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The Newsletter of the Florida 24th Infantry  Division 
Association Members Group, initiated July 2009. 

Jan. 8, Florida 24th IDA luncheon 

get together at the Eustis Golden 

Corral. Left to right standing: 

Dottie and Woodie Wood of Sil-

ver Spring, Yvonne and Ed 

Schulte of Kissimmee and MI, 

Don Van Beck of Tavares, Sam 

Irwin of Riverview, Joel Briggs of 

Summerfield, Carol Becker of 

Clermont, Nick Salakas of The 

(Jan. 8, Continued on page 2) 

Mar. 5, photo description: Stand-

ing: Ellie Hall; Nick Salakas (21st) 

of The Villages, Joyce and Paul 

Boulay (34th) The Villages; Ted 

and Marilyn Jensen (19th) of 

Leesburg; Maxine Jennings; Don 

Van Beck (34th) Tavares; Bill 

Simunek (3rd Eng) of Mount Dora; 

Yvonne and Ed Schulte (3rd) of 

Kissimmee and WI; and Woodie 

Wood, Jr. (19th) of Silver Spring. 

Sitting: Herb Betz (19th) of  Eustis 

(Mar. 5, Continued on page 2) 
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Villages, Bill Simunek of Mount Do-

ra, Eleanor Hall, and Nancy, Bill 

Simunek’s daughter of New York. 

Seated, from left: Andrew Thiel; Tom 

Thiel of Eustis; John Thiel of S. Lake 

Tahoe, CA; Ted and Marilyn 

Jansen of Leesburg; Duane 

Hall of Leesburg and MI; 

Herbert and Joyce Betz of 

Eustis and MI. 

Photo left: Tom Thiel was 

proud to have his grandson 

Andrew (left) and son John 

who live in S. Lake Tahoe CA 

with him for the Luncheon. 

(Jan. 8, Continued from page 1) 

and MI; Duane Hall (26th 

AAA) of Leesburg and MI; 

Joyce Betz; Tom Thiel (19th 

Inf) of Eustis; Frank Jen-

nings (5th RCT) of Mel-

bourne; Dottie Wood, and 

Carol Becker (GSS – Bob 

Becker, [21st]) of Clermont. 

Paul Miller (21st Inf) and 

Flossie Kespert of Inverness 

left before photo was taken. 

(Mar. 5, Continued from page 1) 

H.R. 2794 — Perpetual POW/MIA Forev-
er Stamp Act (Introduced in House - 
IH)   

To provide for the issuance of a forever stamp to honor the sacrifices of the brave men 
and women of the Armed Forces who are still prisoner, missing, or unaccounted for, 
and for other purposes. In the House of Representatives, July 23, 2013. 

Please contact your U.S. Congressperson and ask 
them to support H.R. 2794 -- Please call or write 
immediately. 
This effort initiated by Bill (Helen) Allen, 421 4th Ave. N., Tierra Verde, FL, 33715-1730, 19th 
Inf, C, POW 01 Jan 51 to 11 Aug 53, wallen2[at]tampabay.rr.com, 24th IDA Life #1695, KWVA 
P003331, FL Chapter #14 - Suncoast Chapter. Bill contacted Congressmen Bilirakis (FL) and 
Young (FL) who in turn petitioned the U.S. Postal Service to issue a Forever Perpetual POW/
MIA stamp; the U.S.P.S. refused. Therefore, Cong. Bilirakis has introduced H.R. 2794 to direct 

Don’t turn the page; call or write your congressperson now! 
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Leesburg Golden Corral 
Closed 

But there is one in Eustis! And 

we have gone there twice; January 

8 and March 5. The one in Eustis is 

abo0ut 14 miles south (east) on 

U.S. 441 from where the one was in 

Leesburg. 

And that may have cost us some 

regular attendees. But I think we 

gained some new 24th Vets too. 

I think most of us felt that the food 

layout at Eustis was quite good 

both times.  

But at least one of us obtained  

some chicken that was quite raw, 

and when they spoke to manage-

ment, they were not at all pleased 

with the encounter. 

So, I explored the Golden Corral in 

the The Villages. Their private 

room was already taken on May 7; 

I was told to call before I come on 

the day of the meeting and ask for 

preferred seating. That didn’t seem 

acceptable, so I declined. 

There are Golden Corrals in Inver-

ness and Clermont, but I didn’t 

want to make that much of a 

change without your input. 

