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The Newsletter of the Florida 24th Infantry  Division 
Association Members Group, initiated July 2009. 

T hanks for being my 

straight man this after-

noon! I told you we'd get a 

laugh. I thought this was a 

most successful meeting - 

everyone was happy, and 

many had some-

thing to say; it 

was just great. 

That was what Bill Stokes, above, had to 

say about our July 11 Luncheon. And I 

agree; it was one of our best. 

Sam Leanza, right, was our first-timer 

at this luncheon; Sam joined our KWVA 

Chapter in January this year, and of 

course since he was a fellow Taro 

Leafer, I was easily able to persuade him to also join 

up with our FL24th IDA Group. Sam and Sheila live 

on SE 175 Loop, 

Summerfield; 

Sam served with 

the Army’s 24th 

ID, 2nd BN HQ 

in 1955-56.    

Thanks again to our Silver-Star Spouse 

member, Carol Becker, above, for the 

excellent photos!  

On the following pages, we will try to 

show you most of the photos Carol’s 

Nikon D-50 managed to capture at 

Wednesdays luncheon.  

(hanging strong Continued on page 2) 

 

Hanging strong, our July 11 get together  

Attendees, from left, standing: Bob and Jean Hatfield, Carol Becker, Sam Irwin, Bob Chalupa, Maxine and Frank 
Jennings, Bill Simunek, Tom Thiel, Jim Hird, Woody Wood, Nick Salakas, Ted Jansen, Bill Stokes, Sam Leanza, Zel-
lah Gaston, Marilyn Jansen, Sandy and Harley Joseph, Lyn Sawyer, Flossie Kespert, and Paul Miller. Seated from 
left: Dorothy Hird, Dottie Wood, and Gene and Barbara Ames. Not pictured: Keith Kohlhof and Bob and Lila Hartley.  
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Sandy and Harley Joseph 

missed 

the April 

luncheon 

because 

of 

Harley’s 

health 

issues. 

He now 

has an 

addition-

al stent, 

and was 

advised that he is a candidate for a 

heart valve. But the size he needs is 

not authorized for use in the U.S. 

although it is available elsewhere! 

Also, notice Harvey’s very nice 34th 

Infantry Regiment shirt. He has 

been looking for one since 1949! 

Thank you, Harley and Sandy for 

coming from Miami to almost all of 

our luncheons! 

Barbara and Gene Ames of 

Bradenton have likewise had some 

serious health issues that kept them 

from some of our recent luncheons. 

Thankfully, they were able to come 

to this one and we hope they will be 

able to continue. 

Flossie Kespert and Paul Mil-

ler have been  FL24thIDA stal-

warts from the start of our group. 

Leading the charitable efforts, and 

assisting with the meetings are but 

a few of their strengths. Thanks 

very much Flossie and Paul!  

Sam Irwin of 

Riverview, a bit 

southeast of Tam-

pa, has been com-

ing to our lunch-

eons almost from 

the beginning in 

2009. Thanks Sam! 

Dottie and Woody Wood from 

Silver Springs. It was a real effort 

for them to be there today as they 

had to be at a 2:00 p.m. doctor’s 

appointment. We appreciate your 

continued support! 

FYI, I’m showing the photos in the 

order that Carol took them! 

And here are Ted and Marilyn 

Jensen. That is the 50:50 bucket 

Ted and Carol used today. This is 

the only source of revenue for mail-

ing this newsletter, and it is very 

much appreciated. I should also tell 

you that Marilyn is again taking 

chemo treatments; our prayers are 

with you Marilyn. 

 Here are Maxine and Frank 

Jennings of Melbourne. They 

have become regulars and we ap-

preciate having them. Incidentally, 

Maxine held 

the lucky 

50:50 ticket. 

And here is 

Zellah Gaston, 

spouse of Billy, 

from Summer-

field. Zellah 

has been a 

(hanging strong Continued from 

page 1) 

(Continued on page 3) 
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consistent financial supporter of our program, which 

we have used to obtain semi-permanent name tags. 

Thank you, Zellah! 

