours directing fire against the enemy who often approached to within 50
feet of his position. Again, on the morning of 26 August, another strong hostile
force made an attempt to overrun the company's position. With complete
disregard for his safety, M/Sgt. Handrich rose to his feet and from this exposed
position fired his rifle and directed mortar and artillery fire on the attackers. At
the peak of this action he observed elements of his company preparing to
withdraw. He perilously made his way across fire-swept terrain to the defense
area where, by example and forceful leadership, he reorganized the men to
continue the fight. During the action M/Sgt. Handrich was severely wounded.
Refusing to take cover or be evacuated, he returned to his forward position and
continued to direct the company's fire. Later a determined enemy attack
overran M/Sgt. Handrich's position and he was mortally wounded. When the
position was retaken, over 70 enemy dead were counted in the area he had so
intrepidly defended. M/Sgt. Handrich's sustained personal bravery,
consummate courage, and gallant self-sacrifice reflect untold glory upon
himself and the heroic traditions of the military service.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*JORDAN, MACK A.
Rank/Organization: Private First Class, Company K, 21st
Infantry Regiment.
Place and date: Near Kumsong, Korea, 15 November
1951.
Entered service at: Collins, MS.
Born: 8 December 1928, Collins, MS.
General Order Number 3, 8 January 1953

Citation:
Pfc. Jordan, a member of Company K, distinguished himself by conspicuous
gallantry and indomitable courage above and beyond the call of duty in action
against the enemy. As a squad leader of the 3d Platoon, he was participating in
a night attack on key terrain against a fanatical hostile force when the advance
was halted by intense small-arms and automatic-weapons fire and a vicious
barrage of hand grenades. Upon orders for the platoon to withdraw and
reorganize, Pfc. Jordan voluntarily remained behind to provide covering fire.
Crawling toward an enemy machinegun emplacement, he threw 3 grenades
and neutralized the gun. He then rushed the position delivering a devastating
hail of fire, killing several of the enemy and forcing the remainder to fall back
to new positions. He courageously attempted to move forward to silence
another machinegun but, before he could leave his position, the ruthless foe
hurled explosives down the hill and in the ensuing blast both legs were
severed. Despite mortal wounds, he continued to deliver deadly fire and held
off the assailants until the platoon returned. Pfc. Jordan's unflinching courage
and gallant self-sacrifice reflect lasting glory upon himself and uphold the
noble traditions of the infantry and the military service.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*LIBBY, GEORGE D.
Rank/Organization: Sergeant, Company C, 3d Engineer Combat
Battalion
Place and date: Near Taejon, Korea, 20 July 1950
Entered service at: Waterbury, CT
Birth: Bridgton, ME
General Order Number 62, 2 August 1951

Citation: Sgt. Libby distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry and
intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action. While breaking through
an enemy encirclement, the vehicle in which he was riding approached an
enemy roadblock and encountered devastating fire which disabled the truck,
killing or wounding all the passengers except Sgt. Libby. Taking cover in a
ditch Sgt. Libby engaged the enemy and despite the heavy fire crossed the
road twice to administer aid to his wounded comrades. He then hailed a
passing M-5 artillery tractor and helped the wounded aboard. The enemy
directed intense small-arms fire at the driver, and Sgt. Libby, realizing that no
one else could operate the vehicle, placed himself between the driver and the
enemy thereby shielding him while he returned the fire. During this action he
received several wounds in the arms and body. Continuing through the town
the tractor made frequent stops and Sgt. Libby helped more wounded aboard.
Refusing first aid, he continued to shield the driver and return the fire of the
enemy when another roadblock was encountered. Sgt. Libby received
additional wounds but held his position until he lost consciousness. Sgt. Libby's
sustained, heroic actions enabled his comrades to reach friendly lines. His
dauntless courage and gallant self-sacrifice reflect the highest credit upon
himself and uphold the esteemed traditions of the U.S. Army.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
KEEBLE, WOODROW WILSON
Rank/Organization: Master Sergeant, NDNG 164th
Infantry Regiment and G Company, 2nd Battalion, 19th
Infantry Regiment
Entered Service: Wahpeton, ND
Born: May 16, 1917 Waubay, SD (Keeble was a member
of the Sisseton-Wahpeton Oyate Sioux tribe.)