So, we are going to meet at 

Eustis again on May 7! 

Luncheons to continue 

As said before, our next Luncheon 

will be May 7 at the Eustis 

Golden Corral 15810 Highway 

441, about 14 miles South (East) of 

where the Leesburg GC was. You 

can enter from Dillard St, which is 

where the Lake County Tax Office 

is located (it has green Hwy signs 

both directions on 441). There is 

also a Sonny's at the same location. 

We are planning to have luncheons 

on Sept. 3 and Nov 5 at 11:30 

a.m., however as of this writing our 

location is still undetermined.  

We would of course be happy to 

work with anyone of you who 

would like to sponsor it in your ar-

ea. That would allow us to visit oth-

er parts of Florida.  

If you’d like to sponsor one please 

let me know; it would not have to 

be on the above dates. I’d really 

like for someone to do that as that 

may be a way to grow our group. 

Tallahassee anyone? 

Heidi Edgar has invited us to come 

to Tallahassee for a Luncheons. 

That would likely be on a Friday. 

Heidi please consider one for Octo-

ber. I will to comng, and hope we 

can also get others as well.   

Welcome Herb and Joyce 
Betz!  

We enjoyed having Herb and Joyce 

join with us for the first time in 

January, and for returning in 

March. I met Herb and Joyce at 

Post 41 American Legion in Eustis. 

Donations to Veterans 

Over the past year or so Ted Jan-

sen has been accepting our donat-

ed items and has seen to it that 

they are presented on our behalf to 

Veterans helping Veterans at Oca-

la. They use them in serving Veter-

ans and their families living in the 

Ocala National Forest. This has 

gone well and thank Ted for this. 

However, I have received a com-

plaint recently that we receive no 

recognition or publicity for our 

contributions, and that we ought to 

return to the VA Hospital in 

Gainesville. 

In all fairness, all we received from 

Gainesville was a letter. Any pub-

licity we got was what we sent to 

the media ourselves. 

VHV Executive Director Hank 

Whittier, and several of his assis-

tants have spoken to at least two of 

our meetings. Maybe we need to 

photograph our donations or a 

couple of us take materials to Ocala 

and get photos to send to the me-

dia if we wish to have publicity. 

Ted will continue to accept  our 

donations and seeing to it that they 

get to VHV in Ocala. Ted suggests 

we bring those items we might oth-

erwise take to Goodwill or another 

charity. Of course they will also 

take $$$. So, clean out your clos-

ets, houses, and garages, and bring 

to our May 7 meeting. Since VHV is 

a 501c3, I presume you could have 

a receipt for tax purposes if you 

wish.  Please continue bringing 

items to future meetings. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Carol Becker Donates 
24th Patch 

Carol Becker made the nice replica 

of the 24th Division Patch shown 

in all the photos. As usual Carol 

goes well above and beyond—thank 

you Carol. And thank you for al-

ways bringing your camera! 

Change Meeting Date 

Don Van Beck has asked us to 

change our meeting date from the 

first Wednesday to another week 

day; he now has a conflict. I think 

we discussed this before, and plan 

to do so again at next meeting. 

Maybe second Tuesday?? Pease 

email me days you cannot meet. 

24th IDA & 5th RCT to 
Exchange Reunion Ads  

Frank Jennings, Secretary Treasur-

er and Co Editor (with Maxine) of 

the 5th RCT Association and I on 

behalf of the 24th IDA (with presi-

dent’s approval) agreed to begin 

carrying each others Reunion Ads 

in our respective publications, the 

5th RCT Korea Association News-

letter, and the Taro Leaf.  

Recent issues of the 5th RCT Korea 

Association Bi-monthly newsletter 

may be viewed at 

http://24thida.com/24th_division

/units_5thrct.html 

Bob Peters Salute TV 

You recall Bob Peters, moderator of 

Salute (to veterans) 

which airs on 

LakeFrontTV in 

Leesburg, who 

came to our Nov 

2013 luncheon.  

Bob tells me that 

he would like to 

have our group 

come in to record 

one of his Salute 

programs. He is 

unable to specify a 

date right at the 

moment, however, 

because of some 

equipment con-

cerns. I will continue to monitor 

and advise you, perhaps by phone 

and on a few days notice. 

Verbeck Award Deadline 
is July 15! 

I meant to talk to you about this 

year’s Award at our last luncheon.  