Keith Kohloff of Trilby joined 

with us for the first time last 

luncheon. A Desert Storm veter-

an, Keith served with “A”  124th 

Mil Int. He now works with the 

VA at Florida National Bushnell. 

 

 

Bob Chalupa another 21st 

Gimlet who hails from 

Leesburg, has been a good loyal 

attendee at our luncheons! 

Thank you too Bob! 

 

We were very happy to have 

Nick Salakas of The Villages 

here today. Nick was a first timer 

at the April luncheon. I do not 

have any information on his time 

in service, though.   

Jim and Doro-

thy Hird of 

Ocala have also 

been coming to  

our luncheons 

for  all but a 

couple.  Thank 

you too Jim and 

Dorothy! 

And this is Bill Simunek 

who lives across Mud Lake in 

Mount Dora from me in 

Eustis. We also have Eustis 

“International” Airport be-

tween us. Thanks for the ride 

today, Bill. 

And finally here is 

Lyn Sawyer of  

Summerfield being 

introduced by you 

know who. We are happy to have spouses come regu-

larly.  

There were one or two more photos but maybe next 

time they will be better next time! 

(hanging strong Continued from page 2) 

At left is Paul Miller with the various items he 

has collected for veterans.  

He talked about going to the VFW Veterans 

Home in Fort McCoy as well as to the Malcolm 

Randal Medical Center in Gainesville. 

Paul asked us to suggest other places where we 

can donate to veterans. 

He also needs some additional items like toilet-

ries, socks, tee shirts, and underwear. A date 

for delivery was not decided upon. 
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Welcome—Call to Order—11:45 

Registration—Everyone sign in 

Zellah Gaston made a donation en-

abling us to have semi-permanent 

Name Tags. When you leave please 

drop your tags off in the box, or be 

sure to bring them next time.   

Luncheon Arrangements: There 

were a few preliminaries before 

lunch: Group photos, preliminary 

announcements, and a prayer. 

After lunch all members introduce 

themselves and their partners. 

Sick Call:  

Who we are; what we do. 

 Newsletter, email and snail 

mail. 

 Total of this 24th effort is from 

50:50.  

Future Luncheons:  

 Tuesday, October 2, again at 

Golden Corral in Leesburg. 

(Oct. 3 was not available) 

 We also agreed to hold another 

on December 5. Reservation 

placed on both dates. 

Annual Mini-Reunion with 5th 

RCT Association. St. Augustine, FL, 

Bill Kane and Tony Polemani, Nov 

1-4, registration form next two pag-

es. Please attend. 

Collection of items for veterans—

Paul Miller and Ted Jansen. (p. 3.) 

24th IDA Membership promoted: 

 Website: www.24thida.com   

(Click on Florida 24thIDA on 

Home Page); Taro Leaf (had 

copies and Membership Appli-

cations); currently working on 

posting all Taro Leafs on web-

site (133 to date, about that 

many yet to go, but do not have 

copies—see next TL or go to the 

Taro Leaf button on above web-

site.  

 Reunion 2012, New Orleans, 

LA, September 16-20. 

Urged Association Members to 

nominate a member for the Ver-

beck Award; send to Don Maggio, 

411 Concord Rd., Fletcher, NC 

28732-9734, 828-684-5931, 

the24thidavp@aol.com ASAP 

Please.  

Korean War and Korean Service 

Veterans of America:  

 Chapter 169, Scuttlebutt and 

www.cid169.kwva.org , meet 

every 4th Wednesday at 2:00 

p.m. at the Leesburg Sr. Center, 

1211 Penn St.; Pamphlets; larg-

est chapter in Florida. 89 mem-

bers. Yours truly president. 

 59th Anniversary 

of the Cease Fire 

in Korea, July 27, 

at VMFP, 

Leesburg, at 

10:00; everyone 

invited 

 Florida and National 

(Association), Graybeards 

Department of Defense 60th Anni-

versary of the Korean War Com-

memoration Committee, http://

koreanwar.defense.gov/index.html 

 July 27 in Washington DC, He-

roes Remembered: 59th Anni-

versary of the Korean War Ar-

mistice Observance 

 They will come to your group to 

Commemorate the Korean War  

Veterans Memorial at Fountain 

Park— www.lakeveterans.com  

Lake, Sumter and Marion Counties 

 Name on the Wall: 352-314-

2100;   

 Purchase a Brick $60.00 

Note that I received a request for 

larger font. This newsletter is gen-

erally Georgia 11  font . Please let 

me know if this is better. 