Award date: March 3, 2008
Citation:
Master Sergeant Woodrow W. Keeble distinguished himself by acts of gallantry
and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action with an armed
enemy near Sangsan-ni, Korea, on October 20, 1951. On that day, Master
Sergeant Keeble was an acting platoon leader for the support platoon in
Company G, 19th Infantry, in the attack on Hill 765, a steep and rugged
position that was well defended by the enemy. Leading the support platoon,
Master Sergeant Keeble saw that the attacking elements had become pinned
down on the slope by heavy enemy fire from three well-fortified and
strategically placed enemy positions. With complete disregard for his personal
safety, Master Sergeant Keeble dashed forward and joined the pinned-down
platoon. Then, hugging the ground, Master Sergeant Keeble crawled forward
alone until he was in close proximity to one of the hostile machine-gun
emplacements. Ignoring the heavy fire that the crew trained on him, Master
Sergeant Keeble activated a grenade and threw it with great accuracy,
successfully destroying the position. Continuing his one-man assault, he
moved to the second enemy position and destroyed it with another grenade.
Despite the fact that the enemy troops were now directing their firepower
against him and unleashing a shower of grenades in a frantic attempt to stop
his advance, he moved forward against the third hostile emplacement, and
skillfully neutralized the remaining enemy position. As his comrades moved
forward to join him, Master Sergeant Keeble continued to direct accurate fire
against nearby trenches, inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy. Inspired by
his courage, Company G successfully moved forward and seized its important
objective. The extraordinary courage, selfless service, and devotion to duty
displayed that day by Master Sergeant Keeble was an inspiration to all around
him and reflected great credit upon himself, his unit, and the United States
Army.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*RED CLOUD, MITCHELL, JR.
Rank and organization: Corporal, Company E, 19th
Infantry Regiment
Place and date: Near Chonghyon, Korea, 5 November
1950
Entered service at: Merrilan WI
Born: 2 July 1924, Hatfield, WI (Red Cloud was a member
of the Ho-Chunk Winnebago tribe.)
General Order Number 26, 25 April 1951

Citation:
Cpl. Red Cloud, Company E, distinguished himself by conspicuous gallantry
and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty in action against the enemy.
From his position on the point of a ridge immediately in front of the company
command post he was the first to detect the approach of the Chinese
Communist forces and give the alarm as the enemy charged from a
brush-covered area less than 100 feet from him. Springing up he delivered
devastating point blank automatic rifle fire into the advancing enemy. His
accurate and intense fire checked this assault and gained time for the company
to consolidate its defense. With utter fearlessness he maintained his firing
position until severely wounded by enemy fire. Refusing assistance he pulled
himself to his feet and wrapping his arm around a tree continued his deadly fire
again, until he was fatally wounded. This heroic act stopped the enemy from
overrunning his company's position and gained time for reorganization and
evacuation of the wounded. Cpl. Red Cloud's dauntless courage and gallant
self-sacrifice reflects the highest credit upon himself and upholds the
esteemed traditions of the U.S. Army.