You will recall that last year our 

group strongly supported our 24th 

IDA Historian, Merry Helm for the 

Verbeck Award. She had over 20 

total ballots to two for the actual 

recipient.  

But because she is an Honorary 

Associate Member and nowhere in 

the bylaws or in historical materi-

als is membership defined in terms 

of Verbeck Award recipients, the 

Board yielded to the objections of 

Director Morrison, and rejected 

Merry as a viable candidate. 

We need to now move to this year’s 

Verbeck Award. Please fulfill your 

membership duty to vote. Ballots 

are in the last Taro Leaf on the in-

side and outside of the back cover. 

THANK YOU FOR VOTING  FOR 

A MEMBER NOW.  

I am going to cast my ballot for 

John Dunn, who has quietly and 

very effectively fulfilled the duties 

of Secretary/Treasurer for the last 

several years. 

Thank you! 

Thanks to those of you who have 

been coming to our Luncheons; I 

appreciate your efforts.  

We miss those of you who came to 

earlier Luncheons, but are no long-

er coming.  

If you have suggestions for enhanc-

ing and growing our attendance 

please let me know.  

Tom Thiel 

(Continued from page 3) 
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5th Regimental Combat Team Association 
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For registration or other information please contact Frank Jennings at PO Box 410337, Melbourne, FL, 

32941-0337, Ph: 321-751-9103; email: frank-jennings@cfl.rr.com 
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H ow often do you use your as-

sociation website? A lot of 

work is involved in maintaining the 

site; I hope our members are using 

it. I receive contacts from the out-

side world that others are finding 

it. 

If you do not have a computer, 

have you ever gone to your local 

library and asked them to bring it 

up for you to look at? Or asked 

your grandchildren to let them ex-

amine “Grandpa’s Division?”  

This describes some of what is on 

your site, the largest online source 

of material on the 24th Victory Di-

vision ever assembled.  

For example, the Taro Leaf  section 

alone has 9,865 pages of more than 

300 Taro Leafs, each as a separate 

document! And we are still missing 

some! 

The Home Page (Mar 21, 2014), 

where you go when you log on to 

www.24thida.com, is shown above. 

Note the brown buttons on the left 

margin. Each takes you to a sepa-

rate section. For example, the Taro 

Leaf button takes you to the page 

listing in tabular form by year 

(columns) and Number or Month 

(rows). By merely clicking on the 

issue you want it will then be 

downloaded for you to view or to 

print if you wish. 

The “24th Division” page contains 

much of the History of the 24th.  

Also, note the bold lettered and un-

derlined phrases in the lower third 

of the page. Each of these goes to a 

page or document. 

One of these is devoted to Florida 

24th IDA in second line that is es-

sentially our own website. 

Those marked “Recent Additions:” 

are intended to call the viewer’s 

attention to new items. These will 

be moved to another site later on. 

I noted the Medal of Honor link; it 

will need be updated as two of 

those new awardees (by President 

Obama just this week) were in the 

24th, one with the 21st regiment 

and the other with the 5th RCT. 

As you know, I was Editor of the 

Taro Leaf for about three years. 

During that time I became con-

cerned that some quite unique sto-

ries were not getting outside our 

ranks “for the world to see.” My 

inquiries, including the Library of 

Congress, all resulted in the advise 

to “put them on the internet.”  

So, this is what I have done. I am 

proud of it; I hope you are also. 

Try your site today; let me know 

what you think about it!   

TJT 

www.24thida.com 



 

 

Apr 29-May 4, 2014. 

5th RCT National Reun-

ion, Cocoa Beach, FL. 

Frank Jennings, 321-751-

9103. 

May 7, 2014, FL 24th 

IDA Dutch Treat Lunch-

eon, Golden Corral 

Leesburg, or TBD.  

Sep. 3, 2014, FL 24th 

IDA Dutch Treat Lunch-

eon,  TBD.   

Sept 18-21, 2014. 67th 

Annual 24th IDA Reunion, 

Omaha, NE. 

TBD, FL 24th IDA Dutch 

Treat Luncheon, Tallahas-

see.  

Nov. 5, 2014, FL 24th 

IDA Dutch Treat Lunch-

eon, TBD.  

Mark Your Calendars 

Wanted— I would like someone con-

sider leading the Florida 24th Group. It does not re-

quire that much time. And I have a situation wherein 

I may suddenly not be able to serve in this role. Call 

me at 352-408-6612. TJT 

Lyrics to THE ARMY SONG. It is played to 
the music of the Caissons go Marching Along. Go 
to www.24thida.com Audio to hear it to music.  