 

 

Items discussed July 11 

Wanted—one of you to take over lead-

ing the Florida 24th Group. There are two issues 

that lend some urgency to this request: health and 

relocation. It does not require that much time. 

Call me at 352-357-3943 or 352-408-6612. TJT 
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Come join with us at our annual mini-reunion 
November 1-4, 2012 at beautiful—historic St. Augustine, FL 

J oin with your fellowFlorida 24th IDA Group and 5th RCT Association bud-

dies at our 2012 annual joint mini-reunion in beautiful St. Augustine. Our 

hotel is situated literally on the Ocean beaches, and linked to all the shopping, 

dining and historic attractions by a trolley that comes by the hotel every hour.  

This is an informal get together for all our members to renew old acquaintances and to develop new ones. 

EVERYONE who has served in the 24th or any unit attached to it anywhere is welcome. Come spend your 

hours lending on your buddy’s ear at the forever replenished hospitality suite; ladies have a suite all to them-

selves. 

For members of the 5th RCT, this will be our 19th consecutive mini-reunion; for members of the 24th IDA, 

this will be the third mini-reunion. Bill and Helen Kane, and Tony Polemeni do the major grunt work to make 

the reunion successful. (That’s why the 24th IDA Group joined up with them!) 

On Friday, Nov. 2, 2012, from 9-11 am, we will have an All-Members Meeting to discuss future reunions and 

other items; that evening at 7:30 pm we will have a Get Together in the hospitality rooms with food and beer.  

On Saturday, Nov. 3, 2012 , we have the Banquet, with military honors. From 6-7 pm cocktails will be availa-

ble in the Scores Lounge (Cash Bar), with the Banquet Dinner at 7 pm.  

Take the convenient trolley on the hour at the hotel front entrance; it is Saint Augustine’s Best Tour to see the 

Spanish Quarter, Flagler Memorial Church, the Bay View, St. Augustine Old Jail, Plaza de la Constitucion, 

San Sebastian Winery, Lightner Museum, Castillo de San Marcos, Fountain of Youth, Candy Factory, and 

Much More!  

The registration form is on the reverse side of 

this page; please fill it out now and make your 

plans to join with us in St. Augustine this No-

vember. (Photos from last two reunions.) 
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Holiday Isle Oceanfront Resort 
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Zillah Gaston donated $25.00 “to use where you need 

it.” This will go into the general funds for the FL24thIDA, 

mainly for copying and mailing, meeting post cards, name 

tags, etc. 

The 50:50 drawing, the only funding support for our 

group, was won by Maxine Jennings; $32.00 went into 

the FL24thida general funds. Thank everyone for partici-

pating. 

On Thursday, July 12, Carol Becker (right in above pho-

to) delivered 51 quilts to the children at Camp Boggy 

Creek, whose mission is to enrich the lives of seriously ill 

children and their families by creating a life-enhancing 

camp experience that is exciting, empowering, memora-

ble, safe, and medically sound, at no cost to them. 

Since the Camp is not too far from my house and it was on 

Carol’s route, she stopped to deliver all the very fine pho-

tos herein. 

We may want to include Camp Boggy Creek in our future 

objectives. 

Florida 24th IDA Group 
 Dutch Treat Luncheons 

Tuesday, October 2 
Leesburg Golden Corral 11:45 a.m.  

Future dates: December 5. La
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I  did not serve in the 24th Infan-

try Division; actually, before 

2003, I cannot say I had even 

heard of it.  

My grandfather, Elden Lloyd 

Broadfield (above), was a 25 year 

old with a wife and three boys aged 

1, 3, and 5 years when he was killed 

in action on February 21, 1945 on 

Corregidor.  

