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The Newsletter of the Florida 24th Infantry  Division 
Association Members Group, initiated July 2009. 

T wenty-three members and 

their spouses joined to-

gether at the IHOP across from 

the Leesburg Mall in the 32nd 

such event held by the FL 24th 

IDA since forming in the Fall of 

2009. 

Seated, from left: Bill Stokes, 

34th Leesburg; Don Van Beck 

34th Tavares; newcomers to the 

group, Janet and Ed Moran, 

The Villages; Eleanor and 

Duane Hall of Leesburg and 

MI; Dottie Wood; and Doro-

thy Hird.  

Standing from left: Maxine 

and Frank Jennings, 5th 

RCT, Melbourne; Tom Thiel, 

E Co 19th  Eustis; Ted Jansen, 

H Co 19th, Leesburg; Becky 

and Jim Bradford, 21st, Win-

ter Haven: Joyce and Herb 

Betz, F Co., 19th from Eustis 

and Palmyra MI; Paul and 

Mary Boulay 34th The Villag-

es; Paul Miller, 21st Inver-

ness; Jim Hird, 26th AAA, 

Ocala; Woody Wood, Jr., 

34th, Silver Springs; and Bill 

Simunek 3rd Eng. Mount Do-

ra. The 23rd Taro Leafer was 

Lawrence Koschak, Parish. 

Thank everyone for coming, es-

pecially those coming from 

greater  distances. 

This was a first time back for 

Paul Miller, and it was really 

great to have him there again! 

And it was good to get to know 

Janet and Ed Moran; we met 

Ed from KWVA at The Villages, 

where Chapter 169 recently ex-

panded resulting in a surge in 

membership. 

Our next Luncheon 
will be at 11:30 am 
on Monday, May 4, 
2015, at the same 
IHOP at 10332 U.S. 441 

#101, Leesburg, FL.  

For those of you who have yet 

to come to the IHOP, it is di-

rectly across U.S. 441 from the 

main entrance to Lake Square 

Mall, and about 7 mi South 

(East) of downtown Leesburg. 

A McDonald’s is next door. 

Monday’s are 25 percent off 

days. For info: Tom Thiel 352-

408-6612 

24thidaweb@gmail.com. 

Please Bring Donations 

for homeless Veterans. 

Good turnout for March 2 Dutch Treat Luncheon! 
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24th Inf Div Assoc 68th Annual Reunion, The National    
Infantry Museum & Columbus GA, Sept. 17—21, 2015! 
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http://www.24thida.com/reunions/2015_columbus_ga.html 
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The 2015 24th Inf 
Div Assoc 68th 
Annual Reunion 
will be Sept. 17—
21, at Columbus, 
GA and The Na-
tional Infantry 
Museum.  

The photo on page 2 is my 

photo of the National In-

fantry Museum taken in 

Summer 2010. 

Not shown is a reconstruct-

ed WWII (and Korean War 

era as well) Basic Training 

Complex; the barracks 

looks just like Camp 

Breckinridge and Roberts. 

And you 19th Rock of 

Chickamauga vets may be 

interested to know that the 

19th is there now!  

My step-grandson, Zach, 

was there a couple of years 

ago.  

Lets begin now to assemble 

groups to carpool to Fort 

Benning together this Sep-

tember! 

I plan to have a sign-up 

sheet at our May 4 Lunch-

eon. 

A lthough nothing 

has been in the 

Taro Leaf about the 

2015 Verbeck Award, 

we will likely be asked 

by the next Taro Leaf 

to nominate a member 

for the Verbeck 

Award. 

The recipient of that 

award is the 24th IDA 

member that has done the most to 

further the Association in realiz-

ing its goals and objectives.  

The photo above is of yours truly 

receiving the Verbeck Award at 

the 2009 Annual Reunion in Rap-

id City, SD!  Presenting the award 

is Sal Schillaci, then VP of the 

Association, and Chair of the Ver-

beck Awards Committee.  

We have been suggesting the 

names of persons we felt were the 

best qualified candidates, having 

given unselfishly of themselves in 

the furtherance of the 24th IDA.  