Eagle Canes       
The bad news is that the 

Lake County Carvers 

Club no longer has funds 

for making Eagle Canes 

gratis for veterans.  

The good news is that one of the Club members is 

still making Eagle Canes! But they are no longer 

free; he charges $35 each. Please contact: Ralph 

Rossignol, 8001 Arcadian Court, Mt Dora, FL 

32757, 352-385-0483, rossignolrpp@comcast.net 

to order. 
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Leesburg, FL, February 26, 2013: 

KWVA Chapter 169 (Lake County, 

FL) had the very distinct honor of 

having Rep. Larry Metz, FL District 

32, Florida Legislature, tell them 

the status of his Bill, HB 559. This 

bill addresses language in Florida 

statutes and on Florida license 

plates to revise references from Ko-

rean Conflict & Vietnam Era to Ko-

rean War & Vietnam War, respec-

tively. He also gave us an excellent 

overview of Freedom as granted to 

us by the Constitution of the Unit-

ed States. 

This all came about because 

CID169 brought the issue to Mr. 

Metz’s attention. A couple of years 

ago, KWVA GSS Carol Becker ob-

served a special license plate when 

she visited the DMV in Clermont. 

The plate said “Korean Conflict 

Veteran.” “Photo of existing FL Ko-

rean Conflict Vet Plate.” 

She told Tom Thiel, then CID169 

President, about the plate. Tom 

checked FL statutes and found that 

indeed the conflict plate was au-

thorized by 2012 Florida Statutes, 

Title XXII, Motor Vehicles, Chapter 

320.  

Chapter members at their Novem-

ber 2012 meeting universally ap-

proved a motion directing Presi-

dent Thiel to contact the Florida 

representatives, and Senator, rep-

resenting the Chapter’s coverage 

area to explain member’s collective 

dismay over the FL approval of the 

term “Korean conflict” in lieu of 

“Korean war,” for Florida license 

plates.  

They also requested that they bring 

about action in the Florida legisla-

ture to correct this insult to Korean 

Veterans everywhere. He wrote 

these four letters yet that month, 

and in early 2013, received a phone 

call from Mr. Metz, who expressed 

deep sympathy with our cause, but 

because of timing he could not act 

immediately, but he promised he 

would. 

Then in the fall of 2013 we 

learned of HB 559: Military 

Veterans, a GENERAL BILL 

by Metz ; (co-introducers) 

Murphy, which “Revises ref-

erences from Korean Con-

flict & Vietnam Era to Kore-

an War & Vietnam War, re-

spectively, & from Korean 

Conflict Veteran to Korean 

War Veteran; authorizes issuance 

of Combat Medical Badge license 

plate; revises references; establish-

es method of proof of eligibility for 

certain specialty license plate.” 

Mr. Metz advised us that he be-

lieved that all his fellow members 

of the Florida legislature will vote 

for his bill, and that Governor Scott 

will readily sign it. Mr. Metz invited 

the Chapter to be present at the 

vote, and we extend this invitation 

to all KWVA members. 

Mr. Metz served in the United 

States Marine Corps from 1976 to 

1980. He served in Japan for a year 

during that time, where he met his 

wife, Mariko. From 1980 to 1982, 

while in law school, he served in 

the United States Marine Corps 

Reserve. 

Chapter members expressed their 

sincere appreciation to Mr. Metz. 

They very much appreciate Mr. 

Metz allocating one of his six legis-

lative opportunities to this issue.  

“Tom Thiel expresses his apprecia-

tion to Mr. Metz” 

FL Bill will replace Korean Conflict with Korean War on FL Licenses 



 

 

 

Please help us cut mailing costs. 
If you have email, please send 

Tom Thiel an email at 
24thidaweb@gmail.com 

352-408-6612 

The Florida  24th Vets 

Tom J. Thiel, Editor 
19147 Park Place Blvd. 

Eustis, FL 32736-7262 

 

This newsletter produced and delivered 

with only the financial support realized 
from the 50:50 drawings held at the 

Luncheons. 
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 Dutch Treat Luncheon 

May 7, 2014 11:30 a.m. Golden 
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www.24thida.com — click on Florida 24th IDA 

at bottom of home page 