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*Captain Francis B. Wai
Honolulu, Hawaii
34th Infantry Regiment
20 October 1944
Leyte
Captain Wai landed at Red Beach, Leyte, in the face of accurate, concentrated
enemy fire from gun positions advantageously located in a palm grove
bounded by submerged rice paddies. Finding the first four waves of American
soldiers leaderless, disorganized, and pinned down on the open beach, he
immediately assumed command. Issuing clear and concise orders, and
disregarding heavy enemy machine gun and rifle fire, he began to move inland
through the rice paddies without cover. The men, inspired by his cool
demeanor and heroic example, rose from their positions and followed him.
During the advance, Captain Wai repeatedly determined the locations of
enemy strong points by deliberately exposing himself to draw their fire. In
leading an assault upon the last remaining Japanese pillbox in the area, he was
killed by its occupants. Captain Wai's courageous, aggressive leadership
inspired the men, even after his death, to advance and destroy the enemy. His
intrepid and determined efforts were largely responsible for the rapidity with
which the initial beachhead was secured. Captain Wai's extraordinary heroism
and devotion to duty are in keeping with the highest traditions of military
service and reflect great credit on him, his unit, and the United States Army.
Link: Francis B. Wai - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
*Private Harold H. Moon, Jr.
Albuquerque, New Mexico
G. Company, 34th Infantry Regiment
21 October 1944
near Leyte
In a forward position, armed with a sub machine gun, Private Moon met the
brunt of a strong, well-supported night attack on his platoon’s flanks. Although
wounded, he maintained his stand pouring deadly fire into the enemy, daringly
exposing himself to hostile fire. Private Moon killed a Japanese Officer who was
attempting to knock out his position with grenades. When the enemy advanced
a machine gun within 20 yards of the shattered perimeter, Moon stood up
exposing himself to locate the gun. He remained exposed correcting mortar
fire which knocked out the enemy weapon. Later he killed two Japanese
soldiers as they charged an aid man. His position became the focal point of the
attack for over four hours and was virtually surrounded. An entire Japanese
platoon attacked the position with fixed bayonets. From a sitting position,
Private Moon emptied his magazine on the advancing enemy, killing 18 and
repulsing the attack. In a final display of bravery, he stood up to throw a
grenade at a machine gun when he was hit and instantly killed. In the
aftermath, nearly 200 dead Japanese were found within 100 yards from his
foxhole. His heroism broke up a powerful threat and contributed to our initial
successes in the battle for Leyte.
Link: Harold H. Moon, Jr. - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
Sergeant Charles E. Mower
Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin
A Company, 34th Infantry Regiment
3 November 1944
Near Capoocan, Leyte
Sergeant Mower, an assistant squad leader, was participating in an attack
against a strongly defended Japanese position which was situated along both
sides of a stream that ran through a wooded gulch. As the squad moved
forward through intense enemy fire, the squad leader was killed and Sergeant
Mower took charge. He led his men across the stream, but was severely
wounded before making it all the way. After halting his unit, he realized that
his exposed position was the best place from which to direct the attack and he
stood fast. Gravely wounded and lying half submerged in the stream, he
refused to seek cover or to accept aid of any kind. Shouting and signaling
instructions to his squad, he directed them in the destruction of two enemy
machineguns and the killing of of numerous enemy rifleman. The remaining
Japanese concentrated their fire at Sergeant Mower, who was killed while still
directing his men forward.
Link: Charles E. Mower - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

THE 24TH INFANTRY DIVISION

MEDAL OF HONOR RECIPIENTS
Private First Class James H. Diamond
New Orleans, Louisiana
D Company, 21st Infantry Regiment
8-14 May 1945
Mintal, Mindanao
For extreme gallantry and intrepidity above and beyond the call of duty on May
8 - 14, 1945, while serving with Company D, 21st Infantry Regiment, 24th
Infantry Division, in action at Mintal, Mindanao, Philippine Islands. When a
Japanese sniper rose from his foxhole to throw a grenade into their midst, this
valiant soldier charged and killed the enemy with a burst from his submachine
gun; then, by delivering sustained fire from his personal arm and
simultaneously directing the fire of 105-mm. and .50 caliber weapons upon the
enemy pillboxes immobilizing this and another machinegun section, he
enabled them to put their guns into action. When two infantry companies
established a bridgehead, he voluntarily assisted in evacuating the wounded
under heavy fire; and then, securing an abandoned vehicle, transported
casualties to the rear through mortar and artillery fire so intense as to render
the vehicle inoperative and despite the fact he was suffering from a painful
wound. The following day he again volunteered, this time for the hazardous job
of repairing a bridge under heavy enemy fire. On 14 May 1945, when leading
a patrol to evacuate casualties from his battalion, which was cut off, he ran
through a virtual hail of Japanese fire to secure an abandoned machine gun.
Though mortally wounded as he reached the gun, he succeeded in drawing
sufficient fire upon himself so that the remaining members of the patrol could
reach safety. Private First Class Diamond's indomitable spirit, constant
disregard of danger, and eagerness to assist his comrades, will ever remain a
symbol of selflessness and heroic sacrifice to those for whom he gave his life.
Link: James H. Diamond - Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