All our nominees have indeed re-

ceived the Verbeck Award, except 

one, Merry Helm, an Honorary 

Member and then Association 

Historian. I feel the Directors 

made a mistake here! 

This year I will nominate the per-

son who presented me with the 

award, Salvatore “Sal” Schil-

laci, not because he gave me 

mine, but because he went on to 

serve with distinction as Associa-

tion 2010-12 President, and he 

continues to lead efforts to place a 

24th Infantry Division memorial 

in Arlington National Cemetery. 

There likely will be a card im-

printed in the back cover of the 

next Taro Leaf to cast your nomi-

nation. Even if there isn’t, please 

join me in nominating Sal Schil-

laci!  

Nominations should be sent to:  

VP Donald Bruner: A Co/2nd Inf 

2611 Old Mallard Road 

Enid, OK 73703 

580-233-4228 H, 580-977-4037 

C, donbruner@suddelink.net,  

Or if someone else is designated 

send to that individual. 

Thank you very much. TJT 

Your nomination for the 2015 Verbeck Award. 
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Survivor Assistance Guide and Family Preparation Work-
book At a recent KWVA Chapter 169 meeting we had two speakers from the D.A.V. Chapter in 

Merit Island who gave a copy of above to all attendees. A copy of this excellent 68-page workbook 

that is so self-explanatory that, as one of the speakers said, “Even a Marine could follow these in-

structions!” is available for download at http://cid169.kwva.org/ Find it listed on the lower main 

page and click on the link. You may then of course print or download it. TJT 

University of Central 
Florida, Veterans His-
tory Project is compiling the 

memories of Central Florida Veterans for pos-

terity, and for history in UCF Historical Ar-

chives. And also for the Library of Congress.  

I was interviewed on March 9 at the Mount Dor-

al Public Library; it lasted for about two hours, 

and was very casual and enjoyable.  

Why am I championing the UCF VHP? Because I 

believe you should be interviewed.  

I know there are many stories to tell. Stories that 

the public should be able to access. Something 

for future historians across FL and the Nation to 

be able to access.  

And also because UCF wants to interview us. 

They will do the interviews in our area, 

Leesburg, The Villages, or perhaps your home. 

I am compiling a list of Veterans desiring/willing 

to be interviewed. Please let me know that you 

would like to be added to the list.  

Do this today; you will not be sorry you did.  

Please contact me now: Tom Thiel 

24thidaweb@gmail.com, 352-408-6612 

 http://riches.cah.ucf.edu/veterans/ 

Kenneth L. Bradshaw 
Jr., 84, of Inverness, passed 

away peacefully March 5, 2015, 

under the care of HPH Hospice, 

Lecanto.  

Ken was born in Taunton, Mas-

sachusetts, and raised in the 

neighboring community of 

Raynham.  

He is survived by his beloved 

wife of 45 years and best friend, 

Barbara Bradshaw.  

Ken enlisted in the U.S. Army in 

1948, and served with E/19th, 

24th Infantry Division. He was 

seriously wounded on Feb. 6, 

1951. He was medically retired 

in 1952. 

Ken and Barbara at our July 

2009 Leesburg Luncheon. 



 

 

Page 7 
 

April 13, 2015 Florida 24th IDA Vets 

If you are not a member & receive the Taro Leaf, Please Join now. Tom Thiel 



 

 

 

Please help us cut mailing costs. 
If you have email, please send 

Tom Thiel an email at 
24thidaweb@gmail.com 

352-408-6612 

The Florida  24th Vets 

Tom J. Thiel, Editor 
19147 Park Place Blvd. 

Eustis, FL 32736-7262 

 

This newsletter produced and delivered 

with only the financial support realized 
from the 50:50 drawings held at the 

Luncheons. 

Florida 24th IDA Group 
 Dutch Treat Luncheon 

Mon. May 4, 2015 11:30 a.m.       
IHOP, 10332 US441 in Leesburg. 
Across 441 fr Lake Square Mall  

FL 24th IDA Web Page 
www.24thida.com — click on Florida 24th IDA 

at bottom of home page 