My dad was the three year old. 

That is all the information we had; 

my father and I wanted more! 

During a search of the National Ar-

chives and Records Administration 

website, I discovered that my fa-

ther could obtain his father’s ser-

vice file. But sadly, those records 

burned in the 1973 St. Louis fire. 

The folks at NARA were able to 

produced a packet of papers that 

“brought my grandfather home.”  

My dad had told me that when he 

was young and playing in a basket-

ball game, a man came up to him 

and handed him a watch that he 

said was his father’s. He said that 

his father had given it to him in 

case he did not come back. He went 

into a cave and the cave blew up!  

So, my dad had lived years believ-

ing his dad still was in the Pacific 

somewhere inside a mountain, and 

that only a uniform and some 

bricks were in the casket at the fu-

neral for his father. 

But we found this was false and 

that he was indeed in the family 

cemetery the whole time! 

We found out he was with the 24th 

Infantry Division, 34th Infantry 

Regiment, and A Company. We 

know that he died on Corregidor, 

February 21, 1945. Papers in the 

packet told us how his remains 

were moved from an “Isolated 

grave found near Queen’s Tunnel 

Corregidor P.I.,” to the states. 

After learning all this, I next went 

off in search of the 24th Infantry 

Division, 34th Infantry Regiment, 

and A Company.  

I found a website 

for the 24th Infan-

try Division, and 

read about the his-

tory of it. I was 

surprised that it 

was then based in 

Fort Riley, Kansas; 

I was born there!  

I also found that 

there was an Association, and was 

very happy to be able to join. I’m 

an Associate Life Member.  

Several people in the Association 

sent me information. They told me 

about “Children of Yesterday,” 

where I read the story of February 

21, 1945. I have talked to many 

people, learned their stories, and 

learned of Elden’s, too.  

I tell everyone that I joined the As-

sociation to honor my grandfather 

and the sacrifice that he and many 

others made.  

But I have also been given a gift. I   

have not met anyone that remem-

bers him specifically, but I met a 

man whose brother was in the 34th 

and was killed a couple of days be-

fore my grandfather.  

I have found out, though, that 

through knowing you (members of 

the 24th IDA) and the kind of men 

you are, I now know him and the 

kind of man he must have been. I 

could not ask for more. (Abstracted 

extensively by ED—TJT) 

Florida 24th IDA Group 
 Dutch Treat Luncheons 
Tuesday, October 2 

Leesburg Golden Corral 11:45 a.m.  
Space limited to about 50—please reserve by  

Contacting: Tom Thiel, 352-408-6612 or  
fl24thida@gmail.com  

or Bill Stokes, 352-750-6741 wsswrit-
er@centurylink.net  

How I Found My Grandfather—and the 24th IDA by Heidi Edgar, Assoc. Life Member 
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Florida 24th IDA 



 

 

 

Golden Corral 
1720 Citrus Blvd  

Leesburg, FL 34748-3424  
 (352) 728-3911  September 23-26, 2012, 

24th IDA Reunion, New 

Orleans, LA, September 16

-20. 

Tuesday, October 3, FL 

24th IDA Dutch Treat 

Luncheon, Leesburg,  

November 1-4, 2012, 5th 

RCT—FL 24th IDA Mini-

Reunion, St. Augustine, 

FL 

September 22-25, 2013 

24th IDA Reunion to be in 

Louisville, KY 

Mark Your Calendars 

Oct. 2, 2012, Leesburg 
Golden Corral 

Please help us cut mailing costs. If you 
are receiving this by U.S. mail and have 

email, please tell me by email at 
fl24thida@gmail.com  

The Florida  24th Vets 

Tom J. Thiel, Editor 
19147 Park Place Blvd. 

Eustis, FL 32736-7262 

352-408-6612 

24th Infantry Division 
“Victory Division” 

“First to Fight” 

This newsletter produced and delivered without any 

support other than what is realized from the 50:50 
drawings held at the Luncheons. 

Wanted—someone to take over leading the 

Florida 24th Group. There are two issues that lend ur-

gency to this request: health and relocation. 


